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Arr. 1. General View of the Agriculture of the County of 
Lincoln ; drawn up for the Confideration of the Board of Agri- 
culture and internal Improvement. By the Secretary to the 
Board. 8vo. 450 pages. Price 8s. Nicol. 1799. 
WHATEVER opinions may be entertained by individuals on 

the eftablifhment and general utility of the board of agriculture, 

there can be no doubt of its having been the means of bringing 
before the public a large and valuable body of information on 

raCtical hufbandry. It has alfo brought to the view of agri- 
culturifts various local and private modes of management, which, 
had it not exifted, muft long have remained unknown, but by 
thofe who practifed them. Of the truth of thefe remarks we 
have the moft convincing proofs in the report before us; which 
is drawn up with great ability, and difplays an intimate and 
extenfive acquaintance with agriculture both as a fcience, and 
as a practical art. 

The following introdu€tory obfervations are highly pleafing : 
they totally remove the unfavorable opinion which has long 
gone abroad refpedting the liberality of communication in the 
farming clafs of fociety. 

Intred. p. i.‘ I ought,’ fays the able Secretary, ‘ with great 
eagernefs to feize this and every opportunity of declaring, that it 
was not poffible to meet with a more liberal fpirit of communication 
than I experienced in the county of Lincoln; not confined to the 
nobility and gentry of fortune, from whom it might be expected of 
courfe, but from every clafs of the people: the clergy, farmers, 
graziers, and equally the inhabitants of towns ; all were defirous to 
contribute whatever information was in their power; the numerous 
breeders of fheep and cattle were emulous in fhewing their ftock 
without referve or myftery, and explaining their motives and rea- 
fons for adopting or adhering to this or that breed, with an opennefs 
and candour which will for ever give me a very high idea of the 
merit of that refpeétable clafs.’ 

The plan and general arrangement of thefe reports are now 
fo well known, that we fhall not ftop to offer any remarks 

VOL. I. Oo _ upon 








ee ke © 





+ 


562 General View of the Agriculture of Lincoln. 


upon them, but proceed to examine the materials which the 
author has prefented to our view. 

Under the head property, when {peaking of the management 
of eftates, we are told that there are ftill in thf county ‘ men 
poffeffed of eftates of three, four, five, and even fix or feven 
hundreds a year, and yet remaining farmers, occupying other 
farms hired, and fome of them living’ merely on thcir own, 
but keeping entirely to the manners and the appearance of 
farmers.’ 

P. 19.—* Such a fpettacle,’ fays the author, ‘ is not only pleafing 
to an individual, but highly beneficial to the community ; fuch men 
are able to cultivate their land well, and to make exertions not in 
the power of weaker efforts ; and would do much more if it was 
the cuftom of the county to give leafes; but unfortunately it is not.’ 

On farm-houfes and out-buildings the Secretary has thrown 
out feveral judicious hints, and offered fome calculations that 
may be of local utility. Put the value of materials for thefe 
purpofes vary fo much in different fituations, that there can be 
little general advantage in fuch eftimates. 

Of the farms and farmers of this county Mr. Young gives 
us information which is in many refpeéts highly fatisfactory. 

P. 39.—* Upon the fize of farms in general,’ fays he, ¢ in Lincolnhhire, 
it may be very fafely afferted, that they are moderate. ‘The number of 
large ones bears no fort of proportion to thofe which are very {mall. 
And where both extremes are excluded, the fize will be found much 
under what is common in many other counties. Farms of £.20. or 
30. a year, though a few may be ufeful in fome cafes, as fpurs to the 
indufiry of faving labourers; yet thefe inftances will occur much 
more feldom than is commonly fuppofed. Upon a great eftate 
minutely divided, Sir Jofeph Banks would have very rarely an oppor- 
tunity of placing fach a labourer in a farm, without turning out 
fome widow or fon of a deceafed tenant; fo that in dittriéts where 
thefe little farms greatly abound, they do not operate in this refpect 
in any thing like the degree that has been ftated by various writers. 
And it fhould further be confidered, that as the occupiers of them 
are incomparably lefs at their eafe, yet working much harder than 
fabourers, it is much to be queftioned, whether the mafs of human 
happinefs is not confiderably leflened by fuch occupations. As to 
the effect of them on the cultivation of the kingdem, no doubt can 
be entertained of its evil tendency; and I have had very many 
opportunities of remarking it in the courfe of my journey through 
this county. 

« As to the character of the farmers who have occupations faffi- 
ciently large to be met with at the moft refpettable ordmaries, or 
whofe exertions had occafioned their being named to me as men 
proper to call upon, I can difpatch my account of them in a very 
few words; Ihave not feen a fet more liberal in any part of the 
kingdom. Induftrious, aétive, enlightened, free from all foolifh and. 
expenfive fhow, or pretence to emulate the gentry ; they live com- 
fortably and hofpitably, as good farmers ought to live; and in my 
epinion are remarkably void of thoie roated prejudices which fome- 
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times are reafonably objected to this race of men. I met,’ fays he, 
with many who had mounted their nags, and quitted their homes 
purpofely to examine other parts of the kingdom; had done it with 
enlarged views, and to the benefit of their own cultivation. And 
the great energy at prefent exerted in confequence of the introduce 
tion of the new Leicefter fheep, by fome to {pread that breed, and 
by others to improve their old race, will not only have excellent 
effects, but has fet them to think upon all other forts of ftock. It 
has diffufed an adtivity and a vigour, which wiil thew itfelf gradually 
in, many other obje&’s. ‘The rapidity with which the culture of 
turnips has fpread, and the manner in which they are cultivated ; 
and the immenfe drainages, which, having cpened new fields of 
wealth to landlords, have given opportunities to the ténantry neither 
loft nor negleéted, are proofs a'fo of the vigour with which thefe 
men have conducted their bufinefs: But without defcending to par- 
ticulars, and viewing only the general rife of rent in the county, we 
may be convinced that fuch a fpectacle could not have taken place, 
but with a tenantry fuch as I have defcribed.’ | 
The fubject of leafes is touched upon, but not fo fully as its 
importance requires. Few things would contribute more to 
the improvement of the kingdom than the judicious and proper 
granting of leafes; but we fear very few have been lefs at- 
tended to, or lefs underftood by thofe who have in general the 
management of them. ‘They are much too frequently left to 
perfons who are totally ignorant of the bufinefs of agriculture. 
p.59.—* AsI with,’ faysthe author, ‘ to avoidall difquifitions which 
concern the kingdom at large, as much as the county of Lincoln 
in particular, it will be neceflary only to remark, that great as have 
been improvements in it, I have not the leaft doubt they would 
have been much greater and more rapid, had the cuftom of granting 
leafes been as common here as it is in Norfolk and Suffolk. I had 
articular converfations with fome hundreds of farmers on this fub- 
fea, and the univerfal opinion was, that if leafes were granted, 
they would occafion exertions which are not found at prefent. 
Upon foils fo rich that there is nothing to do, the want of them 
‘cannot be material; but upon all others, where liming, marling, 
draining, fencing, &c. are demanded, the want of a leafe will often 
be the want of the improvenient: and the principle will pervade 
the whole condué& of the bufinefs; nothing will be fo well done 
upon an uncertain tenure, as with fecurity. Confidence in a land- 
lord attaches to hitnfelf only, and not at all to his fucceffor; and 
the various inftances that have occurred of eftates being confider- 
ably raifed, muft aé&t as warnings to others. Granting leafes would, , 
in this refpect of raifing rents, eafe a landlord greatly; when there 
is no leafe, there is no more reafon for raifing at one period than 
another, and when it has been done in Lincolnfhire it has ufually 
raifed a great clamour. But if leafes of twenty-one years were 
granted, the farmers would, in the firft inflance, very readily pay 
an advanced rent, as the price of the leafe; and they might be 
given to underitand, that at the expiration the rent would be raifed 
again. ‘Then a rife would be looked for as a matter of courfe, and 
no clamour would attend it. Should any landlord be inclined to 
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make this very valuable experiment, I would caution him upon one 
point; not to leafe the farms of an eftate at one time; but give 
them fo in fucceffion, that fome might expire every year, when the 
began to fall in; which might be eafily done by making it a wiek 
of five or fix years, with a little variation in the duration of the 
leafes. When a few farms in a great eftate fall every year, and 
there is no general operation of ta/ting and valuing,—there will 
be no outcry; the bufinefs will be regular, and the effeé&t fmooth 
and quiet. ‘The landlord will have his fair fhare in the progrefs 
of national profperity, and his tenants will be fecure and aétive. 

« As to covenants, a landlord would not fign leafes without con- 
fulting fome perfon upon this head, on whom he could well rely.’ 

We have many obfervations highly pertinent on inclofing ; 
and the following refpecting the Lincolnfhire management of 
ftrong clays, though fevere, are certainly juft. 

p.83.—‘ I wastold,’ faysthe Secretary, ‘ before I got into the Clays, 
as they are called, or Middle Marth, that inclofing did not anfwer there, 
however it had fucceeded on the Wolds. WhenI got to Humberfton, 
I difcovered the explanation: they fummer fallow for wheat, and 
then take beans, after inclofing, exa¢tly as before. How then can 
it anfwer? and old traéts of pafture are ploughed up in confe- 
quence, and not converted toa good fyftem of tillage, but covered 
with bean crops that never fee a hoe. In paffing from thence to 
Tetney, Fulftow, Covenham, &c. I paffed through a large open 
field in the fallow year, which had not, in September, received 
its firft earth; but was covered with thiflles, pafled their bloffom, 
high enough to hide a jackafs; yet the dung was fpread amongtt 
them as if the wheat would be fowed: and the foil, thus horribly 
neglected, a fine rich tenacious loam, not clay, as greafy and 
foapy almoft as a pure clay; but there is much fand in it:—a foil 
well worth 30s. an acre, or upwards, in rent, tithe, and rates. 
Who wil! be hardy enough to hazard fuch a folly, as that any part 
of the lime of Clays, I have feen or heard defcribed, will not an- 
{wer inclofing? Yet, fuch nonfenfe I have heard ; no wonder, in a 
country where landlords, ftewards, farmers, are all five centuries 
behind in every idea relative to ftrong land. They are awake and 
moving, on turnip land; but on bean foils, are ftill faft afleep.’ 

The management of the arable farms in this county is de- 
feribed with much clearnefs and precifion. The practice of 
farmers in this extenfive diftrict, exhibits much variety ; but 
not very much that ought to be adopted by thofe of. other 
parts of the kingdom. The Norfolk turnip hufbandry is, in- 
deed, introduced, and generally well praétifed ; but the culture 
of beans, and that of fome few other crops are wretched, and 
have met with the fevere cenfure of Mr. Y. 

On the former he thus obferves : 

P. 138.—* Remembering,’ fay he, ‘as I do, this county about 
thirty years ago, no circomftance in it furprifed me more than the 
aftonifhing change effected in refpeé& to this crop. At that time 
there was f{carcely a turnip to be feen, where now thoufands of 
acres flourihh ; and the few {own in the whole caunty were unhoed, 
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except by here and there a gentleman. What a change! from 
fuch a ftate of backwardnefs, in an article fo perfe&tly adapted to 
the foil, to find them now as plentifu!, and, in various cafes, even 
more fo, than in fome of our beft cultivated counties. This has 
been a mott meritorious progrefs clofely attending that firft of im- 
provements, inclofing heaths and waftes. ‘The crop is not yet per- 
fe&t in the hands of all farmers, for I cannot fay that I faw none 
unhoed; there are fome flovens remaining, who either hoe but little, 
or doing it by fervants, and not being in a regular fyRem, execute 
it in a very infufficient manner. 

« But immenfe tracts are very well managed; and, by many 
perfons, in as capital a ftyle as any in Norfolk. This, upon the 
whole, is a moft happy and important change; and has had great 
effets in improving the fize, and increafing the number, of the 
fheep and cattle of the county.’ 

On drilling we have long entertained the opinion which 
Mr. Y. here offers, viz. that it only anfwers to a certain ex- 
tent, and with a certain degree of {kill and attention. 

‘Lhe remarks offered on grafs and grazing lands, convey 
information that will no doubt be confulted with intereft by 
the farmers of other diftricts. 

We cannot avoid inferting one of Mr. Y.’s concluding re- 
marks on the practice of paring and burning. 

P. 257.—* It was with great pleafure,’ fays he, ‘I faw the ef- 
fect of paring and burning gorfe land, adjoining the warren of 
Thorefway, which had produced, even in this very wet feafon, fo 
unfavourable to the operation, a fine crop of turnips. I was with 
my horfe’s hind legs in gorfe, and his fore ones in turnips, worth 
£3 an acre; formed like enchantment in the fhort fpace of four 
months; and yet vilionaries remain, who will plead againft fo ad- 
mirable a mode of converting a defart to cultivation! By no other 
means upon earth could this have been effetted.’ 

The articles, dratning, watering, and warping, contain much 
matter of the moft. important kind. The laft is indeed a 
local practice which we believe is little known or employed 
in other parts of the kingdom. 

Live fick is alfo a head under which the author has ufe- 
fully arranged a large portion of valuable matter refpecting 
both fheep and neat cattle. Weare however here under the 
neceffity of referring the reader to the work itfelf, where he 
will find facts, details, and obfervations which will amply re- 
ward his trouble. 

' We fhall clofe our account of this mafterly report with in- 
ferting a few of the author’s refleCtions on the utility of pro- 
viding the laboring poor with proper cottages and finall allot- 
ments of land. 

P. 419.—-‘ It is impoffible,’ fays he, * to fpeak too highly in 
praife of the cottage fyitem of Lincolnfhire, where land, gardens, 
cows, and pigs, are fo general in the hands of the poor, Upon 
views only of humanity and benevolence, it is gratifying to every 
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honeft heart to fee that clafs of the people comfortable, upon which 
all others depend. This motive alone ought to operate fufficiently 
to make the prattice univerfal through the kingdom. But there 
are alfo others that fhould fpeak powerfally to the feelings even 
of the moft felfifh. Wherever this fyftem is found, poor’s-rates are 
low ; upon an average of the county, they do not amount tu one- 
third of what is paid in Suffolk ; and another obje@, yet more im- 
portant, is the attachment which men mutt inevitably feel to their 
country, when they partake thus in the property of it, It would 
be eafy to expatiate on fuch topics, ud Jeed they can hardly 
be dwelt upon too much. But the great obje@& which ought to employ 
every heart and hand, is to devife the means of rendering the fyftem 
univerfal. ‘This comes with peculiar propriety within the fcope of 
the Board of Agriculture; nor dol fee the ufe of furveying the 
whole kingdom, and attempting to difcover every local circum- 
ftance that merits attention, if meafures are not founded on the 
knowledge thus gained; if the Board does not follow fuch clues, 

r fift fuch fubjeéts to the bottom, nor afcertain the beft means of 
yendering univerfal, fyftems which have fo much to recommend 
them. Well adapted premiums wovld here do much, probably in 
animating landlords to the work of benevolence, certainly in pro- 
curing ftiil larger and more varied information, which is wanting, 
and particularly on the beft means of carrying the practice into ef- 
fe& on poorer foils, where difficulties principally occur. By at- 
taining fuch knowledge as is within the power of fo refpe@able a 
body, when its energy is thus brought into play, the right means 
of legiflative interference would probably be difcovered, and the 
Board would find itfelf in a pofition refpeétable, becaufe unquettion- 
ably ufeful, between adminiftration on one hand, and the people on 
the other: an office of intelligence gleaned from the whole king- 
dom, and of ready application to many great meafures of political 
economy. This is batone, though an important inftance; many 
others might be named, were this a proper place.’ 


Art, 1. The Britifh Flora, or a Linnean Arrangement o 
Britifo Plants, with their Generic and Specific Charaéters, 
Seleét Synonyms, Englifo Names, Places of Growth, Duration, 
Times of Flowering, and References to Figures. By John 
Hull, m.p. Member of the Corporation of Surgeons, and 
of the Phyfical Society of London; of the Natural Hiftory 
Society of Edinburgh; and Secretary of the Literary and 
Philofophical Society of Manchefter. Part. I. 8vo. 450 
pages. Price 8s. 6d. Bickerftaff. 1799, 


THE inveftigating botanift is here prefented with another 
portable fyftem of Britifh plants, containing all the fpecies enu- 
merated in the third edition of the Botanical Arrangement, ‘ tos 

ther with fuch additional ones as have been fince diicovered 
and afcertained,’ with a fynopfis of the genera at the head of 
each clafs. ‘ The genera,’ our author fays, * are numbered in 
the fame manner as in Reichard’s edition of the Genera Plan- 

tarum, 
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tarum, and the fourteenth edition of the Syftema Vegetabilium» 
publifhed by Murray.” .The former part of this aiintinn ap- 
pears erroneous, the numbers ufed in this work being thofe of 
the Syftema vegetabilium, which are the fame zs thofe of the 
fixth edition of the Genera plantarum and the Mantifiz plan- 
tarum. ‘ The Generic and Specific charaéters are in general 
tranflated from the works of Linnzus, and chiefly from the 
Syftema vegetabilium,’ and, where the plant has not been de« 
fcribed by Linnzus, ftom the authors of cur own country, ¢ with 
which are eccafionally given fome additional diftinctive marks 
either included in a parenthefis, or fubjoined as an obfervation. 
To each fpecies is added an Englifh name, except in the three 
Jaft orders of the clafs Cryptogamia, where they have been 
almoft univerfally omitted, becaufe they are mere tranflations 
and not properly eftablifhed.’, We with none had been inferted 
but thoie by which they are actually known by the commen 
people. ‘The reft only add to the bulk of all our Floras, nobody 
ever ufing them either in writing or converfation; and in the 
prefent work they have evidently fhortened the account of the 
fituations in which the plants grow. ‘The months are exprefled 
by arabic numerals; but we prefer the names of the months 
abridged as in all the editions of the Botanical Arrangement. 
The tynonyms are chiefly thofe of the Englifh floriftae, when 
the names which they give are different from the Linnean, or 
from each other. ‘ To fuch fpecies as are doubtful natives, a note 
of interrogation is affixed.’ We prefer the afterifk as in Hudfon, 
withing the mark of interrogation to exprefs any doubt which 
may exift in the mind of the writer, whether or not the plant 
intended be the fame with that defcribed by the author cited. 

In the fituation of the genera, the author has fo religioufly 
adhered to the old order of things as they flood in 1784, care- 
fully avoiding the alterations introduced by. IT hunberg, copied by 
Gmelin, and re-copied by Withering in the third edition of the 
Botanical Arrangement, that he has not ventured to remove the 
order Monogamia from the clafs Syngenelia, though he exprefsly 
acknowledges that all the plants of that order feem very pro- 
perly to be referred to the clafs Pentandria. But in the difpofi- 
tion of fpecies he hardily or unknowingly treads the mazes of 
innovation. Dr. Withering, in his zeal to enrich the Botanical 
arrangement with all the treafures real or fuppofed which he, 
found in Gmelin, gives us his new arrangement of the genus 
Erica. In the thirteenth edition of the Syftema nature 1. 622. 
he found the firft divilion of the fpecies to rum thus ; 

© Antheris fimplicibus, muticz,’ 
which he tranflates 
‘ Anthers fimple, awnlefs.’ 

Our author, implicitly following his guide, adds from Linnzus 

as tranflated in the eeniod "+ tg Rall with an infertion of 
04 his 
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his own between crotchets—‘ It has the habit (and anthers) of 


Pe Andromeda with the numbers of Erica.’ Now the paflage 
be ought to have been tranflated, 

r ‘ Anthers awnlefs. Ericz mutica,’ 
Be Jimplex meaning that the antherae had no appendages at the bafe, 


and being fynonymous with muticus. ‘This divifion Gmelin 

calls the Erica mutica the fecond divifion, the Erice ariflate ; 

and the third divifion, the Frice criftate. Our author’s jnter- 
7 polation of ‘ anthers’ is improper, the antherea of Erica and 
ie Andromeda being the fame, fome fpecies of each genus having 
a awnle(s, and others awned, anthere. 

i But to give the reader a more diftin& idea of the work, we 
- fhall prefent him with the genus Viola, which we felect that he 
fi may compare it with the account of the fame genus, which we 
We extracted from Mr. Symons’s fynopfis, at p. 22 of this volume. — 

P. I9I, 
‘1007. Vi‘oLta. Gal. 5-leaved. Cor. 5-petalled, 
irregular, with a fpur behind. Cagf fupe- 
rior, 3-valved, 1-celled. 


© 1. Steml:-fi. 

birta. ‘1. V. Leaves cordate, pilofo-hifpid. (Petioles rough 

with hair, bra¢tes below the middle of the pe- 

duncle. Curr. 

* Hairy Viclez. Calcareous foil. P. 3. 4. Curt. 
ed.ra'ta £2. V. Leavescordate, ftolons creeping. (Bractes above 
the middle of the peduncle. Curt.) 

Rt © Saveet Viclet. Ditch-banks. P. 3. 4. Curt. 
palustris. © 3. V. Leaves reniform (reniformi-cordate, fomewhat 
: convolute). 


se ‘ Marfo Violet. Mofy bogs. P. 4. 5. Curt. 217. 


‘2. Caulefeent. (Stipules entire, lutea.) 
canina. ‘£4. V. Stem, when becoming adult, afcending, leaves 
ob.ongo-cordate. (Cal. fegments acuminate. 
Cur.) 

* Dig’s Violet. Hedge-banks. P. 4—6. Curt. 108. 
ae ‘ Var. 2. Much fmaller, fpur yellowifh. Divx. in 
at Ray 364. 5. tab. 24. 1. 

Lic'tea. £5. V. Stem afcending, leaves ovato-lanceolate. E. 
Bor. V. canina var. 3. With. 
‘ Cream-col. Violet. Pendarvis. P. 5. E. Bot. 445. 


a © 3. Caulefcent ; Stipules pinnatifid; Stigma urceolate. 
tricolor. £6. V. Stem 3-fided, diffule, leaves oblong, incifed. 
‘Var. 1. arvenfis. B. Pers. « Lin. Sp. Hudf.— 
Leaves ovatc-lanceolate, ferrated, calyx rather 
Jonger than the corol. Pers.—Cor. white, or 
yellow-white, with a few purple ftreaks.5 With. 
Ray fyn. 3606. 11. 
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arts 4 Hedge-banks. A. 5—g. Ger. 854. 4. 
he «—— 2. Cor. blue, or purplifh, fometimes with 
ellow, or white. Wiru. 

‘—— Road fides, common. Pet, 37. 8. 
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t——- 3. 8 Lin. Hudf. 3. With. Cor. of more 
than 2 colours. SToxes. 
‘ Panfies. Ditch-banks. A. 5—g. Curt. 
¢ 7. V. Stem unbranched, erect, 3-cornered, leaves ci- 
liate (with ftrong hairs, like an eye-lafh), lower 
cordate, upper lanceolate. (Stipules entire, or 
toothed.) Witru. V. grandifora. Hudf. V. lutea 
grandiflora. Ray fyn. 365. 10. not Lin. 
© Yellow Violet. Mount. paft. P. 5—7. Pet. 37. 10. 
#8. V. Stem cylindrical, unbranched, leaves orbiculato- 
cordate, obtufely crenate, ciliate, veined, fhining, 
ftipules fomewhat palmate. (Flow. large, purple, 
upper pet. obtufely ovate.) Forster. See Symons. 
P. 198. 

¢ Scotland. Dicksos,’ 

This work is divided into two parts, with two title pages, 
and two indexes, that the reader may bind them up feparately, 
the firft volume containing what are commonly called the perfect 
plants, and the fecond the clafs Cryptogamia. _- 


Art. 11. Annales de Chimie, &c. Aunals of Chemiftry. 
Vol. XXIX. 
(Concluded from page 560.) 


Experiments on carbonated hydrogenous Gas; with a View to 
determine whether Carbon be a fimple or a compound Subftance. 
By Mr. Wiliam Henry, ¥F.R.8., &¥c. communicated by Van 
Mons.—Thete experiments have already been publifhed fs the 
Phil. Tranf. of the Royal Society for 1797, Part 2d.; under 
which article our readers will find an account of them in 
Vol. xxviii. of Analyt. Rev. p. 156. 

Memoir on the abforptian of Oxygen by the fumple Earths, and 
its Influence in the Cultivation of the Soil; by Alex. Fred. Hum- 
beldt.—An obfervation of the mephitic air produced in mines 
where mineral falt is prepared led the author into a train of ex- 
periments for the purpofe of afcertaiming to what fubftance the 
precipitation of the atmofpherical oxygen was owing. He ex- 

ofed pieces of grey argill, in a moift ftate, under receivers 
filled with atmofpheric air, at the common temperature of the 
interior of the earth. In three days he found the air of the 
receivers to have loft from 0.04 to 0.06 of oxygen. After 12 
days 0.07 only remained; confequently 0,21 had difappeared : \ 
whilft the fame portion of atmoipheric air, expofed during the 
fame time in contact with {pring water, gave 0.27 of oxygen; 
therefore, had loft only o.o1. Expecting to find the oxygen, 
thus extricated from the air, combine with the carbon of the 
argill in the ftate of carbonic acid, he repeated the experiment 
with greater care, and thus ftates its refult. ‘ 3000 parts of 
atmofpheric air were compofed of 852 oxygen, 2103 azote, and 
45 carbonic acid, The 2460 parts to which this volume was 
reduced 
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reduced in 18 days [by expofure to argillaceous earth] con- 
fifted of 81 oxygen, 2207 azote, and 172 carbonic acid.” For 
the compofition of the 127 additional parts of carbonic acid 
here exhibited, he allows, according to the computation of La- 
voifier, 35.5 of oxygen. 5Still, therefore, 735 parts of oxygen 
appear to have been abforbed; or, in other words, of *8, of 
oxygen, %* have loft the gafeous ftate, and entered into com- 
bination with the argill. : 

The writer next proceeds to relate fimilar experiments on 
vegetable foil, in which he found that the blackeft and moft 
odoriferous earths decompofed the air with the greateft rapidity. 
In fome of thefe experiments 3, of oxygen were abforbed in 
five days. He recommends this procefs of preparing azote 
as preferable to any hitherto employed. Alumine, a little 
moiftened, expofed to atmofpheric air for the fpace of fix days, 
deprived it fo completely of oxygen, that the diminution of its 
volume in Fontana’s ediometer did not amount to ;4%,th part. 
Alumine, perfectly dry, he found to exercife no ation on at- 
mofpheric air. Extending thefe experiments to different kinds 
of earth, he found that alumine, barytes, and lime, were the 
only earths which, when moiftened, pofleffed the property of 
thus abforbing oxvzen: and thefe earths he found to exhibit 
this property in the fame degree, whether pure or carbonated. 
He obferves that caloric increafes confiderably the action of 
thefe earths upon air. We find no folution at all fatisfactory 
as to the caute of the necefliry of humidity to the exercife of 
this action. 

The author enters at fome length into the application of thefe 
obfervations to the phenomena of the vegetable fyftem. 

* I have obferved,’ fays he, * that, in general, the blackeft, the 
mot fat and odoriferous vegetable earths decompofe the atmofpheric 
air with the greateft rapidity. But I have alfo obferved others, 
which, though more poor, and pofiefling, apparently, lefs carbon, do 
not abforb oxygen in le{s proportion. If the fertility of a foil cor- 
refpond with the power which it poflefles of abforbing oxygen, this 
fertility does not depend on the quantity of acidifiable bafes, on the 
quantity of lime, gf alumine, of carbon, of hydrogen, of azote, 
which is to be found in it; but on the fate of combination in which 
thefe bafes exift, and which renders them more or lefs capable of 
decompofing the atmofphere. ‘This confideration explains to us the 
reafon why the chemift can feldom fatisfy the views of the agricul- 
turift, and why the moft rigid analyfis affigns the fame elements to 
two earths the moft widely different in fertility.’ 

We are informed that Cit. Candole (of Geneva) has obferved 
the moft f{triking etieéts of oxygen on vegetable economy, in 
fome comparative experiments on feeds fown in oxydated earth ; 
¢ effects, of which he is about to give an account himfelf ina 
work on vegetable phyfiology, on which he is laboring with 
great zeal.” The hydrogen combination with oxygen in 
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different fubftances is weakened by the affinity which the 
earthy elements are perpetually exercifing upon this oxygen, 
unites itfelf with carbon, and forms thofe oxydated carbonates of 
hydrogen, which appear to afford the moft abundant nourifhment 
to the roots of vegetables. 

« Perhaps the whole theory of manures is founded on this principle, 
and we muft refer their action principally to the nature of their 
acidifiable bafes, that is, to their property of decompofing water 
and atmofpheric air.’ 

In the latter part of his memoir, the author undertakes to 
illuftrate the phenomenon of the natural production of nitre, 
and to anfwer the queftions—‘ Why is nitre produced more 
abundantly on argillaceous and calcareous, than on quartzofe, 
earths? and, Why do only the inferior ftrata of the air, thofe 
in immediate contact with the earth, depofit the nitric acid ? 
It is obvious that the former of thefe queftions may be fuffi- 
ciently anfwered, by obferving that quartzofe earth does not 
furnifh potafh for the compofition: but we fhall give our au- 
thor’s folution. 

The immediate atmofphere of thefe argillaceous furfaces, he 
obferves, owing to their {trong affinity for the oxygenous part 
of the air, contains from 0.50 to 0.60 of oxygen. ‘The azote, 
which is at the fame time fet at liberty by the decompolition of 
the atmofpheric air, meeting with this body of free oxygen, 
enters into a new combination with it in that particular propor 
tion which conititutes nitric acid. 

‘ The atmofpheric ele&tricity appears to operate this reunion; 
for ftormy feafons are the moft favorable to the produéttion of 
nitre, thofe efpecially in which pofitive electricity paffes eight or 
ten times a day to the negative ftate.’ 

Our author does not ftop here; but, having given us his 
theory of the production of the nitrous acid, he gocs on to ac- 
count for the formation of the potafh, which he wouid afcribe 
to the union of the hydrogen, fet at liberty from the water, with 
the azote difengaged trom the air. ‘This, indeed, he acknow- 
ledges to be a mere conjecture ; and we muit be better ac- 
quainted than we are at prefent with the conftitution of potafh 
before we can allow it, even as a conjecture, to deferve much 
attention. On the whole, this is an interefting and valuable 
paper; and is calculated, we think, to lead to confiderable 
difcoveries in the phytiology of the vegetable kingdom. 

Abftract of a Memoir read at the National Infiitute, on the 
Nature of the Succinic Arid; by Cit. Guyton.—Cit. Guyton’s 
experiments confirm the vegetable origin of this acid; and 
fhow that it belongs to the clafs of thoi which are eafily de- 
ftroyed by a new combination of their bafe, refolving themiclves 
into carbonic acid gas, carbonated hydrogen gas, and carbon. 

Annali di Chimica, Sc. Burgnatelli’s Annals of Cremiftry, 
1798. Vol. xvth: extradited by Cit. Van Mons,—Our — 
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will not permit us to enter into a particular examination of 
any but original articles: nor, if it were otherwife, does the 
one now beivre us prefent much which would call for a minute 
detail. We thall only notice, therefore, one of the papers 
here cited, entitled, © Reflexions on the difference between 
oxygen and thermoxygen, by Burgnatelli.’ 

¢ The author underftands by thermoxygen, the bafe of pure 
air in the concrete ftate. This bafe is not fimple, but com- 
pofed of oxygen, and concrete caloric. This caloric is dif- 
ferent from that which holds thermoxygen in the ftate of gas, 
and which Burgnatelli calls radiant or folvent (fondant) caloric.’ — 
* Oxygen is the bafis of pure air entirely deprived of its caloric.’ 

Acids appear upon his fyftem to exhibit the principal com- 
bination of oxygen; metals, (in the ftate in which we term 
them oxyds) of thermoxygen. 

‘ Galeous thermoxygen always difengages /lvent caloric in 
pafiing from the elaftic to the concrete flate; but, as it requires 
little caloric for its expanfion, it difengages but little in its con- 
denfation.’—* Muriatic acid, diflilled upon the oxyd of manganefe, 
is not fuperoxygenated, as has been hitherto believed, but is com- 
bined with thermoxygen.’— The decompofition [of thermoxygen] 
is rendered very fenfible by comparing the caloric feparated during 
the combuftion of oxygenous, and of thermoxygenous fubftances in 
oxygenated muriatic gas. Let the bulb of a thermometer be 
plunged in effential oil, as of bergamotte for inftance, and let the 
bulb of another be covered with gold-leaf; after fufpending thefe 
two inftruments, thus prepared, in vefiels containing equal volumes 
of oxygenated muriatic gas, it will be found that the mercury of 
that wit! the covering of oil has rifen from 18 to 36 degrees, while 
the other will hardly have afcended 1 or 2 degrees. Neverthelefs, 
the gold condenfes more gas than the oil.’ 

‘This chemift would account for the diffimilarity between 
atmofpheric air and nitrous gas, by fuppofing the azote of the 
former to be united with thermoxygen, whilft that of the 
latter is combined with oxygen. 

The author announces a fequel to this memoir ; ‘ for which,’ 
fays the reporter, © we referve the numerous reflexions which 
his obfervations have fuggetted to us.’ 

News from Egypt, relative to the Sciences, extraéted from the 
Correfpondence of the Inftitute of Cairo with the National Infit- 
tute of France; by Cit. Fourcroy.—Moft of the nations of Ku- 
rope are indebted for the original feeds of their civilization to 
the victorious arms of hoftile invaders. If our progrefs in focial 
arts, and our experience in political improvements might have 
encouraged us to hope that we ought to be now capable of 
attaining the good by means leis objectionable, the reflexion will 
at leaft difpofe us to look with the comprehentive eye of philofo- 
phy, rather than through the delufive medium of party prejudice, 
on the great events which at prefent agitate the world ; and, 
by aid of that analogy which hjitory affords, to trace them toa 
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happier ultimate iflue than their immediate confequences feem 
to augur. 

The progrefs of General Buonaparte in the Eaft has already 
attached a great portion of the public curiofity; and even a 
detail of the: literary labors which have begun to occupy his 
attention there, and which compofe the fubjeét of this paper, 
has already found its way to us through the channel of the 
public prints. It appears that a Nationa! Inftitute has been 
eftablifhed at Cairo, contifting of four cialles; viz. of Mathe- 
matics, of Phyfics, of Political Economy, and of Literature and 
the 4rts; each compofed of twelve members. We could not 
expect to find announced in the report here given of their eight 
firit fittings, any new improvements of art or fpeculations of 
{cience. heir attention was chiefly turned to fubjects of prac- 
tical importance, fuggefted by the immediate and peculiar ne- 
ceffities of their new {fituation. 

Extraédts from a Letter of Profeffor Trommfdorff to Cit. Van 
Mons.—‘ One of my friends, fays this writer, ‘ has found 
that pure calcareous earth is capable of being cryftallifed.. It 
forms flender needles. This difcovery adds new ftrength to my 
propofal for claffing this earth with alkaline fubftances.? An- 
other of his friends had afcertained by a great number of experie 
ments, that all yellow phofphorus contains carbon; and re- 
commends the purification of it by diluted oxygenated muriatic 
acid.—Prof. I’. thinks he has reafons for concluding the zoonic 
acid to be identical with the febacic. 

New Experiments on. the pretended Converfion of Water inte 
Azitic Gas; By F. R. Deiman, A. Paets Van Trooftwyk, A. 
Lauwerenburgh & Vrolik.—This paper contains a refutation of 
the experiments lately publifhed by Cit. Wurzer, in a memoir 
on the apparent bafis of Azotic gas, whereby the author attempted 
to prove, that water being made to undergo, in {mall quantity, 
the inftantaneous aétion ot a red heat, was converted into azotic 
gas. ‘This opinion had been already advanced by M. Wiegleb ; 
and his experiments in fupport of it had been already confuted by 
the writers before us, in demonftrating that the gas thus pro- 
duced was to be afcribed to the penetration of the external air, 
and that it did not manifeft itfelf in experiments wherein this 
was cautioufly excluded. Our authors, however, fee reafon to 
apprehend that Citizen Wurzer was unaware of this previous’ 
controverfy on the fubje& of his memoir, at the time when he 
wrote it. [he experiments of this latter chemift were made 
with an apparatus .confifting of two hemifpheres of copper, ' 
carefully jointed together, and kept clofe by iron wire. ‘The 
upper part of thefe was made to receive two tubes of copper, 
one for the purpofe of introducing the water, and the other for 
that of giving paflage to the gas. Citizen Wurzer relates 
that, of twenty-fix cubic inches of gas, obtained by means of this 

apparatus, 
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apparatus, two only were abforbed by lime water, and twenty- 
four were pure azotic gas. ‘The authors of the prefent article 
reply to this ftatement by defcribing their repetition of the ex- 

riment with an apparatus contrived on a principle exa@ly 
fimilar, but with a ftricter precaution againft the accefs of ex- 
ternal air; the refult of which did not exhibit the leaft particle 
of azotic gas. 

Extraét of the Notes added to the Tranflation of Dr. T. Reid's 
Effay on the Nature and Treatment of Pulmonary Confumption, by 
C. L. Dumas, Profeffor of the School of Medicine at Montpellier.— 
Thefe notes illuftrate, by feveral experiments on dogs, the re- 
f{pective effects of the oxygenous and carbonic acid gafes in pro- 
ducing, the former a {thenic, the latter an afthenic, diathefis of 
the Jungs: and the tranflator objects to his author’s prefcrip- 
tion of emetics, that they produce a dangerous irritation 
in the firft of thefe fpecies of pulmonary phthilis. 

Abftraét of a Sketch of the Fabrication of Alum in the Department 
Del Ourte ; by G. F. Chriftian, of Flone.—The upplication of 
fcientific principles to the commercial arts has, in every in- 
{tance in which it has been {fkilfully experimented, been attend- 
ed with fuch happy effects, as to afford the pleafing hope that, 
here at leaft, that dread of innovation which has been fo Jon 
the defenfive armour of ignorance, and (wherever it could be 
fo employed) the offenfive armour of defpotifm, will at length, 
by its difappearance, allow philofophy to congratulate herfelf 
on the practical utility of her refearches, in equalifing the ca- 
pacities, and multiplying the refources, of focial enjoyment. The 
general outlines of the procefs by which alum is procured, viz. 


* the decompofition of the ore by expofure to the air and to heat, 


its lixiviation, and the criftallifation of the falt, are fufficiently 
known. ‘The writer gives in this article a detailed account of 
the mode in which the operations for preparing this fubftance 
are conducted at Flone, ‘as being,’ fays he, ‘ the moft accu- 
rate and the moft perfed&t ;’ and points out in the courfe of it 
feveral particulars, in which a jutter attention to the natural 
principles of the procefs has given it an advantage over others. 
He promifes to explain feveral improvements of which the ma- 
nufacture of alum is capable, in an eflay which he has in pre- 
paration. 

On certain properties of Strontian and Barytes, by Citizen Vau- 
gucline— Lhe retults of the experiments here related exhibit to 
us fome new and {triking properties of thefe two earths, and 
{trengthen the analogy which they had already been obferved to 
bear towards fubftances of the alkaline clafs. Two hundred 
parts of {trontian and fixty of filex, mixed together in the {tate 
of powder, and expofed to a violent heat for the fpace of one 
hour in a crucible of platina, combined in a grey, fonorous 
uiafs, whofe parts adhered pretty ftrongly together. When 

pulverifed, 
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pulverifed, it manifefted a flight caufticity: but neither in pow- 
der nor in the mafs, did its union with water produce that 
heat or fwelling which take place with pure {ftrontian. — Its 
powder, when boiled with water, was diflolved in lefs quantity 
than pure ftrontian. ‘The tafte.of the liquor was flightly alka- 
line: it did not cryftallife. The fame powder, moiitened with 
water, wasentirely diflolved by muriatic acid; and the folution 
afforded, on evaporation, a very abundant refidue, which, wafhed 
and dried, prefented all the characters of filex. The nitric 
and acetous acids produced the fame effect. Five parts of pure 
ftrontian, finely pulverifed, and one of alumine, were treated 
together with water; and in the height of the ebullition, the 
liquor was filtrated. Much remained undiffolved. The fil- 
trated liquor hada tafte flightly alkaline ; but did not cryftallife. 
Saturated with muriatic acid, and then treated with ammo- 
niac, it gave a fmall quantity of flaky matter, which proved to 
be alumine. ‘ Strontian has, therefore, the property of favor- 
ing the folution of alumine in water; but, what is more re- 
markable is, that alumine on the other hand renders a great 
part of the {trontian infoluble, fince not a tenth part was dif. 
folved of what ought to have been; and it is probable that, 
if there had been a greater quantity of alumine, not a particle 
of ftrontian would have been found in the folution.’ 

One hundred and fifty parts of cauftic barytes were mixed - 
with fifty of filex, and the whole expofed to a ftrong heat for 
an hour and a half in a crucible of platina. The matter of 
the refult had not that coherence which the ftrontian had fhewn 
in a fimilar experiment: it gave no heat on the. addition of 
water. ‘The nitric, muriatic and acetous acids diflolved it en- 
tirely ; and all the folutions yielded on the addition of ammo- 
niac a flaky precipitate. The fubftance afforded by thefe folu- 
tions on evaporation, difplayed allthe properties of filex. * It 
is not to be doubted then that barytes has, like ftrontian, the 
faculty of combining with filex, and of rendering it foluble 
in even the weakeft acids.” On diffolving in water a mixture 
of barytes and alumine, and treating it as he had before treated 
the mixture of ftrontian and alumine, a fimilar phenomenon 
occurred: that is, there remained a portion of alumine and 
barytes undiffolved, and which appeared to be in intimate com- 
bination.’ 

* It appears, then, that when barytes and alumine meet in fuitable 

roportions, they unite and form a combination infoluble in water ; 
fag when the barytes exceed this proportion, it diffolves the new com- 
bination. The fame effefts take place in flrontian and alumine; and 
I thould not be aftonifhed if this property extended even to the alkalis; 
for if, in precipating alumine by potash, a little toomuch be added, it 
always retains how traces of it, however carefully it be wafhed. More- 


* ever, have we not the example of glafs being foluble, or infojuble, ac- 
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Cording to its proportion of alkali; and, what is yet more ftriking, tht 
of the prefence of potafh in hard ftones, whenee no mechanical means are 
able to feparate it?’ 

By boiling a folution of barytes with olive oil, our author 
obtained a true foap, wanting only the property of being folu- 
ble in water. ‘To trace ftill fuxther the analogy of barytes to 
alkaline fubftances, Citizen V. extended his experiments to 
the examination of its effe€t upon animal matter; and, mixing 
two parts of ox-liver with one of barytes diluted with water, 
he boiled them together. “The refult afforded him a great quan- 
tity of ammoniac, and the matter of the liver was transformed 
into a kind of coagulated magma, red, infoluble in water, and 
appearin’, by many experiments, to be the combination of a 
fat fubftance with barytes. 

We confider this as a valuable paper; and not ‘only fo for 
the immediate information which it affords, but in a more im- 
portant degree, for the improvement which it promifes to in- 
troduce into our claffification of alkaline fubftances. ‘There is 
hardly any part of the chemical arrangement of bodies which 
has hitherto been directed by principles io loofe and unfy{tema- 
tical as that of the alkalis; and the vague theories to which a 
fenfe of this defeét had begun to give rife, only ferved to in- 
creafe and extend the difficulty, It is rather to the generalifa- 
tion of the clafs, by following that courfe ef experimental ana- 
jogy which the able author before us has fo well purfued, that 
we mutt look for the firft advances towards thofe abftract prin- 
ciples of fcientific arrangement on which the true philofophical 
improvement of the fy{tem depends. 

Experiments on the Congelation of different Liquids by an artificial 
Cold of 40° below o of Réaumur, by Citizens Fourcroy and Vau- 
quelin.—- Uhe fub{tances employed to produce artificial cold in 
thefe experiments were muriat of lime and fnow, in the 
proportion of about eight of the former to fix of the latter, and 
the greateft degree of cold obtained by their mixture was 
43°-—o. Adegree confiderably lefs than this was fufficient for 
the congelation “of Mercury. Our authors procured cryftals of 
mercury, of an octahedral form. The gradual refrigeration of 
ammoniac to 33°—o, produced its cry’ ftallifation: by lowering 
its temperature rapidly to 38° or 40°, it was reduced to a kind 
of jelly, or glue, and loft almott entirely its fmell. Ether was 
frozen and cryftallifed very regularly at 35°—o; but, what is 
remarkable, the fame redution of temperature was infufficient 
to the congelation of alcohol. Thefe chemifts attempted in 
vain to liquefy, or congeal, fulphurous acid gas, muriatic acid 
gas, and fulphurated hydrogenous gas; and they attribute their 
Saihaee to the very great and fudden condenfation of the gales, 
amounting to 3 of their volume, which made the mercury in 
their veflels fall more rapidly than they were able to fupply it. 

Ecerianti 
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Experiments on Artificial Cold, by Citizen Guyton —Citizen 


Guyton remarks that mercury, when frozen, difplays an ade 
herence to glafs, to which it attaches itfelf, with the prefervation 
of its metallic luftre. If this be a faét, we fhould be inclined 
to clafs it amongft electrical, rather than among chemical, phe 
nomena; fince it would be counter to all our known laws of 
the affinity of aggregation, to refer it to the latter. The chief 
part of this paper relates to the theory of frigorific fubltances, 

Extre& from a Letter of Citizen Van Mons to Citizen Guytomy 
on Artificial Cold.—By a mixture of muriate of lime and fixed 
cauftic foda, the author has augmented the produétion of arti- 
ficial cold to 53°. 

* All the liquids which I have by me are congealed by this great 
cold. Saline folutions depofit their falts, fome in powder, others in 
cryftals of particular forms. Gold, filver, tin, lead, lofe their male 
leability, and become almoft brittle; a quill is broken like glafs; 
falts, feparated from their water of cryftallifation, are melted at a tems 
perature of from 20 to 25°.” 

ccount of fome particular Subftances found in Animal Matter, 
treated with Nitric Acid, by Citizen Welter.—In attempting, fe- 
veral years fince, to obtain oxalic acid by treating filk with 
nitric acid, the writer was furprifed that the refult of his ope- 
ration did not afford him a particle of it: but he obtained an 
unknown falt, filky, and of the color of gold, acting like 
gunpowder on the approach of burning charcoal. Further to 
inveftigate this matter, he repeatedly diftilled a mixture of fix 
parts of nitric acid and one of filk. “he procefs afforded him 
oxalic acid, and alfo cryftals of a golden color, as fine as filk, 
and which detonated like gun powder. Thefe cryftals were 
foluble in water and alcohol, and were reproduced by cold. 
Oxygenated muriatic acid deftroyed their colour. In another 
experiment, by treating filk with nitric acid, he obtained, be- 
fides oxalic acid, yellow cryltals, extremely bitter, and without 
any acidity, ‘ volatile in the'fire, and indeftructible by concen- 
trated nitric acid, which only took away their color, which 
was reftored by wafhing in water.’ Thefe cryftals, he con- 
ceives, to be compofed of nitric acid and a peculiar fubftance, 
which he would call amer. He fancies that he obtained this 
amer in combination with another new fubf{tance, from fome 
ox-flefh ; but the conduct, as well as the relation, of the whole 
of his experiments feems fo inaccurate, that, though we deem 
them well worthy obfervation, we can place very little reliance 
on them in the form in which they at prefent appear. 

Obfervations on the Muriatie Acid, by Citizen Taffaert.—Citi- 
zen Tafiaert has taken more trouble than we think was neceffa 
to refute M. Girtanner’s hypothefis of hydrogen being the bafis 
of the muriatic acid. Whatever tnay be,thought of the con- 
jecture, it is very evident, that the hydrogen in M. G.’s exe 
periments refulted merely from the decompofition of water. 
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New Experiments on the Fufibility of mixed Earths by Means of 
their Adtion on each other, by Citizen Guyton. 

Extra from a Letter of Citizen Brugnatelli to Citizen Van 
Mons.—The molt important article of information here is the 
account of a peculiar refin obtained by diftilling nitric acid upon 
indigo, which the writer conceives may be ferviceable to the arts. 
Its folution in alcohol is of a deep yellow color, and imparts 
the fame to the fkin and nails, whence water will not re- 
move it. 


Art. 1v. Element: of Chemiftry. Tranflated from the German, 
By Jofeph Francis Jacquin, Profeffor of Chemiftry and Bota- 
ny at Vienna; Fellow of the Linnean Society of London ; 
and Member of feveral Academies of Science, Agriculture, 
&c. 8vo. 427 pages. Price 7s.6d. Weft. 1799. 


Sucu have been the changes lately introduced in the lan- 
guage as well as the fcience itfelf of chemiftry, that the older 
elementary books are become of fcarcely any utility to the 
modern ftudent. From their perufal he can neither acquire a 
juft knowledge of the terms which he is to employ, nor be pro- 
perly inftructed refpeéting the various phenomena difplayed by 
the different fubftances on which he is to operate. ‘The faéts 
and the language by which they are to be explained mutt equally 
be derived from publications of a much more recent date, 
and even of thefe we have but very few that are well calculated 
to convey fuch information as is neceflary for thofe who are en- 
tering on the ftudy of the fcience. 

We therefore confider the prefent as a very valuable and 
ufeful work, and one which, from the accuracy and fimplicity, 
as well as the eafe and familiarity, with which it details the 
general principles and truths of chemical knowledge, feems 
well defigned for the inftruétion of thofe who are defirous of an 
acquaintance with the elements of chemiftry. 

A paflage or two will, however, afford the reader a much 
better idea of the author’s plan and manner, than we can pofhbly 
give by words. 


P. 36. IV. OF THE-MATTER OF LIGHT. 


*§ ixxxir. Though philofophers are already, in a great meafure, 
acquainted with the phyfical properties of light and the laws by 
which it a&s, yet our knowledge, refpecting its chemical properties 
and compofition, is ftill very limited, and our whole {cience, on 
this fabject, confiits merely in the knowledge of a few fats, 

« § Lxxxi11. Neverthelefs it can be proved by experiments, that 
the matter of light is a fluid of a peculiar kind, impenetrable and 
elaftic; that its gravity, like that of caloric, is not aicertainabl 
by experiments ; that, in common with all other fluids, it poffeffes 


~ Chemical affinities, by which it combines with different fubftances, 
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and folves compounds, and that it is itfelf feparated from its com- 
bination. 

« § uxxx1v. The moft remarkable change produced in bodies, 
in confequence of their combining with the matter of light, is that 
of colour; and it is highly probable, that this external property 
of bodies is chiefly owing to that fubftance. 

«§uxxxv. The aétion of the matter of light is moft confpi- 
cuous upon organized bodies, which are not matured without its 
influence $ and it is alfo certain, that plants derive from light their 
green colour. 

« § uxxxvi. Bodies which produce light, though their tem- 
perature be not increafed, are termed phofphorefcent. Several 
do not obtain this property but when expofed to light-for a con- 
fiderable time, and lofe it again by degrees, when removed into 
the dark. 

* 4 uxxxvi1. The following queries remain to be folved refpect- 
ing the matter of light: 

- € 1, Is the matter of light a fimple or compound body ? 

‘ 2. In the firft cafe, isit a body exiting per fe, or is it always a 
conftituent part of caloric? 

« 3. In the latter cafe, is caloric a conftituent part of light ? 

‘ 4. In either cafe, how far does ats co-operation and influence 
extend in producing the-phenomena of heat?’ 

An example of the manner in which particular fubftances are 
treated may likewife be ufeful. As a fhort article, we fele& 
that of the carbonate of foda. 

P. 103.—* XXIV. OF CARBONATE OF SODA. 

* § ccxevil. Carbonate of foda, mild or xrated foda,' erated 
fixed mineral alkali, is a perfect neutral falt, confifting of the car- 
bonic acid and pure or cauflic foda. In Hungary, Egypt, Perfia, 
the Eaft Indies and China, it is found ready formed on the furface 
of the earth; likewife in a great many mineral waters, and on old 
walls. But, as this native carbonate of foda is never completely 
faturated with the carbonic acid, it is neceflary to have recourfe to 
art, to obtain itin that ftate. This falt is likewife formed ‘by the 
dire&t combination of its conftituent parts; and, indireét!ly, by the 
decompofition of other neutral falts; and by the lixiviation of the 
afhes of plants growing near the fea. 

« § ccxevii1. The completely faturated carbonate of foda has 
rhomboidal cryftals, which reprefent an aggregation of {cales. 
On expofure to the atmofphere, it lofes its water of cryftalliza- 
tion and efflorefces. Fire aéts upon it in the fame manner as 
upon carbonate of pot-afh. Its tafte is urinous, but lefs acrid 
than that of mild potafh. It changes the blue juices of vegetables. 

reen. 
e § cexctx. This falt requirestwo parts of cold water for pér- 
fe& faturation, but only an equal quantity of boiling water. Hence, 
it readily cryftallizes on the cooling of the lixivium; the chryftals, 
however, will be more beautiful if the evaporation be carried on 
flowly. - -- . 

¢ H ccc. Acids and vitrifiable earths have the fame effe&t upon 
earbonate of foda as upon carbonate of pot-afh, except that the glafs, 
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produced in the latter cafe, is more durable, and fufes with greater 
facility. 

‘ § cect. Carbonate of foda is decompounded by quicklime and 
pure ponderous earth. in the fame manner as carbonate of pot-ath ; 
and pure or cauftic foda may be obtained according to the fame 
method, and by the fame procefs, that we obtain cauftic pot-ath ; 
and pure or cauftic foda differs from mild foda, for the fame reafon 

*that mild pot-afh differs from cauftic. 

« § ccc. The compofition of the fixed cauftic alkalis, notwith- 
ftanding the numerous experiments made on this fubjeét, remains 
as yet obfcure ; and we are {till obliged to confider them as fimple 
bodies, although it be very probable that they are compofed of dif- 
ferent elements. Some modern chemifts fufpe& that nitrogen con- 
ftitates one of their general principles.’ 

The natures of different fubftances ofthe animal and vege- 
table kingdoms are explained with great precifion and clearnets. 
From the former we fhall prefent the reader with a pafiage. 


P. 342.-—* CXXVIII, OF EGGS. 


«§mxiv. A bird’s egg, when minutely examined, appears to 
confift of five parts; 1, the fhell; 2, the pellicle; 3, the white ; 
4, the bread; 5. the yellowor yolk. ‘The fhell is compofed of cal- 
carcous earth and phofphate of lime, united by an animal glut. x. 
It is very difficult therefore to diffolve an egg-fhell direétly in 
concentrated acids, but if thefe be diluted and digefted upon it, the 
folution is perfeét, and the gluten is feparated, and forms a difting& 
ftratum. 

‘§mxv. White of egg agrees in its chemical properties with 
the ferum of blood and the cheefy part of milk. It changes the 
fyrup of violets green, and putrefies in a fhort time when left to 
itfelf. At the temperature of boiling water it becomes a gelatinous 
mafs, which, by a continued moderate heat, or in the open air, 
dries into a tranfparent corneous fubftance. If this operation be 
performed in clofe veffels, on a water bath, we obtain an infipid 
phlegm which fpeedily putrefies. When diftilled by an intenfer 
heat, it affords carbonic acid gaz, hydrogen gaz, an empyreumatic 
oil, and ammoniac. The a, wi isa coal, of which the ahes con- 
tain phofphate of lime and foda. 3 

«§ mxvi. White of egg, if recent, is ‘foluble in water, but in- 
foluble when hard. It coagulates in all acids, and, if the coagulum 
be feparated by filtration, we obtain, on evaporating the remaining 
liquid, a neutral falt, formed of the acid employed, and foda ; alco- 
hol likewife coagulates the white of egg. 

«§ mxvit. The yolk confitts principally of white of egg, com- 
bined with a fixed animal oil and fome jelly. Hence itis partly 
foluble in water, with which it forms a kind of vegetable emulfion, 
It hardens on expofure to fire, but becomes merely a. friable mafs, 
from which, when gently torrefied, we may exprefs the oily fub- 
ftance termed oi] of eggs; which is fimilar to an infpiffated fixed 
vegetable oil, but becomes rancid in a fhort time. _ What remains 
aijer expreffion is the coagulable part of dhe yolk. The yolk of 
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eggs is partly coagulated by acids and alcohol. It affords by dry 
diftillation the produéts of all animal bodies. 

‘«{mxvitt. The pellicle or membrane of the egg agrees with the 
fibrous part of blood. As for the tread, it only differs from the 
white of egg by its greater confiftence.’ 

After this account of the work, it is only neceflary for us 
to obferve, that the tranflator appears to have performed his. 
tafk with fidelity and attention. In a few inftances we have 
indeed found him to make ufe of oxyded inftead of oxydated, when 


treating on the fubjeét of the calcination of metals. ; 


Art. v. A Second Walk through Wales, by the Rev. Richard 
Warner, of Bath, in Auguft and September 1798. 8vo. 365 
pages, (with two plates). Price 8s. Bath, Cruttweil; 
London, Dilly. 1799. 


We are glad that the gratification which Mr. Warner re- 
ceived in his firft Walk through Wales has prompted him to 
repeat his rambles, for a more lively and good-humoured tra- 
veller we fcarcely ever accompanied. In his prefent excurfion 
we obferve that Mr. W. has indulged his love for antiquarian 
lore fomewhat more freely than in his former one: fcarcel 
does he crofs the Severn but he is all over duft with the rubbif 
of the ruins at Caerleon, the inhabitants of which place do not 
appear to have cultivated any fimilar tafte, for it feems that 
within thefe three years the town has been defpoiled of two 
gateways, probably Norman; and, Mr. W. tells us that, with- 
in a ftill fhorter period, a circumftance occurred * which con- 
fiderably detracts from the claffical character of the Caer- 
leonites.’ Some workmen, on digging for the foundation of a 
warehoufe, ftruck upon. a mafs of fragments of ancient ma- 
fonry, capitals, fhatis, pedeftals, &c. &c. &c.; the owner was 
made acquainted with the circumitance, and was recommended 
to profecute the difcovery, as it might poffibly throw light on 
the hiftory of the town; he went to the excavation, looked at 
the remains with perfect indifference, and coolly obferving 
that ‘¢ thefe’em fort of things had nothing to do with his coal 
fpeculation,” ordered the workmen to cover them up, 

On entering into Glamorganfhire, our tourift bends his fteps 
to Caerphilly, the eventful hiftory of whofe caftle occupies 
many interefting pages. ‘Theera of its ere€tion is uncertain: 
that it fhould have been built by the Welth princes is impro- 
bable ; Mr. Warner obferves, very juftly, that they had neither 
ability nor leifure to effe& ‘fo ftupendous a work. He conjec- 
tures, with fome plaufibility, that a caftle was originally erected 
at Caerphilly, at the time when Robert Fitz-hamon with his 
twelve dependent adventurers, took poffeffion of Glamorganthir« 
inthe year rogo. What was obtained by violence it was ne- 
ceflary to fecure by fortrefles of uncommon ftrength, The o!d 
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Norman caftle, however, was difmantled in 1217, and al- 
though it was repaired by John Bruce in 1221, yet, fays Mr. 
W.., the prodigious fize of the prefent {tru€ture (which is re. 

ited to have been fufhiciently large to accommodate a garrifon 
of twenty thoufand men) prohibits the idea of its being the 
work of a fubje&t; various reafons difpofe him to be of opinion, 
that the ftruéture, as we now fee it, with its enormous towers, 
baftions and walls, was built by Edward I. the conqueror of 
Wales. 

The vale of Glamorgan is the garden of South Wales; fhel- 
tered from the blafts of the north * by an undulating chain of 
lofty hills,’ it bears every appearance, fays Mr. Warner, of 
the moft productive fertility; with thefe advantages, he ex- 
pected to have found the hufbandry of the vale of Glamorgan- 
fhire in a ftate of comparative perfeétion; our traveller was 
more difappointed than we are on learning that the farmers ex- 
hauit their land by a mercilefs rotation of crops. We have 
frequently obferved, that in thofe parts of the country where 
land yields, as it were, fpontaneous riches, farms undergo a 
carelefs and penurious cultivation; on the contrary, where land 
is poor and hungry, the utmoft attention is beftowed on its 
management. Man, Dr. Johnfon fays, has a natural pro- 
penfity to indolence. ‘The aétivity and exertion to be expected 
from farmers muft always bear a proportion to the urgency of 
the {timulus which operates to excite them. On poor lands, 
that ftimulus is prefented in the certainty that deficient crops 
will refult from deficient culture. On rich lands, farmers are 
not thus ftimulated; they too commonly rely with idle and 
prefumptuous confidence on an exuberant, inexhautftible, and 
untired fertility of the foil. Mr. Warner tells us, that the 
Glamorganfhire farmer will force his land to the following ro- 
tation: firft year, wheat; fecond year, barley; third, oats; 
and fourth, barley and clover, and repay its labors, perhaps, 
with only one fcanty covering of manure! Is it wonderful that, 
purfuing an agricultural fyftem thus infamoufly bad, farmers of 
from fixty to a hundred pounds a year are miferably poor! that 
their diet is of the coarfeft kind, and that their cellars feldom 
afford a drop of ale to comfort them after the labours of the day! 
We were much pleafed to learn that, although the flate of huf- 
bandry and the fituation of the fmall farmers be thus unfavor- 
able, the peafantry are ftrong, and cheerful, and well fed: the 
cottages are commonly let for fifteen or twenty fhillings a 
year, and to each of them is attached a {mall plot of ground for 
the cultivation of efculent vegetables. 

Our traveller, being now near the fea fhore, vifited the cliff, 
for the purpofe of remarking its ftratification, and of entering 
into a natural cavern of confiderable extent. Among the neigh- 
bouring villages it is a common practice to gather the rock- 
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famphire which grows abundantly along the ledges and down 
the perpendicular fides of the cliff: the famphire-gatherer 
plants an iron crow bar firmly into the earth, at the brow of the 
rock ; to this bar he fixes a ftout rope, which he takes in his 
hand, and then boldly drops himfelf over the head of the rock 
till he reaches the crevices weie the famphire is found. ‘That 
terrible accidents fhould attend this ‘ dreadful trade,’ cannot 
excite furprife: Mr. Warner has given us an account of one 
from the relation of a gentleman who was his guide through 
Glamorganfhire, which is fo full of horror, that, to ufe a 
vulgar, but very expreflive, phrafe, ‘* it made our blood run 
cold :” 

P. 73.——* A few years fince, one of thefe adventurers went alone to 
the {pot we are {peaking of, to follow his accuftomed trade, He fixed 
his crow bar, attached the cord to it, and defcended the face of the 
rock. In the courfe of a few minutes he reached a ledge, which gra- 
dually retiring inwards, flood fome feet within the perpendicular, and 
over which the brow of the cliff beetled confequently in the fame pro- 
portion. Bufily employed in gathering fampiire, and attentive only 
to the objeét of profit, the rope fuddenly dropped from his hand, and 
after a few ofcillations, but all without his reach, became ftationary at 
the diftance of four or five feet from him. Nothing could exceed the 
horror of his’ fituation:~Above was a rock of fixty or feventy feet in 
height, whofe projecting brow would defy every attempt of his to af- 
cend it, and prevent every effort of others to render him aififtance. 
Below was a perpendicular defeent of one hundred feet, terminated by- 
ragged rocks, over which the furge was breaking with dreadful vio- 
lence. Before him was the rope, his only hope of fafety, his only 
means of return; but hanging at fuch a tantalizing diftance, as baffled 
all expeétation of his reaching it. Our adventurer was, fortunately, 
young, active, refolute; he therefore quickly determined what plan to 
adopt; colle¢ting all his powers into one effort, and f{pringing boldly 
from the ledge, he threw himfeli into the dreadful vacuum, and dafhed 
at the fufpended rope. The defperate exertion was fuccefsful; he 
caught the cord, and in a fhort time was once more at the top of the 
rock.’ 

Mr. Warner, in this fecond peregrination, revifited many 
fcenes which he furveyed before. The beauties of Hafod, which 
our pede(trian had defcribed in fo lively a manner, again layin 
his route, and invited his fteps: the ludicrous adventure which 
befel him laft year at Devil’s-Bridge, was the prelude to one of 
a very different complexion which befel him now: one of a 
molt ferious and fearful nature, One morning Mr. W. left | 
his companions at the inn bulily employed in writing, and 
went to the bridge in order to take a drawing of the {cenery ; 
the {pot whence he had the arch and gulph in a good point of 
view, confilting of late rock, or loofe lamina, giving way 
with the leaft preffure, and fliding over one another : 


Pp. 156.—* Its defcent is very precipitous, meafuring at leaft ninet¥Y 


feet, and at the bottom a refiftlefs torrent boils through deep natural 
Pp4 cauldrons, 
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cauldrons, formed in the rock by the conftant attrition of the watzrs. 
I had crept with fome difficulty to a {pot on this bank, and was pre- 
paring my fketch-book, when the faithlefs flate gave way, andin a 
few feconds hurried me down the horrible declivity fourteen or fifteen 
feet. The gulph was now immediately below, and feemed ready to 
receive me, and no human means appeared fufficient to prevent my in- 
evitable deitru¢tion. One moment only was allowed for recolle¢tion 
and exertion. Providentially J——n’s ftick was in my right hand; 
darting this, therefore, into the loofe fragments at my feet, with that 
uncoinmen energy which defperation gives, the iron fpike made its way 
into the firm ground, and afforded a fupport for my rivht foot. Thus 
partially fecured, with my left hand I foon worked for myfelf a feat in 
the declivity, by removing'the loofe fhale; here I placed myfelf, and 
then fixing the ftick again firmly into the ground, I repeated my labours 
with my Jeft hand, and thus by degrees auorked wy/e/f up to the {pot 
from which | had originally flipped. 

‘I truft I was not ungrateful for this inflance of providential protec- 
tion, in an extremity fo defperate. My powers of refleGlion, however, 
did not return to me immediately, and even when I went back to the 
inn, horror was fo ftrongly marked in my countenance, that my com- 
panions, for a few moments, {carcely recollected their brother tourift.’ 


We were very highly gratified with the account which is 
given us of the extenfive agricultural improvements which are 
introduced by the hofpitable and patriotic proprietor of Haféd: 
Colonel Johnes is likely to alter, in the {pace of a few years, 
the very face of the country around him. He has in his own 
hands a farm of nearly five thoufand acres, and purfues a fy{tem 
of agriculture, where fcience and tafte, fays Mr. W., go hand 
in hand: his plantations are immenfe, and the colonel increafes 
them by the amnua/ addition of about three hufdred thoufand trees: 
Jat year he greatly excceded this average, haying planted of larch, 
birch, mountain-afh, alder, beech, and wych-elm, the im- 
menfe number of 597,200 trees! His mode ‘of enclofing is 
laborious and expenfive, but, to fhew that it is eventually pro~ 
fitab'e, we are told, that he has cultivated ground, originally not 
worth more than half a crown an acre, which might now be 
let for forty fhillings an acre. After having enclofed, com- 
monly with a itone wall, and drained the track of land which 
is intended for cultivation, the colonel lays on from two ta 
three hundred bufhels of lime per acre, which is flacked by 
water carried to the heaps, and ploughed in as foon as poflible : 

Pp. '152.——* He begins ploughing before Chriftmas, and by June 
gets the land into very fine order, when he fows turnips, throwing inat 
the fame time a quantity of powdered oil-cake, a manure which he finds 
of great advantage to the ground, ‘Thefe turnips are fed off by theep 
folded upon thew. He next plants potatoes, taking care to givé the 
Jand another good coat of manure, and afterwards lays it down with 
oats or barley to grafs, throwing in twenty pounds of different feeds, 
and a bufhel and a half of rye-grafs per acre. His objeét in this fy ftem 
is to lay down his Jand to grafs as foon as poffible, rightly judging that 
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a grazing farm is more profitable than any other, as well as more pic" 
wrefque. In purfuance of this plan, his prefent ‘tock of cattle is very 
large: two hundred head of cattle, and from two to three thoufand 
fheep, which will be gra dually confiderably increafed. With refpect to 
the Jaft-mentioned animal, he has tried many experiments; the refult of 
which is, that the beft theep for that country is j produced from the 
Cheviot breed, crofled with the Ryeland rams.’ 


The vale of Clwyd, Mr. W. fays, feems to be cultivated 
with more care than mott other parts of Wales, and he had the 
pleafure to obferve, that the excellence of the agriculiure was 
rewarded by the general appearance of an abundant harvelt, 
Mr. W.’s remark is quite correct,“ that the vale of Clwyd is too 
extenfive to prefent a picturefque appearance : that particular 
parts are very highly fo, is unqueitionable ; but viewed from 
any eminence, which, like Denbigh caltle, overlooks the vale 
almoft from one extremity to the other, w e perfectly remember 
to have been ftruck with the confufion aa infignifi cance of the 
objects before us. 

From Deuabigh our pedeftrian and | his companions proceed to 
Holywell: it is pleafing to know the celebrated fpring, 
which for centuries was dedicated to funestitious ufes, has of late 
years been fubfervient to more valuable purpotes : : within little 
more than a mile from its appearance out of the rock to its 
blending with the Chefter channel, this torrent works one large 
corn-mill; four cotton mann! aGtories ; a copper and brats 
work ; bsmaier mills, where copper, brewing, and other 
veflels are manufa@tured ; a mill for drawing copper-wire ; a 
calcinary of calamine ; and a building for making brafs. Here 
We may mention, once for all, that the curiofity of our travel- 
Jers, ever alive, fuifered nothing to efcape notice which had 
any claim to the attention of naturalifts, philofophers, or eco- 
nomilts. Mr, W. viewed the immenfe mines at Holywelt 
with the fearching eye of a mineralogilt; we learn from him 
that the produts. ot the level mine are limeftone, burned for 
manure and building; chertz, or petrofilex, ufed in the pot- 
teries ; lead ore, of which there are two forts: galena, or pot- 
ter’s lead ore, and the feed ore, which contains a proportion of 
filver ; calamine, an ore of zinc, which combined with copper 
(in proportion of one part to three of copper, ) form s brafs 5 
and blende, or black-jack, another ore of zinc, containing 
that metal in combination with iron and fulphur, and ufed for 
the fame purpofe as the calamine. We are forry to feel the 
neceflity of repeating an obferyation which Mr. * sll made, 
wherever he vifited a mine or manufactory, that the defolatin 
war in which we have fo long been engaged, has deadened all 
their operations: of the fubftances juft mentioned, that which is 
mott valuable and found in the Jargeit quantities in the Holywell 
Jevel mine, is the lead ore, the price of which has been reduced 
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by the war from thirteen and fifteeen pounds per ton to feven 
and eight! the confequence is, that the miner can fcarcely 
contrive to exift: his profits are not merely inadequate to the 

eri} which he is expofed to and the labor which he under- 
goes, but they are barely fufficient for his maintenance. 

To thofe who are acquainted with Mr. W’s firft ‘“¢ Walk” 
through the land of Ancient Britons, it is fuperfluous to fay, 
that he is not unmindful of the various manners which are ob- 
fervable in different parts of the country. The mountains of 
Merionethfhire feem to have fecured to its inhabitants a great 
deal of their antient and original character ; but even here may 
be anticipated a fpeedy adulteration of that fimplicity which is 
fo interefting, from the eafy intercourfe with thefe children of 
nature now afforded to travellers, by means of turnpike roads, 
which are excellent throughout North Wales. Mr. W. tells 
us that at prefent the fcenery and manners are perfe€tly High- 
Jandifh, and the national language fo general, that fcarcely a 
cottager was able to {peak a {ingle word of Englifh: he had 
occafion to remark, that’on the north-weft coaft of Wales, 
much lefs Englifh is fpoken than in any other parts. In Flint- 
fhire, on the contrary, the ufe of the national tongue is almoft 
fuperfeded: the Englifh language is taught in fchools, and, in 
fome degree, enforced on the children, for if, in their colloquial 
intercourfe, one of the fcholars be detected in fpeaking a Welfh 
word, he is immediately degraded with the Wel/h lump, that is, 
a large piece of lead is faftened to a {tring and fufpended round 
the neck of the offender, This mark of ignominy has had the 
defired effet: Mr. Warner juftly obferves that, however the 

ride of the Englifhman may be gratified by fo great a compli- 
ment paid to his vernacular tongue, the philofopher will lofe 
much by the amalgamation which is rapidly taking place in 
the language and manners of Wales with thofe of our own 
country. 

In making any general remarks on the ftyle of our tourift, 
oy the principal objects of his purfuit, we fhould merely trans 
f{cribe thofe which have already been made by our predeceffors 
in their review of Mr. Warner’s former volume, to which we 
mult refer our readers. Mr. W.’s prefent itinerary evinces, as 
his former one, a more than common ardor and aétiyity, and he 
has, moreover, as before, prefixed to each kctter a neat little 
chart of the route which it defcribes. 


Art. vi. Studies of Nature, tranflated from the French of 
F. H. B. St. Pierre, carefully abridged; with a copious Index. 
By. L, T. Rede. 8yo. 450 pages. Welt. 1798. 


THE great object of M. St. Pierre’s work was to elucidate 


the harmony of the various operations of nature. In his purfuit 
of 


Rede’s Abridgment of St. Pierre’s Studies of Nature. §87 
of this objeét he has certainly entitled himfelf to our obliga- 


tions, not only by his collection, arrangement, and illuftration 
of a very great variety of facts, relative to the different iubjects 
of natural hiftory, but by his expofition of thole extenfive ana- 
logies, conneéting them with each other, of which many are 
too obfcure, and many more too obvious, to attach the eye of 
a common obferver. Whilft, however, we concede this 
tribute of praife to the author of the Studies of Nature, we 
muft obferve that, for the purpofe of general utility, no work 
ftood more in need of a careful and judicious abridgment. Not 
only were there many paflages which, as our editor obferves, 
“might be omitted without injury to the main delign of the 
author,’ but many, of which the object and interefts of his main 
defign particularly demanded the fuppreffion; and thofe, not only 
paflages ‘in which he has fported on the wings of fancy, and 
which might lead a youthful imagination beyond thofe objects, 
which are beft fuited to earlier obfervation and comprehenfion,’ 
but paflages, alfo, where, in attemping a peculiar fubtilty of 
diftinction, he has bewildered his difcuffions with grofs confufion 
and palpable abfurdities. Of this we fhall notice only a fingle 
inftance, to which, as well as to feveral others, we are 
forry that our editor has not extended the exercife of his pruning- 
hig In a chapter on the Péeafures of Ignorance, the author 
ays, 

y We muft take care not to confound, as all our moralifts do, 
ignorance and error. Ignorance is the work of nature, and in many 
cafes a blefling to man; whereas error is frequently the fruit of our 
pretended human {ciences, and is always an evil.’ 

The principle of this diftin@ion, which was probably bor- 
rowed from Helvetius, is certainly juft ; but it is furely as irra. 
tional to call ignorance a bleffing, as it would be to call non. 
exiftence a bleffing, becaufe exiitence is often a ftate of mifery. 

‘ For one pleafure which fcience beftows, and caufes to perifh ia 
the beftowing, ignorance prejents us with a thoufand which flatter 
us infinitely more. You demonftrate to me that the fun is a fixed 
globe, the attraction of which gives to the planets one half of their 
movements. Had they, who believed it to be conduéted round the 
world by Apollo, an idea lefs fubiime ?” 

If not, it is yet evident that they were indebted for this idea 
to error, not to ignorance, and_our author reverts to the fame 
confufion of language which he fetgut with expofing. , 

‘ O myfterious ignorance,’ concludes the author, ‘ draw thy hal- 
Jowed curtains over thofe enchanting fpectacles? Permit not human 


fcience to apply to them its cheerleis compafies. Let not virtue be 
reduced henceforth to look for her reward from the juilice and the 


fenfibility of a globe! Permit her to think that there are, in the 
univerfe, deitinies far different from thofe which fill up the meafure 
of woe upon this earth.’ ; 
Does this appeal to ignorance in fupport of the confidence of 
virtue, convey a fentiment Atted to aflift the labors of thofe 
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“ who teach the young idea how to fhoot ?” 

On many accounts this abridgment may be highly ufeful ; but 
we certainly cannot give it our unqualified approbation, as 
adapted to that purpofe which appears to have been a principal 
object of its publication—the inftruction of youth. 


Art. vit. General Bisgraphy, or Lives, Critical and Hiftorical, 
of the moft Eminent Perfons of all Ages, Countries, Conditions, 
and Profeffions, arranged according to Alphabetical Order. 
Chiefly compofed by J. Aikin, M.D. and the late Rev. W. 
Enfield, Li. p. Volumel. 4to. 560 pages. Price 11. 5s. 
Robinfons. 

Tuts volume is introduced to the reader by a well-written 
and very fenfible preface; in which the nature of the work, 
and the defign of the writers of it, are pointed out. They tell 
us, that they hope they have difmiffed few characters w fee 
merit without fully anfwering the leading biographical quef- 
tions, ‘ What was he? What did he?’—* His moral and intellec- 
tual qualities,’ they add, ‘ the principal events of his life, his 
relative merit tn the department he occupied, and efpecially the 
manner in which he was firft formed to his art or profeffion, 
with the gradations by which he rofe to excellence, have en- 
gaged our attentive inquiries, and we have endeavoured to de- 
vcelope them with all the accuracy that concifenefs would allow.’ 

Jt is impoffible for any one to read this, without perceiving 
that thefe learned writers fully comprehended the duties of the 
undertaking in which they were engaged, whatever, upon ex~ 
amining the contents, may be his opinion of its execution. 
Every one who is converfant with the writings of Dr. Aikin 
and Dr. Enfield will look into this work with raifed expecta- 
tions, and will be ready, even antecedently to infpection, to 
congratulate the country upon an acceflion of literary wealth. 
It mutt be acknowledged that, although we have many ufeful, 
and even fome fplendid biographical works in our language, 
yet we have not one of a nature and extent fimilar to the prefent: 
fomething of this kind was therefore certainly a defideratum. 
The Biographical Dictionary, of which a new edition has lately 
been publithed, may perhaps be urged as an exception to this 
remark ; but we think that work too fummary and concife to 
fatisfy the curiofity or increafe the knowledge of mankind, con- 
cerning the eminent of all ages and countries. Indeed a com- 
plete work of this kind can never be expected; for, not to 
mention the difficulties which lie in the way of obtaining exact 
information concerning the conduct and attainments of any in- 
dividual, even one with whom the biographer was mott inti- 
mately acquainted, of learning hew the charaéter was modelled, 
or ‘in what manner he was firft formed for his art or profef- 
fion,’ it muft be obvious to the moft fuperficial confideration, 

that 
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that, as the original biography of all nations is effentially im- 
perfect, every compendium of fuch biography mutt neceflarily be 
itill more fo. 

Their title to praife will be great if our biographers have in 
part executed a work which has no equal of its kind in the 
language, and which may be read with pleafure by the curious, 
and with profit by the thoughtful. To this praife it will be 
found that they are intitled, and to more than this they, per- 
haps, did not afpire. | 

The accounts of moft of the remarkable men recorded in 
this volume, whofe lives have employed the pens of different 
writers, are very’ fatisfactory. he narratives are lucid, the 
reflexions wife and philofophical, and though the accounts be 
concife, they are yet full. The lives of Alexander the Great, 
of Atticus, of Athanafius, &c. &c. prefent evidence to the 
juftice of this remark. 

We are forry, however, that we have it not in our power to 
fay that the lives of natives of our own country, even of fome 
who have been contemporary with the biographers, are given 
with a minutenefs and intereft proportionate to the means in 
exiftence of obtaining information. The writers evidently 
are almoft eclufively indebted to wri/ten accounts, and appear to 
have learned nothing, or very little, from living and oral com- 
munication. ‘The editors of the Biographia Britannica appear 
to us much more fortunate in this refpect. We-cannot better 
eftablith the folidity of this remark than by referring our readers 
to the life of Sir Richard Arkwright. Whatever the perfonal 
charaéter of Arkwright might be, his name was, and ever 
mutt be connected with inventions, which have given to this 
country a pre-eminence amongit nations in commerce and ma- 
nufacture. And may not many be expected to look into this 
work with eager curiofity for an account of this man and of 
his inventions? We believe they will experience a fevere.dif- 
appointment. It has been often remarked, and we think with 
judgment, that as, whillt we have the lives of learned men pre- 
ferved in great numbers, we have few lives of men of eminence 
in the commercial world, it has become now a great defideratum 
to have exact accounts of the character, condudt, and talents, of 
fuch as have been, in bufinefs, the founders of great fortunes. 
Arkwright was one of thefe, and had alfo the credit of fome of 
the molt remarkable difcoveries of his time. What then has ‘ 
been the refult of the inquiries of our biographers concerning 
this man? So trifling, as to be in the highelt degree unfatis- 
factory. We have a parade of the general fate and fortune 
of inventors and projectors, not clofely conneéted with the 
‘circumftances of Arkwright’s hiftory, and fome flight account 
of the law fuit about his patent; and this is the life of Ark 


wright! If any reader be fatisfied with this, he is deftigute “ 
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all laudable curiofity refpe€ting the hiftory of his fpecies or of 
his country. We mutt alfo add, that what little is here given: 
us of eto concerning Arkwright, is ill written; it 
appears that it was written neither by Dr. Aikin nor Dr. En- 
field, but this is no apology for its imperfections. 

We have alfo remarked the omiffion of fome names, which 
we think were intitled to a place in this work, and we cannot 
but confider their omiffion as an additional proof that the pub- 
lic is not to expe€&t from this volume much original informa- 
tion concerning natives of our own country. Amengft the 
omiffions of which we complain we number the celebrated 
philanthropift, Mr. Allen, of Bath, the friend of Pope and 
the patron of Warburton. Pope’s Man of Rofs was furely 
not unworthy the notice of our biographers. We think, too, 
that the unfortunate Major André was worthy cf record, as 
an object of curiofity—a genius of much promife, who found a 
premature grave. ‘Such, at leaft, is the opinion of Mifs Sew- 
ard concerning him, and we conceive that one whom Mifs 
Seward was proud to celebrate would have done no difhonour 
to thefe pages. There are many who will be inclined to 
think that Mr. Badcock, fo well known for the affiftance he 
gave to Dr. White in the compofition of the Bampton Letures, 
merited notice, at leaft as much as one third of the divines 
whofe names are found in this volume. We have given thefe 
inftances that we might not be accufed of a difpofition to de 
tract from the merit of this work, by unfounded charges of 
negle&t, We might have named others, but thefe will ferve 
as a fample of fuch as we conceive ought to have been, and 
are not, mentioned in the volume before us. 

Notwithftanding thefe obfervations, which we have been 
obliged by our regard to truth and propriety to make, we mutt 
pronounce, and we do it with pleafure, that this is a perform- 
ance of very great merit, and that the lives are, in general, 
written ip a neat and even in an elegant ftyle. We think it 
improper to difinifs the article without a fpecimen. 


P. 449.—* The character of Atterbury was marked with that tur- 
bulent ambition and contentious violence which animated the Beckets 
and Lauds of former times, and which was ill difguifed by the affected 
mildnefs and moderation of his epiftolary writings. His party zeal 
fufficiently appears from the events of his life above recited, and various 
‘anecdotes might be added in confirmation of it. Lord Harcourt af- 
firmed, that on the queen’s death, Atterbury came to him and Boling- 
broke, and urged the immediate proclamation of the pretender, offer- 
ing to put on his lawn fleeves, and bead the proceffion. ‘The very ran- 
‘cour of party was fhown in his fufpenfion ~ 4 a worthy clergyman, Mr. 


Gibbin, curate of Gravefend, for allowing the ufe of his church to 
the chaplain of the Dutch troops, who were called over to. fupprefs the 
“rebellion. Such a man, however, would probably feel an equally 
‘warm-attachment to his friends; and nothing can be more cordially 

‘ affectionate 
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affeftionate than his letters to Pope, with whom he maintained a clofe 
intimacy only terminated with life. From an anecdote which Lord 
Chefterfield related to Dr. Maty, as told him by Pope, it would feem 


that Atterbury was long a fceptic as to the grounds of that religi 
for the eftablifhed form of which he was fo zealous. Yet Men oe 


anecdote implies that he ceafed to be fo; and he feems to have derived 
much of the confolation of his adverfity from his religious principles, 

* His literary character has, perhaps (through his connections with 
thofe who were at that time the chiet difpenfers of literary fame), been 
raifed beyond its true level, But, to this day, few Englifh authors 
rank above him as a compofer of fermons; in which, if he is not fub- 
lime, he is fometimes pathetic, and always eloquent, clear, and ftrik- 
img. As acontroverfialift, he is keen, lively, and dexterous, but rather 
popular than deep or exact. His letters are admirable fpecimens of 
elegant familiarity, and are preferred to the more laboured ones of 
Pope, with which they are printed. His critical efforts have done 
more honoar to his tafte than to his eradition; and in particular, his 
attempt to prove that Virgil meant to allude to Antonius Mufa, under 
the fictitious perfon of Iapis-in the AEneid, is reckoned futile by judi- 
cious commentators. His tranflations of two odes of Horace have re- 
ceived more than their due fhare of applaufe.—a.’ 

One diftinguifhing feature of this publication is the 
philfsphical fpirit which it every where breathes; the Te- 
flexions are often profound, always folid, pertinent, and con- 
vincing. In this refpe&t it owns no equal among the works 
of Englith biographers. Sincerely do we regret, that in fo 
early a [tage of its execution, the undertaking has been deprived 
of the important aid of one of its principal conductors. We 
wifh, though we can fcarcely hope, that the furviving one m 
live to fee its completion. The greatelt reftraint on the medi- 
tation of great deligns is that we are fo feldom allowed thte 
profpect of being able to carry them into effect.’ Dr. Enfield’s 
department, we are told, has already in a great meafure been 
fupplied; we rejoice to hear this, for when fuch provifion is 
left to the cafual difcretion of the bookfellers, it is not always 
well made. 


Art.vitt. Memoirs of the Life of Charles Macklin, Efq. prin- 
cipally compiled from his own Papers and Memorandums ; 
which contain his Criticifms on, and Chara@ters and Anecdotes 
of, Betterton, Booth, Wilks, Cibber, Garrick, Barry, Moffip, 

_ Sheridan, Foote, Quin, and mift of his Contemporaries; toge- 
ther with his valuable Obfervations on the Drama, on the’ 
Science of Ating, and on various other Subjects: the While 
forming a comprehenfive but fucciné? Hiftory of the Stage; 
which includes a Period of one hundred Years. By James 
Thomas Kirkman, of the Honourable Society of Lincola’s 
Inn.. 8vo. 2 vols. About 450 pages each. Price 14s. 
Lackington-and Allen. 1799. 
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SINCE the death of this dramatic Neftor, we have had various 
¢ memoirs,’ &c. of his chequered and eventful lite: fo that, al- 
though the public may not be in pofleffion of every minute par 
ticular in the biography of Mr. Macklin, it is fufficiently well 
acquainted with the general outlines to render it unneceflary for 
us to make a formal abftract of the ork before us. hefe 
memoirs are by far the moft copious of any that we have feen: 
Mr. Macklin had at one time himfelf determined to give the 
world an authentic hiftory of his life; he had proceeded fo far 
as to prepare, and even to arrange, in fome mealure, the mate- 
rials for that purpofe ; 

* Bur finding,’ fays our author, vol. i. p. 2, ¢ that a work of that 
magnitude would be tco laborious an undertaking, at his time of life, 
and too great an encroachment on the bufinefs of his profeffion, he 
refolved to give the materials to fome perfon, on whom he could de- 
pend, for the purpofe of compiling and throwing them into form. 

« With this view he made choice of the author, conceiving, as it is 
hoped the reader will, that a near relation, bred up, and living for 
upwards of twenty years with him ; acquainted from his infancy with 
his defcent, family, and conneétions; and enabled by daily obferva- 
tions to trace out, and truly delineate his character, would be more 
likely than any other perfon.to write an hiftory recommended by truth 
and fidelity ; objeéts, in Mr. Macklin’s opinion, far fuperior, in in- 
trinfic value, to all the graces and beauties which the higheft embel- 
lifhments of fiyle could beftow upon it.’ 

The period of Mr. Macklin’s birth has been difputed: him- 
felf ufed to fay that he was born in the laft year of the laft 
century: Mr. K. contends that he was born long before that 
time. His father, William M‘Laughlin, (that is the uncorrupted 


‘name,) commanded a troop of horfe in the army of James the 


Second, at the battle of the Boyne ; his mother partook the for- 
tunes of her hufband, and, attended by a female fervant, led her 
infant of two months old into the danger and the din of war! 
That infant was the fubject of the preient biography, who was 
carried away from the fcene of action in a turf-ki/h to the houfe 
of a friend at Shinglafs, in the county of Weftmeath. In at- 
teftation of the truth of this ftory, however, no written docu- 
ments can be adduced, but Mr. K. brings forward the oral tefti- 
mony. of Mrs. Elizabeth Macklin, relict of the late Charles, 
who has aflured the author, and if necetiary, is ready to teftify 
upon oath, that the circumftance has been repeatedly communi- 


_eated to her by a perfon of the name of Mary Millar, who 


lived fervant w.th the mother of Mr. Macklin during his 
minority, 

. And who had,’ vol. i. p. 146, © her own age marked in her arm 
by gunpowder, which mark, or regifter, of birth, Mrs. Macklin had 
frequent opportunities of feeing, during the time Mary Millar lived 
fervant sith her in Dublin. And this circumftance is the more accu- 
rate and remarkable, hecaufe the difference between the age of Charles 
Wlacklin and Mary Villar was known to be exactly ten years. 


‘ The 
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© The author alfo of this hiftory has frequently heard his mother, 
who lived long in the habits of intimacy with the mother of Mr. 
Macklin, recount the ftory of Chaties having been conveyed away, as 
already ftated, in a ‘turf-ki4, from the fcene of action. near the Buyne, 
and of his living two days almoft without futtenance, owing to his 
having been rapidly carried away to a diitant part of the country, 
without his mother, who nurfed him herfelf, but who was then occu- 
pied in affording every confolation in her power to the afflicted mind 
of her hufband, after his defeat.’ 

The reafon attributed for Mr. Macklin’s folicitous conceal- 
ment of his age is, that he was confcious of a deficiency in 
erudition at a time, of life when his mind ought to have been 
better ftored with the treafures of fcience: this is a very lame 
excufe: the company which Mr. Macklin kept, when he was 
thirty years of age, was not likely, by their fuperior /cientific at- 
tainments, to put our hero to the blufh. It was at this period of 
his life, however, that Mr. Macklin offered himfelf to Mr. 
Watkins, the manager of a ftrolling company at Briftol ; he was 
engaged, and found the major part of the performers were 
younger than himfelf. That he felt mortified at the fuperior 
profeffional knowledge of his junior companions is very likely, 
and that on this account he might wifh to conceal his age is 
equally fo. While he was hefitating, however, whether he 
fhould call himfelf twenty, or whether he fhould call himfelf 
thirty years old, a circumftance occurred which foon brought 
him to a decifion: the heroine of this company was extremely 
beautiful, and only in her nineteenth year. Mr. Macklin be- 
came enamoured of her charms, but he looked upon the difparity 
of their years as an infuperable obftacle to their union. The 
dificulty was eafily to be obviated by an elifion of ten years 
from: his own life, and a ‘ theatrical marriage’ took place be- 
tween them. Mr. Macklin, however, did not enjoy the un- 
divided affection of Mifs Jackfon: fhe was immoderateiy fond 
of the bottle, and in a fhort time died a victim to her intem- 
perance. 

Mr. K. feems to have imbibed, with too littJe difcrimination, 
the partialities, the antipathies, and the opinions of his friend ; 
the character of the biographer, therefore, is fometimes loft in 
that of the panegyrift. ‘There is fomething very indifcreet, to 
fay the leaft of it, in the following paflage: * As Mr. Macklin 
was never fentible that he had occation to bluth at any part of 
his conduct, he was always much lefs fearful of being expofed 
than of being mifreprefented.’, ‘hat Mr. Macklin might be lefs 
fearful of being expofed than of being mifreprefented, is very 
probable ; but his character was far, very far indeed, from being 
pure and immaculate ; and not to have been feniible that he had 
occafion to blufh at many parts of bis conduct, would have be- 
trayed a degree of ignorance, ftupidity or pride, which we 
cannot think him to have pofiefled. Hard poverty, and the in- 
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experience of youth will plead in palliation of his having been 
kept by the amorous landlady in the borough: this early inci- 
dent in Mr. Macklin’s life, however, was not of a nature to be 
contemplated by him in his maturer years with much fatisfac- 
tion or complacency; and although a licentious fafhion may 
give fanétion to his ‘ theatrical marriage’ with Mifs Jackfon, 
in a moral view his connexion with that beautiful Bacchante 
was little better than his lewd vaffalage to ‘ mine hoftefs’ in the 
Borough. Mr. Macklin, in his latter days, furely, could not 
take a retrofpeét of the hours he had pafled at White’s, without 
blufhing at the vaft fums he had ftaked on the turn of a die, or 
the color of a card; and a fubject of ftill more ferious and 
painful reflection to him, muft have been the dreadful excefs 
into which the unbridled violence of paffion had the effect of 
precipitating him. ‘The hiftory-of the unfortunate circumftance 
here alluded to is narrated at large in the volumes before us, 
with every particular as it came out in evidence upon the trial. 
Mr. Macklin, it is well known, ‘ was indicted for the wilful 
murder of Thomas Hallam, by thrufting a ftick into his left 
eye, and thereby giving him a mortal wound, of the breadth of 
a quarter of an inch, and depth of one inch and an half, May 
the roth, 1735, of which wound he languifhed till the next 
day, and then died.” The jury brought in a verdict of man- 
flaughter. 

he domeftic charaéter of Mr. Macklin feems, from indifput- 
able evidence, to have been very amiable: his biographer has in- 
ferted a great many original letters of Mr. Macklin to his children, 
and they all breathe the pureft and moft ardent folicitude, not for 
their worldly welfare only, but for their refpectability, their 
ftri& honor, and integrity ; and the very affe€tionate manner 
alfo in which he always {peaks of his wife, does great honor 
to his feelings and character as a hufband. 

A confiderable portion of this work is employed in recording 
the petty quarrels, and the trumpery intrigues, among the ma- 
magers and actors of different theatres: now and then this dry 
uninterefting narrative (for fo it is to us) is enlivened, how- 
ever, with fome anecdotes of Betterton, of Booth, of Foote, of 
Garrick, or of Quin, which reward us for the trouble of 
perufal. 

The enmity which fubfifted between Mr. Macklin and Gar- 
rick is well known. It may be curious to fome of our readers 
to fee in what eftimation the talents and character of the latter 
were held by the former. ‘The following is an extraé&t from 
one of the original papers of Mr. Macklin here preferved. 

Vol. ii. p. 265.—* His [ Garrick’s] art in a¢ting confifted im incef- 
fantly pawing and hawling the characters about, with whom he was 
concerned in the fcene—and when hedid not paw or haw! the character, 
he ftalked between themand the audience; and that generally — 

cy 
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they were {peaking the moft important and interefting aes in the 


fcene—which demanded, in propriety, a ftri€ attention. hen he 
fpoke himfelf, he pulled about the charaéter he fpoke to, and 
{queezed his hat, hung forward, and ftood almoft upon one foot, 
with no part of the other to the ground but the toe of it. 

« His whole aétion, when he made love in tragedy or in comedy— 
when he was familiar with his friend—when he was im angerf, 
forrow, rage—confifted im fqueezing his hat, thumping his breaft, 
ftrutting up and down the ftage, and pawing the charaéters that he 
atted with. 

‘ In private life, had this man been interditted the ufe of 
mimicry, of fimulation, and diffimulation, he would have appeareds 
what in reality he was, a fuperficial, infignificant man. Bat with 
the help of thofe arts, he was entertaining, and appeared fagacious, 
learned, good-natured, modeft, and friendly to thofe who had no 
dealings with him—but to thofe who had, he was known to the 
very heart ; for his attachment to intereft in dealings made him as 
obvious, as if Nature had made a window to his heart. 

« Our aétions are the only true teftimonies of our probity. Our 
intimates, and thofe with whom we chufe to retire and live in pri- 
vate, furnifh the beft proofs of the ftrength or weaknefs, richnefs 
or poverty of the mind. 

« The paltry actions of this man are well known: his intimates 
I need not defcribe. The tree is known by its fruit. 

« An ancient philofopher, {peaking of envy, characterizes it very 
finely by faying, it is of that perverfe, unfociable, felfifh nature, 
that, were it abfolute, it would rather forego the indifpenfible in- 
fluence of the fun, than participate the blefling with mankind. 
This defcription of envy may feem to fome men to be exaggerated 
and hyperbolical ; but thofe who have obferved this paffion in its 
éxtremes, in the commerce of the world, or, as Milton has charac- 
terized it in his Paradife Loft, will find it to be naturally juft. A 
ftronger inftance of its influence fure never was known, than in thé 
perfon we have now under confideration ; for, not fatisfied with en- 
deavouring to deftroy the fame of every contemporary aétor, he at- 
tacked even that of the aétreffes, and jaccosdedl’ Nor was the tra- 
ducement of the — fame of male and female, of every age and 
rank upon the ftage, fufficient to gorge the maw of Envy: it flew 
to the dead! and infidioufly broke open the hallowed tombs of Bet- 
terton, Booth, Wilks, and other honoured fpirits, Nature’s favourite 
children, who had been foftered and perfeéted by art, applaufe, and 
time,—and, when living, whom Envy’s felf allowed to be Nature’s 
darling fons, and Art’s perfeét pupils: yet, thefe very {pirits would 
he flyly bring upon the carpet; mimic, though he never faw them; 
tell anecdotes of them, and traduce their immortal fame, by ftigma- 
tizing them as mannerifts, and denominating them as perfons who 
fpoke in recitative. Thus would he ferve them up to ignorant 
people, who believed and wondered; and to dependants and flat- 
terers, who retailed the libellous anecdotes, inveétives, and quaint 
conceits, and concluded that the art was never known but by the 
narrator, who, with an apparent modefty, and a concealed impu- 
dence, made himfelf the hero of the hiftorical criticifm. 

Qq2 ‘ His 
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« His mind was bufied upon the external and partial looks, tones, 
gaits, and motions of individuals in their ordinary habits. Of the 
paffions, their degrees and kinds, and of their influence upon the 
organs, and their impreflions upon the body, he knew but little, 
very little indeed! His mind and knowledge were, like his body, 
little, pert, acute, quick, weak, eafily fhocked and worn down, 
fubile, plaufible. 

« By this external partial imitation of individuals, he continually 
exercifed his mind and body. ‘This wretched buffoonery comprized 
his knowledge, his humour, his learning, converfation, wifdom, 
virtue, elegance, breeding, and his companionable qualities. His 
mimicry, both off the ftage and on it, ferved him inftead of figure, 
grace, character, manners, and of a perfect imitation of general 
nature, as it pafies through human life, in every character, age, 
rank and ftation. 

* He introduced fleep into Lear: fthewed how the body dreamt 
in Richard. He alfo introduced fleep into Sir John Brute; and, for . 
many minutes, to the extravagant fatisfa¢tion of the audience, cut 
the faces of an idcot, a lunatic, a ftupor : fo expert was he in all the 
trick of the face, which the good people acknowledged as an imita- 
tion of a drunken man falling aileep. 

‘ Whenever a manager fets up his own power, tafte, or avarice, 
again the power, judgment, or entertainment of the people, he 
forfeits every right to their favor; nay, he merits their contempt 
and refentment. Garrick never obliged the public in any one article 
during the time of his management ; on the contrary, he took every 
ftep by which he could ereé himfelf into a tyrant, to crufh the fpirit 
and genius of merit both in actors and authors ; to corrupt the pub- 
lic tafle ; to fill his own coffers ; and to make his own judgment the 
ftandard of every fpecies of dramatic merit. 

‘ His wit always wanted ftrength, his defcriptions humour, his 
manner pleafantry, his conduét integrity, his dijpofition good na- 
ture, and his deportment decency.’ 

Two hundred pages of the fecond volume of this work ara 
occupied in relating the proceedings in the court of King’s 
Bench on Mr. Macklin’s profecution againft James, Clarke, 
Aldus, Leigh, &c. for a confpiracy and riot at the theatre. 
‘Thele proceedings, we are told, were taken in fhort-hand by 
Mr. Gurney exclufively for the profecutor, were corrected by 
Mr. Macklin himfelf, were revifed by Mr. Dunning, who 
was Mr. Macklin’s counfel and made an ingenious fpeech ‘on 
the occafion, and have never before been publifhed. Mr. 
Macklin certainly behaved with great fpirit and generofity in 
this bufinefs. He conviéted the defendants who had fought his 
complete and utter ruin, and, after this conviction, he extended 
towards them his mercy. Lord Mansfield paid a high compli- 
ment, and a very juft one, by faying to Mr. Macklin, in open 
court, ¢ You have met with great applaufe to-day :—you never 
acted better.’ 

Notwithftanding the very large income which, for many 
years, Mr, Macklin acquired by his abilities, both as an auther 

and 
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and as an actor, yet, owing to his generofity, his indifcretion, 
and his indulgence, we are afraid, of a temper which was in- 
clined to be litigious, he became fo deftitute in his latter days as 
tc have been reduced to the neceffity of performing, even in his 
hundredth year, for his own fupport! His laft appearance on 
the {tage was on the 7th of May, 1789, in the character which he 
fupported for many years without any competitor, the character 
of Shylock, for his own benefit. 

Vol. ii. p. 327.—* He went through the firft aét, but not being 
pleafed with his own execution, and finding his incapacity increafe 
upon him, and after making repeated but ineffectual efforts to over- 
come the ftupor, which clouded his reafon, he was obliged to come 
forward, and apologize for the interruption that he had given the 
performance, and to requeft that Mr. Ryder might be permitted to 
finifh his part. 

‘ The company, with true Britifh fympathy, accepted the change 
without hefitation, and the father of the Britith drama took his laft 
and very affecting farewel of the flage, amidit the teass and thun- 
dering plaudits of a moft crowded audience.’ 

According to Mr. Kirkman, the fubject of the prefent bio- 
graphy was born on the firft of May, 1690, and died on the 
eleventh of July, 1797, at the advanced age of 107 years, two 
months, and ten days. 

During the laft few years of his life, Mr. Macklin en- 
joyed an annuity of £.200, which was purchafed for him by 
the liberal contributors to the publication of his two plays, 
© The Man of the World,’ and ‘ Love-a-la-mode :’ fo that the 
old man died in eafy and refpeStable circumftances. His widow 
is yet alive, and gave her fanction and affiftance to the prefent 
biographical memoirs. 

On the whole, we have been confiderably entertained with 
thefe volumes ; they contain abundant anecdotes, and to thofe 
who are interefted in the private hiftory of play-houfes and 
players, they will afford a large fhare of amufement, The 
ftyle of them, however, is very far from being elegant or even 
correct ; and we muft add, that the reflexions which are excited 
in his biographer, by the viciffitudes of Mr. Macklin’s life, are 
very few and very trifling. 


Arr. 1x. The Confeffions of the celebrated Countefs of Lich- 
tenau, late Mrs, Rietz, now cbmfined in the Fortrefs of Glogay. 
as a State Prifoner. Drawn from original Papers, tranflated 
rom the German, with an engraved Portrait of the Countefs, 
after an original Painting in the Poffeffion of the Counte/s Matufka. 
8vo. 68 pages. Price 2s. eft. 1799. 


We naturally expect the confeffions of a.criminal to be ace 
companied with expreffions of penitence and remorfe; vo- 
luntary confeflion, indeed, generally fpeaking, is the refult of 
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a ftrong and agonizing fenfe of delinquency, fearing punith- 
ment and hoping forgivenefs. In the meagre and mutilated 
memoirs before us, however, there is no mark of an unquiet 
confcience, fcarcely one folitary nee of compunéction! 


‘ 


We are told in the preface to thefe Confeffions, that they were 
drawn from original papers, which were found in the pofleffion of 
the Countefs at the time when fhe was arrefted, and that they were 
communicated to the author of this pamphlet, by a member of 
the committee appointed to enquire into the tranfadtions of this 
rath 1am woman: ‘ the language, however, was fo grofs and 
indelicate, that out of refpeét to religion and morality it was 
neceflary to omit them.’ Now it is worthy of remark, that a 
confiderable portion of thefe confeffions relates to her fituation 
after her arreft, and of courfe could not have been drawn from 
papers found in her poffeffion at that time. 

The Countefs of Lichtenau was well known at the court of 
Berlin, during the reign of the late king of Pruflia; from the 
moment of that monarch’s afcenfion to the moment of his death, 
fhe feems to have ruled him almoft without a rival. This 
Celebrated female was the daughter of a trumpeter; together 
with her fifter, fhe was early initiated into all the myfteries of 
Venus by her mother. Wit and beauty, perfonal and mental 
accomplifhments foon drew around her men of fortune, of 
folly, and of fafhion: her rife was rapid, and her reign was 
long. The intrigues, both amorous and political, of the trum- 
peter’s daughter éxtended to almoft i court in Europe: her 
influence over the monarch was univerfally known; her fpies 
and emiffaries befet every avenue to the throne, and accefs was 
only to be obtained by bribing and carefling the Countefs. 
When the king died her power was that inftant annihilated: 

P. 34.—* The man was now gone that raifed me from nothing, 
and fhowered favours on me; that fun was fet, in whofe luftre I fhone 
with borrowed light. The veil fell off, and, feized with horror and 
remorfe, I at once funk again into my original infignificancy. I 
fhook as if I had been touched by the chilling hand of death, and 
fcarce had recoileétion one to defire Moufons to order poft-horfes, 
to empty the king’s ftrong box, and to take poffeffion of his large 
diamond and his pocket-book. At that inftant an officer entered 
with twenty-four men, and informed me that, by order of the new 
King, I was his prifoner. Moufons was immediately taken into 
cuftody, and within twenty-four hours tranfported to Magdeburgh. 
Thunderftruck, I ftared at the officer, colleéted all the effrontery I 
ftill could mufter, and, with a haughty countenance and tone of 
voice, afked him, Who dared to arreft a Counteis?—No one but 
the Emperor dared do fo. 

* The Offcer.—It may be fo; but at prefent I have the order of 
the King my mafter, which both you and I maft obey. Should the 
King be miftaken, and wrong you, Madam, I am fure he will give 
you ample fatisfaétion. 


¢ I was 
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* I was a prifoner; my papers were fealed up; the curfed pocket- 
book and the King’s ring were taken from me, and a felec&t com- 
mittee were appointed to examine my treafonable practices againft the 
King and his fubjects. I am criminal before my own confcience; I 
am fb in the eye of the law. To whom muft I appeal? Who will 
prote& the wretch who thus has outraged humanity? Who can 
fave me? and what have I to expeé&t? Mercy alone I muft have re- 
courfe to, and what will not mercy do? What is mercy but to for- 
give the criminal? And is not forgivenefs the moft glorious prero- 
gative of regal power? 1! own my crimes are boundlefs; they call 
to Heaven for vengeance,—but all may be well yet; the king 1s juft 
—but he is merciful—and I am a frail woman!’ 

Surely this paflage could not have been drawn from any 
paper found upon the Countefs at the time of her arreft. We 
are not however difpofed to condemn this narrative of her in- 
trigues as totally unauthentic. It is not improbable that the. 
materials might be furnifhed by the papers and private letters 
found in her poffeffion. 


Art. x. Anecdotes and Biography, including many modern Cha- 
raéters in the Circles of fafbionable and official Life, feleéied from 
the Portfolios of a diftinguifhed literary and political Charaéter, 
lately deceafed, alphabetically arranged. By L. T.Rede. Pit- 
keathley, Laviftock ftreet, Covent-Garden. 8vo. Price 7s. 
1799- 

Tue fenfible, modeft, and well written advertifement, pre- 
fixed to this volume, fo well defcribes the objeé& and the cha- 
racter of the work, that it is but a juftice we owe to the author 
to tranfcribe it. 

* The favourable reception which colle¢tions of this kind have re- 
ceived in all ages will, it is prefumed, be a fufficient apology for the 
following publication, ‘* He that amufes you,” fays Lord Bacon, * is 
next to him that inftructs you.” ** 1 pity the man,” fays Dr. Smith*, 
«* who has no relifh for Anecdote. Should folitude, want of bufinefs, 
or misfortunes of any kind, force fuch a man to feek relief from books, 
alas! he finds them ‘* But formal dullnefs, tedious friends!’”” No moe 
ment of time needs hang heavy on his hands; no fituation, no circum- 
ftances, neither at home nor abroad; neither in youth nor old age; nei- 
ther in profperity nor adverfity, but can be rendered more agreeable 
while he can tafte the intelleCtual pleafures of a terfe and well-told anece 
dote.” Suppofe that youth fhould reap no other advantage from a 
work of this nature, than the power of employing thofe vacant hours, 
which, for the want of fuch an agreeable companion, are but tou often. 
fpent in trifling vifits, cards, hunting, drinking-matches, and other 
hurtful pleafures; even fuch a confideration is not the leaft in its favour, 
But there is another fuperior to this; fuch felections tend to enlarge the 
mind, to excite emulation and a laudable curiofity, to improve the tem- 
per, to foften the manners, to foothe the paffions, to fill up the paufes of 
the converfation, to give a zeft to hilarity, to cherith refleétion, and to 


* Late of Mariana-College, America, 
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Jead on to ftudies of a more exalted clafs. With thefe views the follow- 
ing collection was undertaken ; feveral of the Anecdotes are original, 
and fuchas have appeared were thought worthy of a more permanent 
medium than thofe through which they were at firft conveyed.’ 

This advertifement prepofleffed us in favor of the work, and 
we have not been difappointed in the perufal of it. The anec- 
dotes fully anfwer to the charaCter here given of them. 


Art. x1. The Family of Halden: a Novel. By Auguftus 
la Fontaine. ‘Tranflated from the German. 4 vols. 12mo, 
285 pages. Price 14s. Bell. 1799. 

THE prels teems with tranflations from the german writers 5 
their works of imagination pofleis great merit; in dramatic de- 
lineation of character they more peculiarly excel. ‘The interett 
of the produétion before us, which is neverthelefs confiderable,. 
is fomewhat weakened by beiiig divided: in purfuing the adven- 
tures of the feveral branches of the Halden family, but little 
connected with each other, attention, from being diffipated, 
becomes languid: the fentiment, alfo, is frequently too prolix, 
and the fcenes fpun out to wearinefs. “The work: might have 
been comprefled with advantage. Many of the characters bear 
marks of originality, and are well fupported. In that of Major 
Halden, a veteran toldier, pofleffing, with great bluntnefs ‘of 
of manners, unaffected goodnets of heart, there is an admirable 
diiplay of nature and fimplicity: the ftory of his adventures, 
and of his love, abounds in happy and characteriftic ftrokes. We 
are little lefs interefted by the fidelity and untutored good fenfe 
of honeft Henry, his faithful fervant, and the preferver of his 
life. “che characters refemble portraits, and befpeak the author’s 
acquaintance with the paffions and affections of the human 
mind, If, upon the whole, the performance may be found 
heavy, it contains many exquifite {cenes ta repay the patience 
of the reader. We felect, as a fpecimen, the following one. 

Vol, 1. p. 239.—* He fhall not bea foldier, faid the major drily, 
and I have good reafons for faying fo. 

* But I thought, dear brother -- -- though your reafons may be 
good - --- I thought, becaufe you yourfelf have been a foldier - - - 

‘ On that account, fifter, I know the nature of the profeffion 
better than you. Soldiers there mutt be; and if my dear country 
were attacked, I would ftill enroll myfelf, fhould I even carry a 
mufket. But otherwife ---! No fituation in the world can be more 
dificult; this I have fufficiently experienced. Subordination is ne- 
ceflary --- But when I faw men fhot who had erred in that point, 
my eyes were bathed with tears, and I wifhed I were dead. I how- 
ever held my tongue, and faid only, It muft be—But I thank thee, 
gracious God, that in thy heaven there is no longer fubordination— 
no difcontent—no quarrels, Have mercy on the fouls of the un- 
fortunate, and forgive us becaufe we are obliged to fend them out 
of the world! --- Look ye, fifter, Hennig has not been — 
:* oo 
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for fubordination: in that refpe& Charles is a thoufand times fitter. 
But were not that even the cafe --- [ wiih you could only fee once 
afield of battle where good ufe has been made of the fabre! - - - 
When the bufinefs was over ---- Gracious God! gracious God! 
Could your children ----! When I had wiped my bloody fabre 
- -- - Here the major fhook his head, and dropt a filent tear No, 
may God preferve Hennig from feeing what | have been obliged to 
fee and to feel a hundred times! to cut,down from his horfe a man—e 
the image of God—my brother! Ah! - - - 

« But, my God, brother, faid Mrs. Halden, thefe are enemies 
though; and the prince or king whom one ferves commands it. 

‘ Hem! returned the major: had my father lived two miles more 
towards the fouth, they would have been friends, and the emperor 
would have commanded it. They were enemies indeed; but they 
were ftill men! And do you know what I always prayed fecretly 
when the o}d colonel called out, Advance—march in God’s name? 
Merciful God, faid I, be fo kind as to give the firft cannon-ball a 
billet on my life! (You muft know, look ye, that the foldiers com- 





monly fay each ball has its billet; though that is not true, as the’ 


¢haplain has often explained to me.) Now, my prayers were not 
heard; and it is all well, for I ean now again fleep without being 
difturbed by the cries and groans of the dying around me. In the 
three firft years after the war I could not. Had I known all this‘in 
my youth, | fhould not have entered into the fervice of the great 
king, but remained quietly in the territories of our own prince, 
No, no—Hennig fhall be no foldier, except it thould be neceflary, 
when his country wants defenders—In that cafe he mutt.’ 

We have not feen the original, but the tranflation, though 
ngt free from negligence, appears by no means deficient in 
merit, 

A curious anachronifm occurs in the firit volume. Major 
Halden defcribes himfelf as having been appointed a captain in 
the fervice fifty-/ix years ago, being then a handtome and f{prightly 
young man; when, during the ficknefs occafioned by a danger- 
ous wound, he was carefully nurfed and attended by a village 
maiden, whom, after the period when this incident is narrated, 


he caufes to be fought out, and apres to be his houfekeeper. 


In this ftation, Hannah ( his kin nurfe) ftill young and hand- 
fome, having but juft completed her twenty-ezghth yearg’capti- 
vates her benefactor, who finds himfelf in love, for the frit 
time, when ‘ an old fellow alnof? fifty.’ 


Art. xi. The Libertines. 2 vols. 7s. Robinfons. 


WHoeEver may be the author of thefe volumes, we muft 
honeftly tell him, that he has ill fpent his time, and waited his 
talents; for talents he certainly evinces in ra refs of the 
tale. He affures us that he has not copied Mr. Lewis's Ro- 


tance of the * Monk.’=-Who can prove the contrary? Had 
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602 Mantrofe.—Proby’s Myfterious Seal.—The Rebel. 


it not been for this affertion, we confefs there is fo much fimi- 
litude as might have juftified fufpicion. When will our no- 
velifts — to learn reafon and to ftudy nature? and the exhi- 
bitions of horror, and the buffoonery of fpeétres, be relin- 
quifhed for pictures of the heart, and portraits of human life 


and real manners ? 


Art. xu1t. Montrofe; or the Gothic Ruin. A Novel. 3 vols. 
tos. 6d. Dutton. 


Montrose is the fecond fon of a nobleman, who has con- 
ceived a rooted hatred and difguft againft him from the circum- 
{tance of his refembling the former lover of his wife. The 
youth is, therefore, at an early age, configned to the care of a 
friend in America, of whofe daughter he becomes enamored, 
and whom he privately marries. ‘The incidents of the life of 
Montrofe, and his daughter Julia, furnifh the materials of thefe 
volumes, and will certainly afford confiderable pleafure to the 
readers of novels, at the fame time that their tendency is to 
ferve the caufe of virtue. The character of Reginald, and the 
confinement of his mother, ftrongly bring to recollection the 
Robbers of Schiller, and the Caitle Spectre of Mr. Lewis. 
But who now looks for originality in produétions of this nature? 
The language, though with few pretenfions to elegance, and 
not uniformly correét, is fuperior to that of the generality of 
novels. 


Art. xiv. The Myfterious Seal; a Romance. By C. L. Proby. 
3 vols. 630 pages. Price 10s.6d. Weftley. 1799. 


Ir is no doubt the duty of a reviewer, although it may often 
be a painful one, to read the whole of a work before he under- 
take to give any public opinion of its character. This a@ of 
juftice we have faithfully performed towards the author of ‘ the 
Myfterious Seal.’ 

Our pasience will be acknowledged by thofe who do not fuf- 

ect our veracity: for of this romance we affert, that we have 
not had the fatisfaction to meet with any thing that is either 
original in its ftory; or interefting in its y Fie or elegant in 
its ftyle, or important in its tendency. Unfortunately it is cal- 
culated to induce that very ennui, from which the generality of 
novel readers are fo anxious to be relieved. P. 


Arr. xv. The Rebel, a Tale of the Times. By aLady. 2 
vols. 8vo. Price 7s. Southampton, Skelton; London, 
Law. 1799- 

OrueER requifites are neceflary for an author befide leifure, 
folitude, and the want of amufement. Before we prefume to 
inftru& or entertain the public, we fhould at leaft endeavour 


to gain fome inftruction ourfelves to qualify us for the Ls 
. e 
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We are forry to wound the feelings of the fair writer of the 

refent performance, but we conceive it a duty owing to the 
public to difcourage thofe infipid productions that can anfwer 
no other purpofe than to generate habits of indolence, waite the 
time, and pervert the tafte of the youth of both fexes. We 
would recommend to our author to divert the faolitude of which 
fhe complains, by exertions of active benevolence, or by the 
wholefome cultivation of the underftanding and judgment, 
rather than by indulging in the enervating vifions of a dif- 
tempered fancy. | 


Art. xvi. A Tale of the Times. By the Author of aGoffip’s 
Story. Dedicated by Permiffion to Mrs. Carter. In Three 
Vols. 12mo. Price 1ros.6d. Longman. 1799. 


WE were much pleafed with the former productions of this 
writer, and fat down to perufe the work before us with a pre- 
poffeffion in its favor. We find in it the fame ftrain of playful 
irony, which is difplayed in the Goffip’s Story, but we think 
lefs judicioufly applied, and accompanied with a diffufenefs, and 
frequency of digreffion, which, with the conftant recurrence of 
metaphorical perionification, is highly injurious to the narrative: 
for, however we may admire the effect of claffical allufions, 
when judicioufly and appofitely introduced, either in a defcrip- 
tion of nature or in tracing the effects of the pafions, we do not 
think them by any means appropriate embellifhments of a nar- 
rative of events. The ftyle is broken by perpetual quotations, 
which feldom illuftrate the meaning of the author; in man 
inftances where the original paflage is fublime, it becomes ludi- 
crous by being torn away from its furrounding images, and an- 
nexed to others of an oppoiite or inferior kind, as, when a 
father’s plan for marrying his daughter to his nephew is defeated 
by the young man’s declining the match, he is aftonifhed to fee 
“ the cloud capt tower” he had been fo many years erecting, 
prove in one moment to be only “ the bafelefs fabric of a vifion.” 
She treats her contemporary novel writers with an afperity not 
perfectly confiftent with unprejudiced liberality: fuch paflages as 
the following frequently occur. 

* But notwithftanding my paffionate love of fame compels me to 
adopt the moft fafhionable, that is, the certain method of obtaining 
it, I cannot quite conquer the common foible of old people’ (the 
author writes under the aflumed chara¢ter of an old woman) ¢ that’ 
of looking back to the times I have fee2, and thinking them fome- 
what better than the prefent days. Indeed now and then I am rude 
enough to conjecture that the modern Parnaflus is feated wy near 
that ‘‘ windy fea of land” which Milton names the Limbo of Vanity, 
the refidence of 

** All th’ unaccomplith’d works of Nature’s hand 
Ahkortive, monftrous, or unkindly mixed.” 


‘ Regretting 
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« Regretting that fimple elegance and rational amufement fhould be 
facrificed to high founding phrafes, and inconceivable wonders, 
fignifying nothing, I fometimes invoke the fhades of Addifon, Gold- 
fmith, and Fielding; and, after having contemplated the forms of 
nature or morality which their antiquated pages pre/ent, I in vain 
endeavor to be amufed with ghofts and dungeons, incident without 
character, or character without effed.’ | 

The author, however, does not exhauf? her fatiric quiver on 
rival writers: many of her fhafts are well aimed at the vices 
and follies of the age, and we think fhe has well executed 
what may be called the fubordinate objeéts of her plan ; but its 
great purpofe is co combat a particular fyftem, which, employ-. 
ing her principal force, renders her inattentive to the more 
eflential moral of the ftory. Young people, efpecially young 
fema'es, and more efpecially fuch as are novel readers, are more 
acted upon by paffion and example than by fyftem, and to fuch, the 
example of the heroine, and the dazzling brilliance with which 
fhe is adorned, will be more dangerous, than the fallacious, 
0 unalluring {cepticifm of what fhe calls her ‘ complete vil- 

in.” 

The heroine is defcribed as being ‘ at the age of feventeen an 
enchanting beauty; polite, fenfible, accomplifhed, affable, and ge- 
nerous; the idol of her father, the delight of her friends and de- 
pendants, the envy of the neighbourhood, and the objec to which 
every man of fortune in the country fecretly afpired, — 


‘« She was indeed the glafs 
Wherein the neighbouring youth did drefs themfelves.””— 


In her conduct as a wife and mother fhe is ftyled admirable, 

but there are no facts to correfpond with thefe aflertions ; the 
author indeed afcribes to her the higheft merit in leaving the gay 
fcenes of London, when fummoned to Scotland on account of the 
dangerous illnefS of her child, ‘though not infenfible to the 
blandifhments of adulation, and the feductions of pleafure.’ 
« She becomes acquainted with Fitzofborne, ¢ the complete vil- 
Jain, who fucceeds in making her fuppofe he is in love with her, 
and that he f{truggles to fubdue his paflion. Does fhe affift this 
man in thefe fuppofed ftruggles by avoiding him? no, ¢ to chear 
his feeming dejection, the exerted all the brilliant powers of her 
mind, and all the fafcinating graces of her numerous accom- 
plifhments. Charmed out of his pretended melancholy, he 
feemed to beftow a liftlefs attention, varying the contour of his 
expreffions, as the ftyle of her attractions required, fometimes 
terminating his filent adulation by exclaiming “ happy Monteith” 
[meaning her hufband]. But the heroine revolts not from the 
odarfenels of this homage, which indezd feems by this ftatement 
to have been extorted by her fedulous attentions to him, 

‘ She had often lamented that her Lord’s volatile temper deprived 
hey of that fupporting judgment, and directing care, which the 
os, . conjugal 
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conjugal inftitution has intended to afford to the fofter fex; though 
not doubtful of her own conduét, fhe naturally wifhed it fhould re- 
ceive the approbation of an obferving eye, and a confcioufnefs of 
her own abilities was attended with fome repugnance to their “« waft- 
ing their fweetnefs on the defart air.” The friend, the advifer, the 
had long wifhed for, now prefented himfelf to her, and fhe fancied 
ber own character might acquire additional luftre, by imbibing the fplendor 
of fo fair an archetype !” 

We turn from this calculation of vanity, which our author 
might fairly have clafied with the “ novelties of the eighteenth 
century,” to attend the heroine and her Ceci/beo to a ball, where 
fhe retires with him to an orangery, at a diitance from the com- 
pany, for the putpofe of feeing ‘ a “Facobea Lily in full blow,’ and 
when there, ¢ is fo fafcinated by the Lrightne/s of the Stars,’ as not 
to have perceived that a lady who had accompanied them thither 
had left them. They are difcovered by fome of the company, 
who throw out the moft ma/icious infinuations on the incident ¢ 
and fhe, ‘ no longer able to rally her {pirits, relieved the ladies 
from the pain of fupprefled merriment, by taking leave.’ She 
returns home, where her Cecifbeo is an inmate, exprefles to him 
the poignancy of her feelings at what fhe calls ¢ the fpirit of detrac- 
tion and inconfideratenefs, which fhe had juft encountered,’ and 
although, with correfpondent outrage againft decency, fhe fuffers 
him to remain téte a tete with her, concerting on the beft means 
of obviating the apprehended reports, until five in the morning, 


though he drops on his knee, though he teils her fhe ¢ is richly 
worthy of a better fate, after having in the courfe of the fame 
evening called her hufband puzzled-pated,’ without any con- 
fequent refentment on her part, yet we are told that * he had 
never before encountered the refiftance of a firm {fuperior mind, 
or fo ftrongly feen ‘ the lovelinefs of virtue in her own form,” 


|? - 


or felt ‘* how awful goodneds is 

But the contradictions between the ftatement of facts, the 
motives afligned for them, and the inferences deduced, are fo 
ftrange, as to give the whole hiftory of Lady Monteith the air 
of a ftudied palliation of the conduct of fome actual demirep, 
rather than of a novel, where the incidents, as well as the fenti- 
ments, are at the command of the author. As guardians of the 
mora!s of our fair readers, we have thus patiently fubftantiated 
our difapprobation of this work, as far as its influence can ope- 
rate on female manners. 

The characters of Lord Monteith and Fitzofbornt are drawn’ 
with equal inconfiftency and improbability, the former a well- 
difpofed, unaftected, and what may be called a worthy charaéter, 
and an affectionate and very indulgent hufband, though not 
invulnerable to the fafhionable vices which are artfully thrown 
in his way: from a parity of reafoning we think this charaéter 
does not appear to be a fictitious one, any more than that of 
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Lady Monteith, but he is as unjuftly depreciated as fhe is ex- 
tolled. 

Fitzofborne is reprefented as an incgnfiftent and moft joylefs 
villain, or rather as a moft incongruous nonentity. 


« Fitzofborne was not a fenfualift. Beauty was to him a mere 
abftract quality, particularly when affociated to the ideas of a wife. 
His frigid heart was too cold, and too felfifh to prompt his diabolieal 
invention, or to extenuate his crimes. His vices were fyfteiatic, 
the refult of defign, &c.’ 


But we are not informed what are his motives for this defign. 
Is it poffible to fuppofe a vicious and depraved character, and a 
coward, acting without any felf-gratification, facrificing a pre- 
fent good for the chance of a future contingency, not to be ob- 
tained without great perfonal danger, not only from thofe he 
means to injure, but from the laws of his country,—and this 
merely for the purpofe of propagating the new philofophy? And 
that, at the moment when he has it in his power to marry a 
beautiful woman of rank and fortune, he fhould form deep 
fchemes againft the honor of Lady Monteith, without feeling 
any paffion for her, is a folecifm even in the annals of vice. 
His abfurd fpeculation for getting pofleffion of her fortune, by 
means of a marriage with her, after fhe fhall have been divorced 
from her hufband, is a conclufion ‘by no means warranted by 
the wholefome feverity exercifed towards adulterers by our pre- 
fent L. C. Juftice of the King’s Bench. 

The family of the Evanses are amiable charaClers, but do not 
fhine in theological controverfy ; happily, however, their oppo- 
nent is ftill weaker than themfelves, fo that the caufe is not 
injured by the unfkilfulnefs of its advocates, 

The character of Sir William Powerfcourt claims our unqua- 
lified praife; it is happily conceived and confiftently fuftained. 
His peculiarities are free from felfifhnefs and affectation, and 
his benevolence without the alloy of either eftentation or weak- 
nefs. E. 


Art. xvit. The Spaniards in Peru, or the Death of Rolla, a 
Tragedy in five Aéts, By A.v. Kotzebue, Tranflated from 
the German by Anne Plumptre. 93 pages. Price 2s. 6d. 
Phillips. 1799. 


Art. xvitt. Rolla, or the Peruvian Hero, a Tragedy in five AG&s. 
Tranflated from the German of Kotzebue, by M. G. Lewis, 
Efqg. M. P. 108 pages. Price as, 6d. Bell. 1799. 


Art. x1x. Pizarro, or the Death of Rolla, being the Original of 
the new Tragedy now performing at the Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane. ‘Tranflated from the laft German edition of A. v. 
Kotzebue, with Notes, &c. by Thomas Dutton, A. M. 

Author 
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Author of ‘ The Literary Cenfus.’ 120 pages. Price 2s. 6d. 
Weft. 1799. : 


In our Review of the Virgin of the Sun, of which this tra- 
gedy isa fequel, we intimated our opinion of its fitnefs for re- 
prefentation on our own ftage, and how well it would gratify the 
predominant paffion for pageantry and pantomime. The pre- 
fent play poffeffes the fame advantages in a fuperior degree, and 
though its attractions are rather fpecious than fterling, it is not 
without dramatic merit. The fituations are happily conceived, 
and excite a powerful intereft; Rolla, too, is a character of 
high excellence.. Cafuifts may perhaps difpute, whether he 
who facrifices the hopes of love from difinterefted regard for 
the object of it, be really capable of that paflion in its ex- 
treme degree; hence, in the former play, Rolla has a lefs pro- 
minent f{tation:—here he abforbs all our intereft; his ardent 
love for Cora has fubfided into fixed and penfive friendthip, 
and appears only as a ftimulus to heroic deeds. But Cora has 
loft all her enthufiafm and winning fimplicity, and is only a 
fond mother. Pizarro is a mere warrior, valiant but ferocious. 
The chara&er of Elvira is not fufficiently developed, and is 
fomewhat ambiguous. Many minute objections might be made 
to the detail of the plot, if it were of fufficient importance. 
Of the three tranflations, Mifs Plumptre’s is fufficiently corre, 
but Mr. Lewis’s is more concife and {pirited ; and with thefe 
we fuppofe the public might have been fatisfied. Mr. Dutton, 
however, gives us a third, enriched with notes on the altera- 
tions made by Mr. Sheridan, and on the performance, decora- 
tions, &c. which are not without fhrewdnefs and humour, but 
rendered offenfive by an oftentatious difplay of a few inaccu- 
racies in the previous tranflations,—an office very eafily exe- 
cuted by collating them with the original and with each other, 
and here affumed with a petulance and folemnity perfe€tly ridicu- 
lous.—‘¢ To a /iberal mind it muft ever prove an unpleafant 
circumftance, to be under the neceflity of animadverting on the 
occafional errors of other writers; and the feeling critic cannot 
but feel an aggravated fenfation. of pain’ | poor man! | * when the 
obje& of his remarks is a female, and that female a perfon of 
worth and no mean attainments.”—And all this, gentle reader, 
becaufe Mifs P. had miftaken Biirge a guarantee for Burg, a 
fortrefs! A puerile extravagance both of praife and cenfure, 
runs throughout. It may, perhaps, be rather a premature 
judgment, but of Pizarro we certainly do not think that it can 
add to the reputation of the author of ‘ The School for Scan- 
dal.’ The profits of reprefentation, however, furnith the ma- 
nager with other fcales, 


Where, in rice balance, truth with gold he weighs, 


And folid pudding againft empty praife. - 
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We have been forward to exprefs our approbation of Kotze- 
bue ; the fear now is, that the fafhion fhould be indifcrimi- 
nately followed. The verfions from the German, in profped?, 
are alarming ; but when in addition, the miriute varieties of 
tranflation are the fubje& of elaborate difcuflion, we are re- 
minded of the epigram : 


“ Strange, that fuch difference fhould be 


*T wixt twecdle dum and twecdie dee.” 


Art. xx. Self Immilation, or the Sacrifice of Love, a Play. 
Tranflated from the German of Kotzebue, by H. Neuman, 
Efg. 50 pages. Price 2s. Phillips. 1799. 

Tuis drama, the tranflator informs us, ‘ Kotzebue himfelf 
is known to efteem one of the happieft efforts of his genius’-— 
and we do not wonder atit, for itis the father’s own child, and 
abounds with thofe fcenes of domeftic affliction, called by the 
French the tragique bourgesis, in which he has fhown him- 
felf eminently fuccefsful. It is in thefe epifodical beauties 
that the merit of the piece, in our judgment, principally con- 
fifts. Maxwell, a decayed merchant, his blind mother, wife, 
and little boy, are plunged into the deepeft diftrefs. Their po- 
verty is difcovered in a feries of incidents, exquifitely touching ; 
of which we think fome of the moft exccllent parts are thofe, 
where the old lady, blind, and ignorant of her fon’s mifery, 
imputes to unkindnefs and neglect the privations fhe fuffers, 
and loads her amiable daughter-in-law with cruel and unde- 
ferved reproaches. But the plot and cataftrophe are very ex-. 
ceptionable. Maxwell, in extreme wretchednefs, meets with 
a former lover of his wife in affluence; too proud to receive’ 
perfonal affiftance, and fpurning at his kindnefs, he refolves to 
go to the Kaft Indies, that his wife may in the mean time 
marry Walwyn, and fo be preferved from pcrifhing. Even 
this plot is anticipated, and, the cataftrophe being in a great 
meafure accidental and unaffected by the generous interference 
of Walwyn, we are forced to exclaim, ‘‘ O moft lame and im- 
potent conclufion.” 

We do not know whether Mr. Cumberland be a reader of 
German, but we cannot help obferving, that this play and the 
Stranger, together, furnifh both the incidents and the charaéters. 


of his defervedly popular Wheel of Fortune. 


Art. xxt. Poverty and Wealth, a Comedy in five A@s. Trane. 
{lated from the Danifh of P. A, Heiberg, A.C, by C. H. 
Wilfon, Efqg. 8vo. Price 2s. Welt. 1799. 


THis piece deferves attention, as a tranflation from a language 
fcarcely known to polite literature; and though, if confidered as 
a matter 
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a matter piece of the Danifh drama, it will not fuftain a com-’ 
parifon with thofe of more polifhed nations; yet we think it 
equal to the current productions of our own ftage. There is 
fomething of ec in the humorift Dalton ; but his {cheme 


is very imperfectly oP ained, and the reafons for it, as founded 
on the charaéter of Howel, not fufficiently obvious. His ptos 
verbs and fimiles are fuccefsfully rendered into Englith. The 
defign of the piece is to corre€t a gloomy impatience under fuf= 
fering, and to check a difpofition towards mifanthropy. We 
do not think that Englifh literature has gained by the ver- 
fion; nor does it lead us to fuppofe that the fun of dramatic 
genius has yet rifen in the north; it is, neverthelefs, fome~ 
thing to mark the firft dawnings of light fucceed the darknefs 
which has ‘fo long covered the fhores of the Cimbric Cher- 


fonefus. 


Art. xxir.  Gortz of Berlingen, with the Iren Hand. A. 
HHiftorical Drama, tranflated from the German of Goethe, the 
Author of Werter. 8vo. 138 pages. Price 3s. 6d. Liver 
pool, M‘Creery ; London, Cadell and Davies. 


Art. xxiit. Goetz of Berlichingen, with the Iron Hand. 


A Tragedy, tranflated from the German of Goethe, Author o 
' the Heise of Wena. By William Scott, Eig. pee 
cate, Edinburgh. $8vo, 216 pages. Price 3s. 6d. Bell. 

1799. 

In the prefent ftate of our dramatic literature, we confefs 
ourfelves by no means difpleafed with the increafing popularity 
of the German drama. National, like individual, genius may 
fuffer a temporary exhauftion of productive talent; sd | 
as in all the various departments of literature, thofe moments of 
activity and vigour, in which the mind takes her rapid but fhort 


flights into the airy regions of invention, are ufually fucceeded, 


by periods of languor and debility, when the feeble {pirit lowly 
creeps along in the fervile ftep of imitation. In different coun- 
tries the refpective eras of literary eminence are feldom cotem- 
porary. We would not, therefore, be thought to determine 
"ultimately againft the Britifh mufes, if we concede that their 
late dramatic produdtions have been far inferior to the mafter- 
pieces of the German drama—(and German literature is but of 
yefterday): and it is reafonable to hope that the fingularity and 
novelty of thought and of ftile which, at its prefent period, the 
German ftage exhibits, may infufe a frefh vigour into our own 
writers, and quicken their declining fpirit by the difcovery of 
new profpeéts, and the difplay of new machinery. GoeTuHe is 
one who has ‘contributed, in a confiderable degree, to exalt the 
recent honors of his country. “The drama, two tranflations of 
which we are now to introduce to our readers, has been popular 
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on the continent for nearly thirty years. Its prominent excel- 
lence is, that. it difplays with great force and fpirit the manners 
and ftate of fociety in Germany at an interefting period, the 
clofe of thet15th century; before the imperial power was well 
eftablifhed; when civil war was kept alive by the rage and enmity 
of petty princes and nobles; when the more powerful princes 
aflociated to fupport each other. in their local oppreffion; againft 
whom fome of the inferior nobles, or ‘* free knights,” attempted 
to fupport their independence, acting under the authority of a 
maxim which, however alarming the fituation which it implies, 
no confiderate friend to human happinefs can wifh to have for- 
gotten, that “ the war of freedom is better than the peace of 
very.” 
| At the head of a band of this kind was Gortz of Berlingen, 
Pref. p. 5.—* A feudal baron,’ fays the anonymous tranflator, 
‘ living in the — of the emperor Maximilian (grandfather 
and immediate predeceflor to Charles Vth.) nurfed amidft the 
ftorms and tempefts of that turbulent period, brave, generous, 
and fincere, poflefling qualities fuited to a difordered ftate of fo- 
ciety, and which fuch a ftate of fociety is fitted to ftrengthen and 
unfold. Of this troubled condition of Germany during the period 
already mentioned, it feems, indeed, to have been the principal 
defign of Goethe to give an animated reprefsatation, and for this’ 
purpofe he has written this hiftorical drama after the manner of 
Shakefpeare, of whom he is well known to be an enthofiaftic admirer. 
Like the hiftorical plays of our great Bard, it includes a period, and 
contains a hiftory, of feveral years; hence the fcene is perpetually 
fhifting even in the fame act; and thus are violated with the utmott 
difregard, and even wantonnefs, all the unities of time and place. 
Like Shakefpeare, our author exhibits a great variety of characters, 
from the throne to the cottage, and often introduces individuals that 
ferve lefs to advance the plot of a regular drama, than to relate the 
incidents or illuftrate the manners of the age. Like him alfo, he 
paffes, by rapid tranfition, not only over diftance of place, but from 
one train of fentiment, to another that is oppofite ; his principal 
charaéters are exhibited in almoft every variety of fituation, from 
the moft calm and peaceful, to the moft tumultuous and terrible.’ 
Such are the defign and plan; with the execution we are not 
perfectly fatished. Gortz himfelf is pourtrayed in features at 
once correct, amiable, and impreflive: his bravery, humanity, 
and magnanimity, are equally confpicuous. ‘The enthufiafm 
and gallantry of his page George, the rough virtuesof Francis 
Lerien, the fenfibility.and weaknefs of Adelbert, are all happily 
conceived. But the enemies of Gortz are rather /aid than /hewn 
to be bafe. The nominal head, the bifhop, fcarcely appears. 
Nor is Adelaide endued with a fafcinating or commanding elo. 
uence adequate to the effect produced. Her character is yet 
further exceptionable. As the defign of the play was to exhibit 
a certain ftate of fociety, the cataltrophe fhould properly have 


depended 
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dépended on caufes arifing from that ftate; but the influence of an 
artful and beautiful woman is common to all ages and countries. 
Still more ferious objections lie againft the conftrugtion of the 
plot. The fubfequent incidents do not appear’to have been 
occafioned by the defertion of Adelbert, though that is one of 
the fineft paflages in the play; and the incidents are fo flightl 
dependent upon each other, that at the clofe of the fourt 1 
the intrigue is at an end; and in the fifth aé, a totally uncon- 
nected event takes place, from which alone the cataftrophe 
follows. 

The anonymous tranflation is fo decidedly fuperior to Mr, 
Scott’s, that we fhall not fcruple making our extract from it 
alone. It is elegant, and faithful to the fenfe of the original, 
though fometimes too diffufe and paraphraftic. Mr.. S., on the 
contrary, feems unacquainted with the dramatic ftyle of com- 
pofition ; fo that, when he probably underftands the original, he 
yet fails to convey what he means. ‘Though the German is 
© Ein unbekannter,’ we did not expect, * Enter an unknown;’ or 
that ‘ der tiefe,’ (back ground) would be rendered ¢ flat fcene’— 
© It is coming to /harps,’—* The very heart within me,’—* He 
was as I never faw him,’—‘ And then no more {halt thou need 
to flip to me trembling and in fear,’—‘ Alf fwims before my 
eyes,’ &c. are fufficient fpecimens of vulgarity: 

The following fcene from the anonymous tranflation, unfolds 
the character of the hero: Pp. 82. , 

© A hall in the caftle. 
*Gorrz, Evizapetu, Georce, Sorviers—all fated at table. 

* Gortz. Thus danger binds us clofer to each other! be of good 
cheer, my friends, and do not forget to fill your glaffes. The flak 
is empty—fetch another, dear wife. (Elizabeth foakes her bead.) 
What is it all gone? 

‘ Elizabeth, (Whifpering to him.) There is only one remaining, and 
I have fet it apart for thee. 

‘ Gortz. Not fo my love—give it out; they need fupport, not I. 
*Tis my own caufe which | defend. re 

‘ Elizabeth. Fetch it from the clofet. 

‘ Gortz. It is the laft, but I feel a prefentiment that we need not 
be {paring of it. It is long fince I have felt fo contented, fo happy. 
(Filling his glafs) Long live the emperor! (All repeat, Long live 
the emperor.) And be this the laft fentiment, except one, which in 
the hour of death our tongues fhall utter. I love him! -for his fate » 
yefembles mine; yet am I ftill happier than he is; he is obliged ro’ 
punith the poor mice of the ftate, while he is conicions that ’tis the 
rats who gnaw and confume his revenues. I know he has often 
wifhed that he were dead, rather than longer be the foul of fucha 
crippled body. (Filling owt.) It will juft go once more round: and 
when that tide is ebbing faft away, whofe current no returningfiow 
fhall again reanimate; when our life’s blood begins to fail, and like 
the wine in this flatk, at firft flows flowly, then languidly, and at 
length drop-by-drop, amp tye (dropping flowly the laft drainings 

r2 j 


snte 














612 Goethe’s Goetz of Berlichingens 


t nto bis glafs) what fhall then be the laft words our tongues fhall utter,” 
the laft fentiment our hearts fhall form? 

© George. Liberty! Liberty! 

‘ Gertz. Liberty for ever! 

« 21. Liberty! Liberty for ever! 

‘ Gortz. If liberty furvives us, we may clofe our eyes in peace ; 
fer from a better world we thall witnefs our children’s profperity, and | 
the happinefs of our children’s fovereign. When vaflals ferve their 
prince as faithfully and as independently as you ferve me; when 
princes ferve their emperor as—I would wifh to ferve mine 

‘George. (Interrupting) Great changes meft take place before 
that time arrives. 

-* Gortz. Not fo many as might at firft be fuppofed. For have I 
not known excellent men among princes; and fhall I imagine the 
racé is extinét? good men, who valued the happinefs of their 
peeple, as if it ball base their own ; who could fuffer a noble inde- 
pendent neighbour near them, nor feel inclined either to envy, or to 
fear him ; whole hearts expanded while they fate at table, furrounded 
by their equals ; and who fought not to degrade a free knight into, 
a. courtier, before they would permit him to fhare in their fociety. 

« George. Have you been acquainted with princes of fuch a char 
radler ? 

“« Gortx. Yes. I fhall rememberas long as I live, the time, when 
the landgrave of Hanau gave a hunting-match: all the princes and 
noblemen who were of the party, dined under the cope of the free 
heavens, whiie the country people crowded from all quasters to gaze 
on them. This was no idle revel, given merely to do honour to its 
mafcr; but the children with their chubby rofy faces; the middle- 
aged, with manners at once dignified and refpeétful ; the old men 
with their venerable and interefting countenances ;—ail, with: happy 
hearts, participated in the pleafures of their prince, who on God’s 
earth, and on a level with them, felt his joy doubled while he per- 
ceived ali around him fhared it. 

‘George. His character muft have refembled yours. 

‘ Gerre. Shail we not hope that more fuch princes may arife to 
blefs our poilerity? ‘That obedience to the emperor, peace and 
friendfhip with our neighbours, and leve and confideration for our 
vafials, may be the coftly treafures which our children and grand- 
children mav inherit? Every one will then preferve his own; and 
feck only by honeit means to increafe tt; inftead of which, no one 
now values an acquiftion but in proportien to the fraud, or the 
force, by which he has obtained it. 

‘ George. Butin thofe days we fhould have ne fallying out, no 
making war— 

‘ Gortz. Would to God, that m all Germany, there exifted not 
one turbulent difpofition, not one difcontented fpirit! We thould 
fall find fufficient exercife for our love of arms. We would clear our 
mountains from the wolves that infeft them; we would rouze the 
wild-boar amid his native forefts; we would fetch our laborious 
neighbours game from the woods, and accept a pottage from them 
ig return. Were this not fufficient, we and our brethren sare 

gua 
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guard the boundaries of the empire, like cherubim with flaming 
{words, againft the wolves of Turkey, againft the foxes of France; and 
-Jefend at once, the now neglected lands of our dear emperor, and 
the peace and happinefs of our fellow-fubjec&ts.—What a delight were 
that! George. ‘To venture our lives in the fervice of our country ; 
to— ‘ 

© George. (Springing up with the wildeft eathufiafm.) Glorious! 

1 


Glorious ! 

‘ Gortz. (Smiling.) Where art thou going there? . 

‘ George. Alas! I had forgot that we are blockaded: ’tis the 
emperor too who has befieged us; and to efcape with our lives. from 
this danger, we are fetting themevery infant at the hazard.’ 


Art. xxiv. The Bachelors, a Comedy, in Five Ads. Tranf- 
lated from the German of W. A. Iffiand. 8vo. 109 pages. 
Price 2s. Myers. 1799. 


Marriage is here recommended in the moft powerful manner, 
not by precept, nor by a defcription of its joys, but by painting the 
miferies of celibacy. Counfellor Reinhold, duped by an hypo; 
critical fifter, and a knaviih valet, has been artfully. prevented 
from marrying, till he fears he can no longer be the object of 
love; though he has ‘ travelled through Europe, underftands 
palaces and temples, paintings and gems, ftatues and antiquitigs,’ 
he yet languifhes with ennui and the ipleen. » His character is 
not well conceived; we fomctimes pity, fometimes deipite him. 
The tranflation feems to be but poorly executed. “The fcenes 
in the cottage, at the clofe, are the moft pleasing ; if mot natural; 
they are what we are willing and detirous te believe fo, for they 
forcibly invite our fympathy. 


Art. xxv. The Peckham Frolic: or Nell Gwyn. A Camedy 
in three Acts. 8vo. 53 pages. Price 1s. 6ds  Hatchard. 


1799- 

Tue fcene of this little ‘ dramatic whim,’ as the author pro- 
perly terms jit, is laid at Peckham, in Surry, where Charles 
the Second frequently: refided with fome feleét companions. 
The dramatis perfone are the King, Lord Rochefter, Sir Charles 
Sedley, Thomas Killigrew, Sir Oliver Luke, Arin Killi rew, ‘ 
and Nell Gwyn. ‘This is the frolic: Sir Oliver Luke, a Knight 
created by Cromwell, arrives at Peckham to prefent a petition 
by the King’s ‘appointment: his moft facred Majefty is ‘ gone 
to the olympic games at Newmarket,’ and Nell Gwyn, HC 
ing herfelf to fave the filing. fortune of her friend Ann Killi- 

rew, propofes ¢ to facrifice this Cromwelian calf at the altar of 
ymen.’ But how is this to be brought about? 

Pp. 3.—* No chimera, I aflure you: Sir Oliver will moft certainly 
apply to the intervention of my good offices, for the fuccefs of 
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if his memorial: I fhall freely promife him my intereft: and fhall inti- 
iy? mate to him, at the fame time, that a matrimonial connection with 
fome royalift would fmooth every obftacle to his petition; as it 
would be a preof to the king of the truth of his political converfion.” 


The fcheme anfwers admirably, but Sir Oliver refolves to 
5 defer the ceremony till he receives approbation of the match from 
. the king himfelf: this is a little perplexing, for his Majefty’s 
return is uncertain, and if the wealthy Knight fhould take his 
departure before the knot is tied, his round-headed relations will 
difluade him from fo courtly a connection. Nell’s roguith and 
fertile invention, however, {oon obviates this difficulty: Rochefter 
can perform the part of a king as well as that of a conjurers 
fhe propofes, therefore, that he fhould perfonate his Majetty, 
and in his royal character give aflent to the match, and orcer one 
of his chaplains to officiate immediately. Rochefter, ever fond 
of a joke, readily agrees to the propofal. His counterfeit re- 
prefentation of royalty is in danger of being detected by the 
entrance of the King himfelf, inprepria perfona. His Majetty, 
however, eitering inta the fpirit of the frolic, aflumes a private 
name, and iuffers the farce to be continued till Sir Oliver and 
the lady are introduced as bride and bridegroom ; when an eclair- 
ciflement takes place to the utter aftonithment and confufion of , 
Sir Oliver, who damns their Peckham jokes, but feems very 
w@! fatisfied with his bargain, and fits down to a {plendid col- 
lation with all the good humour imaginable. 

This little jeu d'efprit is, on the whole, kept up with con- 
fiderable vivacity ; and one does not look for hiftorical precifion 
in fuch a fketch of the frolics at Peckham. . 


Art. xxvi. Cupid and Pfyche, a Mythological Tale, from the 
Golden Afs of Apuleius, 8vo. Pages 48. Price 2s, Wright, 
1799- P 


Tue amours of Cupid and Pfyche have been recorded by 
Apuleius and Fulgentius. Pfyche is a Greek word, ux, 
which fignifies foul: and hence the mythos is fuppofed to de- 
note the victory of concupifcence over the mind. Others deem 
it an allufion to the fenfual and rational faculties, which is much 
to the fame purpofe. However this be, Pfyche, according to 
the ftory, was a beautiful nymph, whom Cupid married, and 
carried to a blifsful fecret retreat, where he long enjoyed her 
company. Venus, enraged at her for robbing the world of her 
fon, puts her to death: but Jupiter, at the requeft of Cupid, 
: beftowed on her immortality. ‘The prefent tranflation from 
7 Apuleius has much merit, and will be read with pleafure, even 
by thofe who underitand the original, We give the following 
jignzas as a {pecimen, Safe | 


. t Once 








Plumptre’s Greek Verfion of Lycidas. 


* Once ftately reign’d a king and queen, 
As bards of other times have told, 
The happieft that were ever feen 
To fiourifh in the days of old. 


* Three daughters blefs’d their nuptial bed ; 
Two daughters exquifitely fair, 

Who many a fond youth captive led ; 
Made many a haplefs youth defpair. 


* The youngeft—but no tongue fo warm, 
Though matchlefs eloquence be given, 

May dare pourtray her finifh’d form, 
The primeft of the works of heaven ! 

* Say, to delight the wondering earth, 
Does fhe among‘t us mortals roam, 
Who from the blue deep took her birth, 

Her nurture from the fparkling foam? 
* O’er her warm cheek’s yermillion dye 
Waves, lightly waves, her dark brown hair; 
Bright as the winter ftar her eye, 
et peaceful as the fummer air. 
* No one to Paphos takes his way, 
Cnidos, Cotten! charm no more; 
No throngs, with votive chaplets gay, 
Th’ immortal Venus now adore, 
Her temples all in ruin lie, 
Her altars cold, to duft refign’d, 
Her withering garlands flap, and fly, 
Aad ruftle in the hollow wind. 
¢ Whilft on the mortal maid they fhower 
The offerings they to her fhould bring, 
And offer to this fairer flower 
The fairefts flow’rets of the fpring.’ 


Art. xxvit. Mailtonis Poema, Lycidas, Grace redditum. 4to. 
Price 1s. 6d. Faulder. 1797. 


By the motto Extremum hoc Arethufa, &c. prefixed to this 
Greek tranflation of Milton’s Lycidas, we are led to fuppofe that 
its author, Mr. Plumptre, intends to quit the tafk of tranflation ; 
and, indeed, we think his time may be better employed. Not 
that we mean to blame his verfes: they are at leaft as good as 
any Greek verfes that have been made in our day: but ftill we 
efteem it a wafte of time, or at moft an idle, though innocent, 

afs-time, to hammer out Greek metres on an Englith anvil ; 
which, after all, will be only an approximation to genuine Greek 
poetry. Mr. P.’s lines are generally well turned, often har, 
monious, and rarely defeCtive in Miltonic energy: which, cer, 
tainly, is not eafily imitated; and which few of his imitators, 
either in Greek or Latin; have attained. Who, for example, 

will attempt to transfufe thefe : 
Rr4 ‘He 
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7 ie ‘ He knew, 
oe to fing, and build the lofty rhime.’ 
Ty 


« He muft not flote upon his watery bier, 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, 
Without the meed of fome melodious tear.’ 
But let us fee how Mr. P. has rendered them, P. 5. 
Ov dy usw wasourSas iaciusS’, ia x Ha, 
“Yypa Omip Dapirpa, yoepas Tivos aypopay gdacg, 
Tlaiynoy adadsors ariuors, vinur, UO asrrwn,” 
This is truly not bad; but it is, as truly, far inferior to the 
original. 
here were ye, Nymphs, &c, are charmingly and ifocratie 
cally rendered. P,Q. 
© NipQds, wa won ap Hoo , Ox avnAsic ar djece poccws 
Kpartos bwip Avxidiw aeQirauira ays Oaracca 3 
Oudd yale sivariors xpaprar Tin tmaioder’ iv Kupors, 
OF Apo 100s xtra, twnparos vupsy aosdol, 
Oud xar’ nAsCarw oxdmsror Anorayyive Maracy 
Od" ag Gra payindy AnGas xarareiCeras tdwy.” 


We will yet give one more fpecimen; correfponding with 

* Weep no more woeful Shepherds,’ &c. Pp. 23. and 25. é 
© Tlospdvesy & puenpad Tapyor rode wivbcos kins 
"YT ape yag Avxidas 6 Piros wobos ove aworwrcr, 
Ei dy xa} Srdcnws dwidu xatawortioy Bdas. 
"Q4—¢ aor’ is wxtcaw mpnyng Ades BAsoc Epwres,* 
"AAA’ oye Subustver manor metomicbe xatpasor, 
Kal cidas eitpemigas yarray veorapmel xvod, 
Addis tv hdw Driver’ ovAyprao peTaww. 
Qs Avxides # o4p ce tit xara viv XY tboo’ cep Seis 
Dirrarw Hz dia xeipos, 9¢ Aooretoy oldpa Jarkacong 


ie Odx absct imarnoey, ty aActow adAcdamoicn, 
yh) * AAAcda Iwai apa ua) xpavar, @Aoxnpidas EUYPWS g 
q Nixtapos iv nabcra Ceamles pow, 42 iwaxdes 


1 "Appntwr ixtar, xAsiww pachmanpwr tpsraolwr, 
Mairixor cipawas sdpay wape, wees Pirornros. 
Ta yor tar Avion ayupers xaral auPimivorras, 


| LTeuwaig tv onvddoss, urpavoPpores, 23 ss aosday 

i Kudisws uirse yAunepair yopor aduv cyortss, 

‘ FY Alta bydpyrrras, wiparoy Toye, Ioixpu weepesaeic.® 

>) § . . 

n Art.xxviit. Rifing Caftle, with other Poems. By George Good- 
} win. 1amo. Lynn, Turner; London, Robinfons. | 
By ‘Tats little volume, befides the defcriptive poem of Rifin 
.. Caftle, canfifts of two monodramas, two elegies, feveral mite 


cellanies, fome fhort defcriptive poems, to which the author 
a: gives the modeft name of fketches, a few hifterical nofes, and 
a an ‘Ode to Knowledge, (from another pen) originally written 
| at the inftitution of a book fociety in Lynn Regis,” 

a Thefe 
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Thefe performances are of various merit, though feldom 
rifing above ne pe : and if their intrinfic value were alone 


to be confidered, we fhould perhaps confider ourfelves as called 
upon to difmifs them with a very flight degree of notice. But as 
the author introduces them by ‘ avowing they were written at, 
and under, the age of nineteen years,’ it is perhaps our duty, as 
candid guardians of the interefts of literature, to fofter the in- 
fant buds of promife, by noticing the indications of genius 
which occafionally prefent themfelves in thefe very imperfect 
efforts. We fhall not therefore fcruple to avow it as our opi- 
nion, that, if the author would be more careful in directing his 
attention to the be{t models, in avoiding the prevalent affecta- 
tion of falfe glitter on the one hand, and that ridiculous pueri- 
lity which has been miftaken for fimplicity on the other; and, 
above all, if he would feduloufly cultivate that energy and com- 
preffion, in which he is at prefent confpicuoufly defective, but 
which conftitute in reality the chief merit of poetical compofi- 
tion, he may hereafter favour the world with productions of very 
fuperior merit to thofe now before us. 

There are, however, in thefe poems, befides the feeblenefs 
which arifes from dilation and prolixity, feveral defeéts both in 
the fele€tion of terms, and conftruétion of the verfification. The 
dines frequently halt for want of a fyllable ; the author feeming 
to imagine that there are certain monofyllables, as “ fpire, 
our,” &c. which the poet is at liberty to pronounce as diffylla- 
bles. “Thus he has, ‘* Fall’n are the /pires that did erft appear.” 
«« Lynn! as thy /pires vanith frem mine cye.” ‘* From the full 
chor of celeftias harps.” He fhews alfo a great rage for com- 
pounding words whofe diffonant confonants defy all efforts of 
oral combination, and which are frequently as inapplicable as 
they are inharmonious: fuch as ‘‘trout-lov’d waters =“ corn- 
gilt fields”——‘‘dew-ting’d ground”—* the time-torn wall’”— 
*€ eloud-checker’d ftky”—* grafs-clad fummit ”’—* the fweet 
mufic of the hand-fwept lyre ;” and many others equally barbarous 
and affected. He feems alfo (in common with many of our 
more experienced poets) to be totally unacquainted with Dry- 
den’s fecret (fo eflential to the conftruction of harmonious verfe 
in our unfortunate language) of arranging and difpofing mono- 
fyllables in fuch a manner as to produce the fame voluble and 

porous effect as refults from the combination of more com- 
plicated words. Not lefs cenfurable is the author for his fre- 
quent affectation of ftrained and inelegant metaphors, of which, 
“the wild rofe here im filken vefl array'd,”—the green raiment of 
the meadows,” and the fewer that is *‘ to bloom no more, until 
it bloffoms in a purer clay,” may be taken as {pecimens. 

e has alfo all the affeCtation of the new {chool (as it may be 
called}, fuch as throwing the accent upon weak adje¢tives, and 
indulging in quaint phrafeologies and new ee ae 

ectations 
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fectations copied from the produtions of young mén, who, as 
their judgment matures, will be afhamed of the originals. =~ 
Notwithftanding all thefe defects, and rhany others which might 
be enumerated, we repeat it, as our opinion, that thefe poems, 
confidered as the firft produétions of a lad of nineteen, difplay 
confiderable indications of genius. The following may be taken 
as a fpecimen of the author’s talent, both for imagery and ver- 
fification. It is from the defcriptive poem of “ Rifing Caftle.” 


* I love to fee the grey {moke curling o’er, 
The fhadowing valley, or the village green, 
The wheel revolving at the cottage door, 
Where all is happinefs, and peace ferene. 
I love to wander at the clofe of day, 
The harmlefs pleafures of the cot to mark, 
To hear fad Philomel’s defponding lay, 
Or the wild quavers of the foaring lark. 
Such fcenes of nature my young bofom cheer, 
More than the mufic of Italian throats; 
Who with /uch numbers can delight mine ear ? 
Say,—who can warble more melodious notes ?” 


The firft eight lines of this quotation are mufical, and the 
images are pleafing. The obferver of nature, however, will 
inquire why the poet fhould think of introducing ‘ the lark’s 
note and the nightingale’s” at the fame point of time? This 
poem, notwithitanding the affeGation of printing it in ftanzas 
of twelve lines, is a palpable, and fometimes fervile, imitation 
of the {tile of Gray’s elegy: and the imitation is altogether in- 
judicious. ‘The elegiac ftanza is adapted only to the monotonous 
{trains of tendernefs and melancholy, which it expreffes with 
peculiar effect ; but the variety of defcriptive poetry difdains 
fich trammels. 

Perhaps the beft poem in this collection is the little romance, 
to which the author has given the unmeaniny and inapplicable 
title of ‘‘ The Stranger:”’ for which we muft refer the reader 
to the volume itfelf. 

In blank verfe the author is lefs fuccefsful than in rhime: 
which is, indeed, by no means furprifing ; for, whatever may 
be the opinion of thofe witlings, who think that the mere mea- 
furing out of fyllables will produce ‘* rhime-unfettered verfe,” 
there can be no queftion among more experienced critics, that 
blank verfe requires more vigour of imagination, a greater rich- 
nefs of thought and expreflion, a more copious command of lan- 
guage, and a finer ear for the regulation of its infinitely varied 
paules, than are ie Sgr for the gingle and comparative mo- 
notony of rhime. ur author, however, does not appear to 
be confcious that even meafure itfelf is requifite to blank verfe ; 
and his monodramas (Hero, and Dunwallo) are fuch mere jar- 
gons of grating diflonance, and are, moreover, fo deftitute of 


intereft 
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intereft in every point of view, that in compaffion to the tender 
years of Mr, G. we forbear quotation. _ The blank verfe of the 
fmaller poems, indeed, is lefs exceptionable; and ay a 
very different fkill: but the following quotations from ‘* The 
Maniac,” will evince in how much the talte of the author is 
perverted ' injudicious imitation. 

* In our® village once poor Barbara dwelt, 

A maiden fair fhe was, and William lov’d 

And married her;—but foon the din of war 

Urg’d him from home to where the fever rag’d, 

And foon he died !—Poor Barbara heard the tale, 

And reafon fled her, never to return! 

We all did love this maiden, and were fad 

To fee each paffing day her tender form 

By forrow watting.’ 


In the fame ftrain of fimplenefs Mr. G. proceeds to defcribe 
her crazy forrows— 
* But not long 
Poor Barbara wander'd in the dark church-yard, 
For one cold morn a peafant found her ftretch’d 
On the damp furface of the dewy grafs, 
Pale, chill, and lifelefs! and her {now-white arms 
Clafp’d round a mofly grave!’ LL. We 


Art xxix. The Epiphany: A Seatonian Prize Poem. By 
William Bolland, m.a. of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
4to. 18 pages. Price 1s, Cambridge, Deighton; Lon- 
don, Rivingtons. 1799. 


By a claufe in Mr. Seaton’s will, the rent of his Kifling- 
bury eftate is annually to be afligned as a reward to that mafter 
of arts, who fhall write the beft poem on fome fubje&t which 
may be ‘ moft conducive to the honour of the Supreme Being, 
and recommendation of Virtue ;’ the fubje& is to be chofen, 
and the prize adjudged, by the Vice Chancellor, the Matter of 
Clare Hall, and the Greek Profeffor, or any two of them. 
It would be prefumptuous in us to tear from the poet’s brow a 
wreath which fuch competent judges had decreed him ; but we 
feel no difpofition to rob it even of a leaf. 

Suitable to the fubjeét, the ftyle is grave and folemn: the 

aufes of the poem are fufficiently varied, and the verfification 
is, in general, {mooth and melodious : | ‘ 
P. 4.—* O truHou! pure effence of etherial Light, 
Thou Morning Star of Immortality ! 
How fhall I tell the oe which thy rays 
Diffus’d on mortals? At thy rifing rofe 


The Sun of Mercy, and to man unbarr’d 
The cryftal portals of Eternal Day : 





* It is our author’s pleafure that our fhould be pronounced on-er. 
Death 
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Neath flood aghaft, and dropt his venom’d fpears 
Content to wound, no longer to deftroy ; 
Tremendous echoing thro’ her deepett vaults, 
And caves of blackeft night, the conquer’d Grave 
Héav’d a convulfive groan ; as of that hour 
Prophetic, when from her exhauftlefs womb 
Millions thal] rife to fecond life, the heirs 

Of weaith divine, and never ending joy!” 

Inthe fixth line of this animated addrefs to the ftar, there 
is a monotony in the termination of the three words cryfal, 
fortals and eternal, which is unpleafing. 

The following pallage is rich in imagery and allufion, the 
fages from the eaft are bending to Jerufalem their deftined 
courfe : 

Pp. g—* Whether from Perfia’s diftant clime they came, 
Where Caucafus, afpiring mountain, rears 
His cloud-capt head ; aa giant Ararat, 
Upon the mirror of Araxes’ wave, 
Throws his flapendous image: or that land, 
On which in earlieft time the Sons of men, 
With impious hands, and bold prefumption; rais’d 
Babel’s proud tower, that firft vain monument 
Of mad Ambition: or the torrid plains, 
Where parch’d Arabia to the folar blaze 
Ricpedide: her fandy bofom ; or thofe vales, 
Refrefh’d by many a ftream, where Tigris winds 
His mazy way, and vaft Euphrates rolls 
A fea of waters—my uncertain pen | 
Récounts not :—Soon as jealous Herod heard 
That journeying Sages, &c.’ 

There is fomething flat in the expreffion, ¢ my uncertain 
pen recounts not :’ the poet, after he has borne us in imagina- 
tion to the ftreams of Tigris and Euphrates, fhrould not have 
fo abruptly recalled us into his ftudy: the words Hered and 
heard have fo fimilar a found, that they fhould not have come 
together. Mr. B., in common with authors of great refpecta- 
bility, ufes a phrafe which we obje& to as inaccurate : from 
whence is a pleonafm: whence is of itfelf fuffictent, and the 
word from, in connection with it, has neither force nor mean- 
ing. 

We flatter ourfelves that Mr. B. will not accufe us of hyper- 
criticifm in thefé remarks on his poem, which we have perufed 
with pleafure, and with pleafare recommend to our readers. 


Art. xxx. The Syftem. A Poem. With Notes. In Five 
Books. By the Rev. Jofeph Wife, Reftor of Penhurft, &c. 
8vo. 92 pages. No Bookfeller’s Name, nor Date of Im-. 
preffion. 


THE 








Wie’s Syfem. . Gar, 


THE Reétor of Penhurft appears to be a good, pious, well. 
meaning marr: but certainly he is no poet: and his /yfem, we 
opine, will,not be of long ftanding.—‘ To vindicate the ways 
of God ie: man” is a tafk far above the capacity of Mr. W.: 
whofe poem with all its numerous manufcript emendations, is a 
very indifferent compofition, But, reader, judge jor thytelf 
tere are thirty lines, as good as any in the parcel. P. I= 


« Creation’s fcenes while, penfive, I farvey, 
Where fot and fage with vague opinion ftray ; 
While through the gloom, as fuccours light, I[ try 
The moft profound concernments to defcry ; 
Studious to All my funtion as I ought ; 
To teach, when firft ingenuoufly taught ; 
And, for God’s glory and man’s good, make known 
Truth, truth fincere, with beft affurance fhown ; 
And while, through fearch, truth rifes on my fight, 
Till the refult evinces—all is right, 
Right in the fcheme of God ;—though mach be wrong 
‘Through fin, all rightnefs ftill, with him is ftrong : 
Juft as the rightnefs evident appears, 
Methinks a feeptic thus accofts mine ears: 


*¢ Preacher profeft—of God, his works, and laws,— 
I call thee to affert thy Mafter’s caufe. 
His minifter anointed if thou art, 
This tafk is thy inviolable part : 
Come on; difelofe what overfhadow’d lies; 
Prove him al!-good, all-mighty, and all-wife. 
This confcious Being probably matt be 
Endlefs, in happineis or mifery. 
Deriv’d or felf-exiftent be it thought, 
Annihilation fcarcely will be wrought. 
If God created it, will he deftroy? 
If not, how can he? If he can, yet why? 
Endlefs exiftence is a ferious view ; 
And mufe I muft of what is to enfue. 
To judge, I earneftly defire to. know 
What is the origin of blifs and woe ; 
To know, if all we hope and fear depend 
On God or fate, or enemy, or friend.” 
This is only the fir? of five projected books; which the 
* author, not having received a fufficient number of fubfcriptions 
to print the whole, offers to the acceptance of his fubfcribers.?’ , 
— [he contents are—Introduction—General Thefis—Pain and 
Guilt not neceflary for common good—Not derived from fate. 
fuperior to the power of God—Evil made poffible, but not 
neceflary—T his {cheme is attefted’ by vifible nature, in the exift- 
ence of free-will—In. the combination of matter and fpirit—In 
the conftancy of ‘Nature’s laws—in occafional: changes—in the 
pailing of virtue and- vice, through this probationary ftate, 
: wie * ‘without 
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without due reward or punifhment—Trial, not hapy ‘nels, is next 
to the glory of God. The end of the prefent flate, as appears 
from fcripture, reafon, and nature—and in this view Whatever 
is is right—Conclufion ; Nature mutt be as it is.—T le poem is 
attended with profe notes as bulky as itfelf. It is but fair to 
give one of them as a {pecimen. It fhait be Note 19, as it is a 
fhort one. It refers to the following lines in the poem: 


‘ Though vicious will withdraws from God fome praife, 
From fouls fome pleafure, this like nothing weighs, 
Compared with all thofe faculties divine, 

Which in free fyftems only e’er could fhine.’ ‘ 


p. 80.—* (19.) Underfland only, that the finner withdraws his 
praife from God; and thereby, as far as in him lies, detraés from 
God’s glory: but not that God’s glory is thereby diminifhed : his 
glory being the chief end, nothing which happens can defeat, but 
muft advance it. Accordingly, it is evident, as I obferve below, 
that God’s glory is advanced by the fall: not but that it might have 
been equally advanced, and certainly would, if the fall had never 
happened: it would have been equally advanced by fome other way: 
but, however, it was advanced by the fall; and as much by that as 
it would have been otherwife. Let the creatures fall or ftand, the 
glory of God is equally ferved. But not fo is the re&titude and hap- 
pinefs of the creation; for fo much fin is fo much lofs of reétitude to 
the creation; fo much pain is fo much lofs of happinefs, whether it 
be loft only for a while or for ever. The righteous who fuffer un- 
defervedly, and the guilty who repent, may indeed be rewarded, at 
the laft, with higher happinefs than would have fallen to their lot, 
had they never fuffered nor been guilty; but then the fhare of hap- 
pinefs, which the damned lofe, will be loft for ever, and the pain 
they fuffer will be for ever eftablithed.’ 


Art. xxx. The Pleafures of Hope; with other Poems. By 
Thomas Campbell. 12mo. 135 pages. Edinburgh, Mun- 
dell; London, Longman. 1799. 


THE poetry of this little volume, if it do not exhibit marks 
of extraordinary genius, is yet by no means contemptible. It 
difplays a fancy of confiderable activity at leaft, if not vigour ; 
a mind well cultivated, if not philofophical; and fentiments of 
the moft ardent zeal in the caufe of liberty. After painting the 
influence of hope in alleviating the various ills of private life, 
he invokes her aid in confolation of the public miferies of civil 
— He alludes with warm fympathy to the haplefs fate of 

oland. ; 

‘ Oh! bloodieft picture in the book of Time! 
Sarmatia fell, unwept, without a crime : 
Found not a generous friend, a pitying foe, 
Strength in her arms, nor mercy in her woe! 
Dropt from her nervelefs grafp the thatter’d fpear, 
Clos’d her bright eye, and curb’d her high career :— 
Hope, 
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Hope, for a feafon, bade the world farewell, 

And Freedom fhriek’d—as Kosciusko fell !?— 
* Departed fpirits of the mighty dead! 

Ye that at Marathon, and Leuftra bled ! 

Friends of the world! reftore your {words to man, 

Fight in his facred caufe, and lead the van! 

Yet for Sarmatia’s tears of blood atone, 

And make her arm puiffant as your own :— 

Oh! once again to Freedom’s caufe return 

The patriot Tell—the Bruce oF BannocxBuRN !’—— 
‘ Tyrants! in vain ye trace the wizard ring ; 

In vain ye limit mind’s unwearied fpring: 

What! can ye lull the winged winds afleep, 

Arreft the rolling world, or chain the deep? 

No :—the wild wave contemns your fcepter’d hand ;— 

It roll’d not back when Canute gave command!” 


Our author adverts, in a feeling manner, to the oppreffed 
ftate of the natives of Africa and of India; and he has need of 
all the enthufiafm of hope, to arm his mind againft the gloomy 
defpondence which the profpeét is fitted to infpire. 


‘ Did peace defcend to triumph and to fave, 
When free-born Britons crofs’d the Indian wave? 
Ah, no! to more than Rome’s ambition true, 
The Nurfe of Freedom gave it not to you!’ 


Thefe fpecimens difplay as well the charaéter of its verfifi- 
cation, as the general tenor of fentiment, which pervades this 
poem. Perhaps but a {mall portion of it can be allowed to be 
defcriptive of the pleafures of hope. The fecond part, which we 
think inferior to the firft, deferibes rather the pleafures of /ym- 
pathy. _The fmaller pieces are Specimens of tranflation trom 
Medea; Love and Madnefs, an elegy; and one or two fongs. - 


Some parts of the firft have merit ; but we cannot {peak in praife 
of the reft. 


Art. xxxi1. Review of Poetry, ancient and modern, a Poem. 
By ‘Lady M - 4to. 30 pages. Price 2s. 6d. Booth. 
1799- | 
Tus * Review of Poetry’ (which comes, we underftand, 

from the pen of Lady Manners,) is merely a catalogue raifonnée 

of fome of the principal poets of antient and modern times. We 
cannot fay that our authorefs has difplayed much tafte in either» 
her felection of names, or in the characteriftic defcriptions which 
fhe has.annexed to them. The latter contain little more than 
common-place obfervations, and in both there is too much ap- 
pearance of partiality. Is it from a general antigallican pre- 
judice, that not a fingle French name is admitted into the lift 
of poetical writers in the living languages? Have the mufes con- 
fined their influence folely to the regions of Italy and of begins! 
as 
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Has Camoens no title to be recorded in the annals of poetry? or 
would the temple of the tragic mufe be difgraced by the buft 
of Racine? In the regifter of our own poets, alfo, we find 
fimilar inftances of negle&. The names of Collins and of 
Chatterton furely deferve no inferior place in the rolls of poetic 
fame, to thofe of Goldfmith, Shenftone, Johnfon and Savage. 
As a fpecimen of the ftyle of our authorefs, we quote the fol- 
lowing lines: P. 27. 
‘ Sweetly flow the folemn ftrains 

When defponding Young complains, 

Mourning, ’mid night’s deepeft gloom, 

Fair Narciffa’s early doom ; 

Young, who erft fevere and gay, 

Shone in fatyre’s daring lay. 

Akenfide in colors warm 

Paints Imagination’s charm. 

Carelefs Churchhill’s vigorous mind 

Pours his fatire unconfin’d. 

Goldfmith’s winning lines impart 

Soft benevolence of heart. 

Where the moon with glimmering ray 

Lights the church-yard’s lonely way, 

By pale contemplation led, 

Moral Gray delights to tread.” 

To praife Young’s verfification for fweetnefs, and to refer 
the merit of Gray folely to his elegy, furely evince no very 
accurate tafte. A few fines afterwards, we find Jehnfon cele- 
brated for 

Critic tafte with candour join’d. 

The feven-fyllable trochaic metre of which this poem is 
formed, is very fuitable to fome fubjects where fprightlinefs ‘of 
movement is required, and where diffufenefs of expreffion is no 
difadvantage : but here, in a didactic poem (addrefled to her fon), 
it is furely out of place. The frequent recurrence of the rhyme 
makes it neceflary frequently to introduce a line for the comple- 
tion of the couplet, which has nothing to recommend it but 
the found of its laft fyllable. We mutt do our fair writer the 
juftice to obferve, .however, that we found much lefs ground of 
complaint on this account here than we expected. The word 
inexpreffive in the eleventh line of the poem, which the metre 
occafioned her to fubftitute for eer ses conveys a meaning 
almoft directly oppofite to what fhe deligned. The verfification 
is eafy, and with this praife our authorefs muft be content. 


Art. xxxi1t. Original Sonnets on various Subjells ; and Odes pa- 
raphrafed from Horace. By Anna Seward. 
( Concluded’ from page 517.) 
In a preface prefixed to the “Paraphrafe and Imitations 
from Horace,” Mifs S. obferves that £ tranilaiions fcrupu- 
I louily 
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loufly faithful, are apt to be ftiff, vapid, and obfcure, from the 
often irreconcilably different nature of languages, from local 
cultoms, and from allufions to circumftances over which time 
has drawn a veil.’ ¢ I have taken only ‘the poet's general idea, 
frequently expanding it to elucidate the fenfe and to bring the 
images more diftinétly to the eye, induced by the hope of thus 
infufing into thefe paraphrafes the {pirit of original compofi- 
tion.’ * To fcholars,’ as fhe obferves in a note on hef i 
phrafe of the fecond of the epodes, ‘ the fafcinating mufie of 
the Latin tones and meafures, and the elegance with which 
Horace knew to feleét and to regulate them, recompenfe the 
obfcurity which ‘is fo frequent in his allufions and in the vio- 
lence of his tranfitions from one fubje& to another, between 
which the line of connexion is with difficulty traced.’ 

‘ What is called a faithful tranflation of thefe odes, cannot 
therefore be interefting to unlearned lovers of verfe, how alive 
foever they may be to poetic beauty. AA literal tranflation in 
the plaineft profe, will always fhew the precife quantity of 
real poetic matter, contained in any production, independent 
of the mufic of its intonation and numbers, and the elegance 
of its ftyle. The profe tranflations of Horace’s odes evince 
that their merit does not confi(t in the plenitude of poetic mat- 
ter or effence, conftituted by circumftances of ftartling interetft, 
by exalted fentiment, impaflioned complaint or appeal, diftinct 
and living imagery, happy appofite allufion, and fublime me- 
taphor ; but in certain elegant, verbal, felicities, and general 
charm of ftyle, produced by the force and and fweetnefs of the 
Latin language, fubfervient to the fine ear, the lively and ex- 
a talte of Horace. Thefe are the graces which we find 
O apt to evaporate in tranflation, while genuine poetic matter, 
as defined above, is capable of being transfuled into any other 
language without lofing a particle of its excellence, provided 
the chemift who undertakes the operation has genius and {kill. 
The more this poetic matter in an author abounds, the more 
clofe and faithful a tranilator, who has judgment, may venture 
to render his verfion—but to transfufe merely verbal felicities 
into another language, is an attempt fcarcely lefs fruitlefs 
than to clafp the rainbow. A kindred mothingnefs, as to 
poetic value, muft enfue. There is, however, a confiderable, 
though not abounding quantity of poetic matter, or effence 
in Horace; but it bears no proportion to the profufion of: 
thofe evanefcent glories, which will not bear the grafp of 
another language. To give that effence in increafed quantity, 
and in the freedom of unimitative numbers, is attempted in this 
felection. Dryden and Pope tranflated upon that plan, and 
hence their paraphrafes have the fpirit of orizinal poems.’ 

As a fpecimen, we fhall prefent our readers with the ode 
‘ To Barine.’ : 

VOL. «I. Ss - BOOK 
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* Barine, to thy always broken vows 

Were flighteft punifhment ordained ; 

Hadft thou lefs charming been 

By one grey hair upon thy polifhed brows ; 

It but a fingle tooth were ttained, 

A nail difcolour’d feen, 

Then might I nurfe the hope, that faithful grown, 
The future might at length the guilty pait atone. 


‘ But ah! no fooner on that perjured head, 
With pomp, the votive wreaths are bound, 

In mockery of truth, 
Than lovelier grace thy faithlefs beauties thed ; 
Then com’ft, with new-born conqueit crown’d, 

The care of all our youth, 

Their public care; and murmur’d praifes raife, 
Where’er the beams are fhot of thofe refiftlefs eyes. 


* Thy mother’s buried duft ;—the midnight train, 
Of filent flars,—the rolling fpheres, 
Each God, that liftening bows, 
With thee it profpers, falfe-one! to prophane. 
The nymphs attend ;—gay Venus hears, 
And all deride thy vows ; 
And Cupid whets afrefh his burning darts 
On the itone, moift with blood, that dropt from wounded heartss. 


* For thee, our rifing youth to manhood grow, 

'» Ordain’d thy powerful chains to wear ; 
Nor do thy former flaves, 

From the gay roof of their falfe miftrefs go, 

Tho’ {worn no more to linger there; 

Triumphant beauty braves 

The wife refolve ;—and ere they reach the dvor, 

Fixes the faltering ftep to thy magnetic floor. 


* Thee the fage matron fears, intent to warn 
Her ftriplings ;—chee the mifer dreads, 
And, of thy power aware, 
Brides from the fane with anxious fighs return, 
Left the bright nets thy beauty f{preads, 
Their plighted Lords enfnare, 
Fre fades the marriage torch; nay, even now, 
While undifpers’d the breath, that form’d the nuptial vow.’ 


—s- 
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Our fair authorefs, following the majority of commentators, 
has ingenioufly endeavoured to fill up the fuppofed hiatus in the 
oth ode of book the firit, but, perfuaded, as we are, with Sa- 
nadon, that it is compofed of two diftin€ odes, the former of 
which may be called the praife of his country feat, and the 
other ‘an Exhortation to live well, addreffed to Plancus,’ as 
it was adlually intitled in fome very ancient manufcripts, we 
ua!! only exprefs our wilh that Mifs S., on a reconfideration of 
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the fubje&t, may adopt Sanadon’s idea, and give us in the next 
edition of this, the moft highly polithed of all her productions, 
or, what we fhould prefer, an 8vo. edition of all her works, 
a new verfion in meafures adapted to the different fubjects, 
preferving, however, the prefent tranflation for the benefit of 
thofe who may think differently from us. Nor can we take 
leave of our delightful poetefs, without requefting her to try 
what effe& fome of the fhorter odes of Horace would produce 
in that meafure in which fhe has fo happily fucceeded in her 
fonnets. E. 


Arr. xxxiv. Phthifielogia a Pcem mifcellaneoufly-deferiptive and 
didaétical; in four Parts. To which are prefixed certain pre- 
liminary, and phifio-medioal Obfervations, and Admonitions. 8vo. 
105 pages. Price 3s. 6d. Boozey. 1799. 


Tuis work appears to have been compofed during ‘ an 
abode in the hofpitable manfion of the hon. colonel Si. John, 
at Rockly;’ but whether the author be a prieft belonging to 
the temple of AZ{culapins, or one who through gratitude brings 
a double offering to the fon of Apollo, we cannot divine. The 
preliminary obfervations confi{t chiefly of extracts from our beft 
authors, and asa f{pecimen of this part of the work we thall 
feleét the following : 

p.24.—-‘ The Englith,’ fays Claromontius, in his treatife De Ere, 
aquis, et locis terre Angliz, publifhed at London in,1682, ‘ as I was 
informed by certain elderly people, before the civil diflentions, lived 
in much feftive indulgence and luxury; enjoying in rotation, at each 
one’s habitation, long continued feafts, with copious quantities of 
liquor. And, commonly, there was no one, howfoever humble his 
ftate, who did not liberaily treat his neighbours, as well as ftrangers, 
with kindnefs and hofpitality. But what took place’ afterwards, 
when civil difcords rent the minds of the people! What not only 
did injury to fcience as well as the comfort of focial gratifications. 
After, I know not what kind of a religious frenzy feized the minds 
of the people, difturbed peace and overturned the order of all 
things; the cuftom of invitation and vifiting fell into difufe. Doubt- 
lefs, as it feems, for the purpofe of cultivating a different religion; 
every perfon then looking upon his neighbour with a fufpicious 
eye—hence religion reconciled their manners to priftine fimplicity.’ 

As a poet, our author ftands very low in the fcale of me- 
trical harmony, and he is not lefs deficient in unity of plan. 
The following we fele& as the moft favorable fpecimens, 


P. 51.—« Sweetly with her the light-wing’d moments flew, 
When firft in love a blithfome hope fhe knew: 
No doubt, nor fear, her youthful heart poffefs’d, 
Nor forrow broke upon her balmy reft. 
Charming in fmiles of fortune and health’s bloom, 
Her joys ne’er dream’d of future ilis to come. 
Aurora’s face for her rofe freth and fair, 
And flow’rs for her perfu:n’d the fun-beam’d air, 
. Ss2z But 
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But ere her life had reach’d meridian hour, 

A ow bey ftorm drench’d on her head its pow’r; 
Relentlefs Burtcesid fwiftly henceforth gave 

To expectation’s blifs an early grave; 

And left her love-lorn and defpairing breaft, 
With pining care and difappointment prefs’d. 

So may the morn that’s gilt with lucid ray, 

Weep in its fhow’rs ere ripen’d into day.’ 


P. 102. ‘ Yet nope ftill animates, 

And foothing confidence in aid creates. 

The drooping frame to raife—that rFRIgND contends, 
Like as the trembling drop that yet appends, 

Shook by the gales—that pafling by it, flit; 
Unwilling ftill, its tender hold to quit.’ 

This laft extraét may remind us of the following beautiful 
lines, in which Armftrong, who ftands next to Akenfide in our 
lift of medical poets, paints the gradual extinétion of life. 

‘«« Through tedious channels the congealing flood 


Crawls lazily, and hardly wanders on; 
It loiters ftill: and now it ftirs no more*. 





ArT. xxxv. Sanfereet Fragments, or intercfting Extraéts from 
the facred Books of the Brahmins, on Subjeéts important to the 
Britifh Ifles ; in two Parts. By the Author of ‘ Indian Anti- 
quities.’ -8vo. p.64. Price 2s.6d. Gardiner. 1798. 


Tue firft part of Mr. Maurice’s tract is meant as a conclu- 
fion of the parallel, commenced in his Indian Hiftory, between 
the Mofaic and Hindoo Records. P. 7. 

* Having compleated,’ fays he, ‘the paralle}, begun in the firft volume of 
the Indian Hiftory, between the Sanfcreet and Mofaic Records, | con- 
fider myfelf bound, by duty, not to delay prefenting my fubfcribers 
with the following interefting details. ‘To the public, the produétion 
of it, at this crifis, will be important, on account of the new acceflion 
of evidence collectively brought by it to the national faith; and, to 
myfelf, it may poffibly prove of material ufe, by refuting the idle 
charge of /yfem, fo repeatedly objeéted to that work, and which has 
proved fo extremely injurious to the fale of the former volume. From 
thefe pages, it Will, 1 truft, be clearly evident, with how little folid 
reafon that charge has been made, and demonttrate, againft all the fcep- 
tical declaimers concerning India and its unfathomable antiquity, that no 
hiftory of that country can be juft to its venerable records, that it is not 
written on the /y/fem, if it muit be fo denominated, on which mine pro- 
ceeds. And, furely, after fuch repeated attempts as have been made 
to poifon the public mind from that fource, after fo many heterodox hif-. 
torical relations, one Hiftory of India, at leaft, may be allowed to be 








. a while the living hill 
Heaved with convulfive throes,—and all was ftill.” 
Darwin’s Bot. Gard. i. canto, 2.1. 498. 
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orthodox, ‘The matter, however, is now brought into a narrow com- 
pafs; the whole remainder of the evidence is wound up in one fhort 
chapter, which is here prefented to the reader, and in its prefent oc- 
tavo form, that thofe who may not be fubfcribers to my larger work, 
the quarto hiftory, may be in poffeffion of that evidence, and bind it 
up with the Indian Antiquities, in proof of that introduttory work alfo 
having not been undertaken on light grounds, nor having proceeded 
on asystTemM which could not be defended. 

* The pages which contain my vindication, and the concluding pa- 
rallel of the Mofaic and Indian Records, form the Finst part of this 
{mall pamphlet.’ 


Mr. Maurice is very folicitous to repel the objefions that 
have been made, both to his /ndian Antiquities, and to his Hiftory 
of Hindsftan, as if they were calculated to eftablith a favorite 
fyftem. We fear that thofe who were of that opinion before, 
will not be difpofed to change it by reading the prefent pub- 
lication. 

The Sanfereet Fragments, which make the fecond part of the 
pamphlet, confift of Extra&ts by Francis Wilford, Efq. from 
the Puranas, or facred books of India, refpe@ing the Britith 
Ifles.— From thefe we learn, that the name of the Britith Ifles 
in the Hindoo books is ¢ Tricatachel, or the mountain with three 
peaks: for the Puranas confider all iflands as fo many moun- 
tains, the lower parts of which are covered by the fea.’ Eng- 
land is called Rajata-Dweep, or Saeta-Dweep; i.e. ‘Vhe White 
Hand; Albion. Ireland is called * Suvarna- Dwesp, which fig- 
nifies the golden ifland—alfo, beautiful, excellent: and, in this 
ferife, Suvarna-Dweep, or Suvarda-Cuta, is perfe&tly fynony- 
mous with Sucuta, or Scuta. Suwarna, or Swarna, being an 
adje€tive noun, it cannot be ufed alone, unlefs in a derivation 
form, as Suvarneya, or Swarneya;’ and fuch, in my opinion, 
(fays the author) is the origin of Fuvernia and Fuernia!—We 
certainly cannot admire fuch a wild {pecies of etymology.—But 
who would have fought for St. Patrick’s purgatory in the Pu- 
ranas? Yet there itis, gentle reader! See page 58 of the pre- 
fent tract. 


Art. xxxvi. Letters toW. Wilberforce, Efq. 
[ Concluded from Page 491.] 


Our author having {hewn that no evidence in fupport of the 
hereditary depravity of mankind can be legitimately deduced 
from fcripture; and that thofe paflages, which Mr. Wilber- 
force has manifeftly miftaken for a cloud of witnelles, are diffi- 
pated like mifts, as he approaches and penetrates them; pro- 
ceeds to examine the merits of the arguments which Mr. W, 
has urged from experience and obfervation. 

The firft of thele is drawn from the univerfal and permanent 
wickednefs which is feenin the world; to which our author 
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replies, that if the faét were admitted in its utmoft extent, we 
might yet deny that an original depravity was imbibed in con- 
fequence of Adam’s tranfgreffion, and pertinently attribute the 
appearance to that progreffive deprayity to which humanity is 

rone. But he obferves, that we are not under the obligation 
of making fuch large conceflions:—that in the mid{ft of the 
greateft exceiles and moft flagrant immoralities, much good ig 
{till vifible: and that every attentive {pectator will contemplate 
a great variety of excellent qualities diffufed over the human 
{pecies. 

Mr. W. has jnftanced the humours and froward difpo- 
fitions of children as proofs of his hypothefis. To thefe our 
author oppofes the innocence, fimplicity, and amiablenefs ha- 
bitual to them: and aferibes the greater part of this froward- 
nefs to a perverfe education from the earlieft infancy. He 
produces the ftriking pailage of fcripture, in which Jefus, 
fpeaking of little children, aflerts, that of fuch 1 is the kingdom of 
heaven; and concludes with oblerving, that the facred writings 
fpeak as frequently and as copioully of righteoufnefs, upright- 

nefs, perfection, and purity of heart obfervable among man- 
kind, as they are free in their corrections and reproofs at the 
inftances of degeneracy 

In the fourth lett-r, our author approaches yet more clofely 
the fyitem of hereditary depravity, and ventures to examine 
without referve, whether it be contiftent with reafon or com- 
mon [enfe. 

M:. W. he fays, muft allow that this total degeneracy of our 
nature can only be afcribed to one or other of the following 
caufes:—it mult have proceeded from an abfolute decree of 
heaven, or arbitrary exertion of divine power, introducing 
fome immediate and miraculous change in the yery conftitution 
of our firlt parents, in confequence of their conduct ;—or from 
the agency of an evil fpirit potfeffing inherent powers, or re- 
ceiving permiffion from God, to contaminate the parent ftock 
and the germs of exiftence with every evil principle ;—or the 
change itfelf muft have taken place by the operation of fome 
phy fica! caufe; that is, there mutt have been fome natural re- 
jat ion between the offence of our firlt parents and the degenerate 
effecls afcribed to it. 

The firit of thefe pofitions, our author afferts, does not ap-- 
ear to be maintained by any advocate for Mr. W.’s fyftem. 
Ihe whole blame is univerfally laid upon man, and the confe- 
quences of his difobedience are confidered as a juft punifhment 

for the abufe of his free-will. 

This anfwer, however, does not appear to us to be by any 
means a fatisfactory method of invalidating the pofition: the 
whole Slame may be univerfally laid upon man, ‘and yet the 
deveneracy of our natures might have proceeded from an arbi< 
trary exertion of divine power, intragucing fome ad 
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and miraculous change in the very conftitution of our firft pa- 
rents, in confequence of their mifconduct. 

With refpeét to the fecond pofition our author obferves, that 
no other power than that of feduction is attributed to Satan. 

He next confiders at fome length, whether the phenomenon 
can be explained by the influence of phyfical caufes; and deter- 
mines in the negative. Under this head he remarks, that we 
perceive fomething in the. brute creation ftrongly refembling 
thofe propenfities which conftitute the vices and imperfections 
of men. Did the ruins of the fall, he afks, extend to thefe 
alfo?—Did it impart to the fcorpion its deadly tting?—If St. 
Paul’s reprefentation of the fall be admitted, we muft anfwer 
in the afhrmative; for without Adam’s tranfgreflion death would 
have had no place. 

He proceeds to confider the fubje& metaphyfically ; and con- 
cludes the fourth letter by brietly fhowing that the doctrine of 
hereditary depravity is equally inconfiftent with fome other 
theological tenets, which are alfo deemed facred by its fup- 
porters. 

In the fifth letter the author examines the other part of Mr. 
W.’sdo€trine, relating tothe puni/hments to which the heredi- 
tary finner is expofed. This fentence of condemnation confifts 
of three parts, making him ‘“ liable to all the miferies of. this 
life ;—to death itfelf ;—and to the pains of hell forever.” 

The chief objection to which our author expofes himfelf in 
this part of his anfwer, is that of adopting too rational an expla- 
nation of the fubje¢t, and one which it would not perhaps be 
very eafy to reconcile with the hiftory of the fall, as it ftands 
related by St. Paul. 

‘The fixth and laft letter chiefly ftates an outline of fome ad- 
— arguments, which might be urged againft Mr. W.’s 

em. 
then the whole, we think that the prefent publication de- 
ferves Mr. Wilberforce’s moft ferious attention; and we hope 
that he will take into confideration our author’s arguments in 
a future edition of his work. T. E. 


ART. xxxvit. Two Sermons preached before the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford Feb. 10, 1799. An Attempt to explain, by recent Events, 
Five of the Seven Vials mentioned in the Revelation: and an Ine 
quiry into the fcriptural Signification of the word Bara. B 
G.S, Faber, a.m. Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. 
8vo. 8opages. Price 2s. Rivingtons. 1799. 

How long will our theologians rifk their reputation in com- 
menting on a book, whofe author is not known, (for that it 
was written by the apoftle John has not yet been fufficiently 
proved,) which was not admitted into the more early canons of 
fcripture, and which, at any rate, to ufe the words of Jerome, 
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has as many myfteries as words. What various and jarring 
fyftems have been invented to elucidate thofe my/feries, par- 
ticularly fince the eraof the reformation? and how many great 
men have fhipwrecked their literary fame upon the fhoals of the 
Apocalypfe ! 

Our author pretends to no originality of invention: he puts 
himfelf under the guidance of Mede, the two Newtons, and 
Warburton; and, under their aufpices, ‘has no fear of in- 
curring the imputation of fancifulnefs or enthufiafm!’ 

In general, he affents to Bifhop Newton's interpretation of 
the prophecies; but was induced to take up the fubjec&t where 
the bifhop concluded; and recent events ¢ almo{t compelled’ 
his attention to the lait plagues, which, according to Newton's 
fyftem, remain unaccomplifhed, ‘ No zxra, (fays Mr. F,) 
feems more deferving of prophecy than the prefent; the wife 
providence of God is manifeftly at work upon the earth; and 
every circumftance evinces the near approach of the fecond ad- 
vent of the Meffiah.’ This has been the language of every fuc- 
ceeding age from that of the apoftles downward. Pope Gre- 
gory I., commenly called the Great, expreffed his belief that 


‘ the end of the world was then at hand: and many other fathers 


entertained a fimilar opinion. Almoft in our own days, Ju- 
rieus, Whifton, and twenty others faw the fame event faft 
approaching—and fome of them lived long enough to fee the 
futility of their predictions. 

Although Mr. F. feems to be convinced of the proximity of 
the fecond advent of Chrift, he allows that * many great events 
{till remain unaccomplifhed, which muft take place before the 
day of judgment.’ Among thefe are the converfion and refto- 
ration of the Jews, which he thinks * muft be comprehended 
under the fixth vial.’ 

But to come to the five vials. —At the pouring out of vial 1. 
there fell a grievous fore upon the men who had the mark of 
the beaft—this fore is ‘the fpirit of licentioufnefs and irreli- 
gion, which firft iffued from the infernal cave of Voltaire and 
his affociates ;’ for which the author appeals to Barruel’s Adz-. 
moirs of ‘Jacobinifg. * The two next vials defcribe almoft gra- 
phically the milerable confequences of the grievous fore pro- 
duced by the firlt:—namely, diftraéted France became as the 
bicad of a dead man, and where every lrving foul died in the fea. 
France then is the fea. But, the rivers and fountains of waters, 
which became blood when the third vial was poured out, are the 
{maller ftates, or new republics eftablifhed by France, 

The fourth vial is poured out upon the fun, to whom power 
is given to fcorch men with fire. Tis funis ftill the French nation. 
* ‘Lhe vial (fays Mr. F.) which is poured out upon this myf- 
tical fun, gives ita power to fcorch men with fire, Is it pof- 
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fible that a more ftriking and appofite defcription can be given 
of the miferies brought by the progrefs of the French arms upon 
Europe ?’ 

The fifth vial, poured out upon the feat of the beaft, is the 
downfal of papal tyranny—as every body knows. 

Pp. 32.—‘ Hitherto,’ fays our preacher, ‘ thefe remarkable prophecies 
appear to have been recently accomplifhed; the fixth vial’ remains yet 
to be poured out, that the water of the great river kuphrates may be 
dried up, to prepare a way for the kings of the Eaft, Whether it be the 
literal, or a myftical Euphrates, remains as yet concealed in the bofom 
of futurity. If, however, one may venture, without the appearance 
of prefumption, to hazard a conjecture, ‘* the kings of the Eait” ma 
perhaps allude to fome oriental power deftined to effect the downfal of 
the Othman empire. There is a remarkable analogy throughout be. 
tween the effects of the feven trumpets and feven vials. ‘Ihe fixth 
trompet clearly relates to the eftablifhment of the Turkith dominion ; the 
fixth vial may poflibly predict its deftraction. 

* Upon the whole, it is not unreafonable to conclude, that the pe- 
riod is fa approaching, when heaven and earth fhall pafs away, and 
when we fhall all be fummoned before the tribunal ef Chrit. He him- 
felf, at the clofe of the Apocalypfe, declares, ** Surely 1 come quick- 
ly.”” May we all, like St. John, be enabled to anfwer him with a 
good confcience, ** Even fo, come Lord Jefus.’”? After the accom- 
plifhment of the prophecy comprehended under the fixth vial, it is in- 
timated that the effufion of the feventh will be coincident with the final 
diffolution of all things. ‘The vials are called the feven /a/ plagues, and 
the pouring out of the feventh is fucceeded by “ a great voice out of 
the temple of heaven from the throne, faying, /¢ is done.” 

The fubject of the fecond fermon is a defence of thofe inter- 
preters who. find in the Hebrew word BARA, the idea of creat- 
ing out of nothing. It is chiefly levelled at Dr. Geddes, who had 
in his preface to the pentateuch, maintained the contrary. ‘ The 
arguments, (fays he) to prove that BARA fignifies to make 
fomething out of nothing, may be reduced into three claffes. 
The internal evidence derived from a careful examination of the 
context—the opinion of the Jews—and the authority of the 
verfions.’ 

His internal evidence confiits chiefly in this, that the par- 
ticle nx before Svown fignifies /ub/ance; and confequently, the 
firft verie of Genefis fhould be rendered, In the beginning Gad 
created the very fubftance of the heavens, and the very ‘fubhance of the 
earth. We believe it will not coft Dr. Geddes much trouble 
to overturn this argument. But we leave the controverfy. to 
themfelves, 

The authority of the Jews, efpecially the more modern Jews, 
is, we confefs, of little force with us, in point of philology. 
Marmonides’s diftin@ion between sa, Awe and m2, proves 
nothing: and Mr. F.’s “ cloud of Jewith witnefles” will, we 
apprehend, be eafily diflipated, 
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With refpe& to the antient verfions, we are clearly of opi- 
nion, that tne words which they ufe to exprefs BARA, as little 
fignify creation out of nothing, 2s BARA itfelf. The moft an- 
tient Greek tranflators render it fometimes by goew, fometimes 
by exviZew ; but neither of thefe fignifies to create out of nothing. 
His quotation from Paul* appears to us to be very unlucky: as 
it might ealily be turned again{t himfelf. Diodati was not a 
member of the church of Rome, he was an Italian calvinift. 
Nor is his teftimony of any moment: as he {poke the theolo- 
gical fyitem of his day; without examining the matter in a 

hilolegical manner. 

Although we think not highly of Mr. F.’s critical abilities, 
we mutt bear te(timony to his orthodox zeal. 

rp. 10.—* Happy,’ fays he, ‘thalll be, if my attempt to difplay the 
wonderful operations of the Moft High fhould prove the means of 
roufing any of my countrymen from the lethargy of careleffnefs and in- 
fenfibility, or the paralyzing numbnefs of Deifm and Socinianifm. Onze 
man gained over to the fide of real religion, is a material acquifition to 
the caufe, in which England is embarked. The fincereft Chriftians 
will not only be the beit fubje¢ts, but an increafe of their number af- 
fords the mof rational ground to hope, that the God of Armies will be 
; our protection. He, who cannot err, hath aflured us, that the gates 
ae of Hell thall never prevail againit his Church, May the genuine and 
ong fcripiural doctrines of our venerable Reformers long continue to be the 
| flandard of the creed of Englifhmen! and may we never fuffer that form 
qr of found words, which they have left us, to be perverted or explained 
away by f{ceptical ingenuity! We may then with exulting confidence 
a exclaim, ‘* 1f God be for us, who fhall be againft us?” 


Art. xxxviit. 4 Sermon preached at Little Wild Street, Nov. 
ve 2.7, 1798, in Commemoration of the great Storm in 1703. By 
" Robert Winter. Price 6d. Cadell. 

i A MODEST, pious fermon, containing a brief hiftory of the 
dreadful ftorm it commemorates. 


ArT. xxx1x. 4 Sermon preached before the Eaft Stonehoufe Foot 
Affiation. By John Bidlake, a.p. Price 1s. Chapman, 


Be A DECLAMATORY difcourfe, which would have been preached 
with more propriety by a miniiter of Jofhua, than by a minifter 
of Jefus Chriit. 


Art. xt. 4 D:fcourfe delivered in the Parifh Church of 
Sheffield, on King Charles’s Martyrdom, 30th of Fan. 1799. 
Price 6d. Matthews. 
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Tuis difcourfe is to enforce the duty of paying taxes, and the 
preacher ftates this to be.a duty of high moral obligation. ‘To 
contribute to the fupport of a good government, is a duty of 
moral obligation. We would propofe a queftion for the dif- 
cuffion of this preacher—lIs it a duty of moral obligation to pay 
taxes impofed by the French directory ? 


ArT. xL1. 4 Sermon preached at St. Fobn’s, Wakefield, for 
the Benefit of the Choir of the faid Church, Dec. 16, 1798. 
By the Rev. Samuel Clapham, mM.a. 8vo. Price 1s. 
Glendenning.: 

Tuis difcourfe is not deftitute of animation; but though it 
appears to have been publithed by requeit, we conceive it better 
calculated to pleafe its hearers than its readers, ‘The text is, 
«¢ Sing unto the Lord all the earth!” 


Art. xxit. The Political and Moral Ufes of an Evil Spirit. Book 
the fecond. By G.H. Leyceiler, m. a. of Merton College, 
Oxford. 8vo. p.70. Price 2s. Egerton. 1799. 


Tuis lively author traces with fome fmartnefs, the good ef- 
feé&ts which have arifen from the introduction of evil; and as 
the devil is the great agent of evil, according to vulgar appre- 
henfion, he thence deduces proofs of the ufefulnefs of this im- 
portant perfonage. ‘This argument he endeavours to treat in 
the way of wit and humour; but we mutt obferve to the author, 
that his wit is too trite either to excite admiration or to convey 
_ pleafure. Wit fafcinates by its novelty; but wit, at fecond 
hand, is not like water converted into wine, but like wine con- 
verted by the human fy{tem into water—({tale, and unfit for the 
ufe of man or beatt, 


Art. xtini. A Syllabus or Abftraét of a Syftem of political Phi- 
lofophy ; to which is prefixed a Differtation recommending that 
the Study of political Econamy be encouraged in the Univer/ities, 
fc. By R. A. Ingram, B.p. 76 pages. Price 1s. 6d, 
Debrett. 1799. © : 


Tue ftudies of religion and politics are, doubtlefs, of the 
higheft importance to mankind, and, if they could be cultivated 
at the univerfities with fuccefs, they would deferve to be ranked 
as a principal part of academical education. ‘They are neither 
‘of them entirely neglected in the univerfity of Cambridge, into 
which place it is the object of this author to introduce a more 
particular ftudy of the latter. The lectures on the thirty-nine 
articles are attended by a great number of ftudents, and thofe 
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on modern hiftory, founded by George the Firft, with the ex- 
prefs view of qualifying young men of the higher ranks for 
diplomatic life, are given, we believe, never to a lefs number 
than the quota allowed by the univerlity. Thete latter lectures 
are not open to every ftudent, and the reafon of the exclufion 
of the’ .at body of under graduates will, if well founded, be a 
{trong a:guinent againft the introduction of public lectures on 
the general fubjects of politics. Whatever apparent difadvan- 
tages, however, might oppofe the admiffion of public political 
lectures into the univerfity, yet when given, on the plan fug- 
gefted by this writer, to bachelors and matters of arts, both the 
univerfity and the public would, we are perfuaded, derive from 
them great benefit. The author in his preface has offered 
himfelf, with becoming modefty, to the univerfity, to give the 
courfe laid down in this fyllabus. Few are better qualified for 
this purpofe, if we may judge from the fpecimens which he gave 
of his talents when he obtained the firft honors of the univerlity, 
and from the proofs which he has given of application to this 
fcience in fubfequent publications. If the propofal which he has 
made ihould not be accepted, his time will be well employed in 
digefting the articles of this fy!labus, which we recommend to 
all who with to {tudy political philofophy in the order it delerves : 
and if it fhould meet with another edition, we recommend to 
the writer, to add references to the authors which a ftudent fhould 
confult on each article. 


Arr. xtiv. Eftimate of the Produce of the Tax upon Income, 
with a few Ulfervations on the Impoliy of the Meafure. 
London, printed by John Lambert. 1799. | 
From the account delivered to the Houfe of Commons, of 

the number of perfons who pay aliefied taxes, the writer cal- 

culates, in a very ingenious manner, the probable amount of 
the prefent tax upon income, According to his ftatement, the 
nett produce will be 6,279,2221.; fo that the annual expen- 
diture of the ftate bears a coniiderable proportion to the income 
of the people. The queftion will foon be decided by authority, 
and the determination is of great importance, as it may lead to 

a very different mode of calculating both the wealth and the 

welfare of the nation, ' 


Art. xiv. The State of the Nation with refpef to its Public 
Funded Debt, Revenue, and Difburfement, comprized in the 
Reports of the Selec? Committee on Finance (with the Appen- 
dix to each Report) appointed by the Houfe of Cammans : alfo an 
Inquiry into the Receipts, and Difburjements of the different 
Public Offices, Se. the Names of the Public Officers, their 


Salaries, 
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Salaries, Fees, Duties, and Attendance, &e. Vol. Ill. 8vo. 
366 pages. Price6s. Symonds 1799. 


Tuis is a refpectable continuation of a very valuable work, 
which the future hiftorian of this country will perufe with 
profit. It contains the Reports of the Committee of Finance, 
and an Inquiry into the Receipts and Difburfements of the dif- 
ferent Public Offices. We are glad to fee advertifed, as in 
great forwardnefs, a fourth volume ; and if the work increafe 
with the public expenditure, we may anticipate a very voluminous 
feries of it. 


Art. xtvi. Remarks on the Explanation lately publifbed by Dr. 
Priefiley, refpeiing the intercepted Letters of his Friend and Dif- 
ciple, H. Stone, Fc. By Peter Porcupine. 1s. Wright. 


Re icron and Politics are the two great topics on which 
men of genius exercife their talents; and profeflors .of thefe 
{ciences, of lofty pretenfions, abound in every country. In 
the firft of thefe walks of literature, England has her Hunting- 
ton, and in the laft, America her Cobbett. Huntington, the 
coal-heaver, has his feé&t here, and Cobbett, of kindred educa- 
tion and talent, has his fect beyond the Atlantic. 

Let the venerable monarchy and the new-born republic, alike 
rejoice in their endowments, and boait the intelligence of their 
fubjeéts and citizens! 

language! dear to truth, to genius, to liberty! how doft 
thou blufh to proclaim the difgrace of thy fons, and to exprefs 
the low and vulgar nonfenfe, the foul and grofs calumny of this 
hedgehog, who, in a lucid interval, has given himfelf a name! 
O facred language! violated by ruffian touch! with what in- 
dignativa will thine admirers hear, that fifteen volumes are the 
production of this Porcupine’s unnatural commerce with thee! 


ArT. xvii. Conflitutional Stridtures on particular Pofitions ad- 
vanced in the Speeches of the Right Hin. William Pitt, in the 
Debates which took Place on the Union between Great Britain 
and Ireland, on the 23d and 31/2 of Fanuary, 1799. By 
Willoughby Earl of Abingdon. Price 1s. Barnes. 


Aas, there are unbelievers every where. Even the houfe 
of lords is not without them. Lord Abingdon declares himfelf 
an infidel, He does not believe, he did not believe during the 
American war, nay, he even then declared his unbelief, (he is 
not therefore converted by the French revolution,) in the omni- 
potence and infallibility of parliament, nay, nor of King and par- 
liainent united. This is a herefy which Henry the Eighth would 
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not have thought it right to tolerate. But we live in tolerant 
times. We do not difapprove of the honeit herefy of the noble 
Lord, but we cannot recommend his pamphlet as a model of 
profound and logicai difcuffion. From our tribunal we difmifs 
him to be tried by his peers. 


Arr. xivitt. Letters on the Subjeé? of Union, in which Mr. 
Febb’s * Reply is confidered. By a Barrifter and Member of 
Parliament. Price 1s. Wright. 1799. 


Tuis pamphlet, like moft others on the fame fubjeét, abounds 
with affertions, and is deftiiute of argument. What our author 
fays upon the competency of the Irifh parliament, is a mere appeal 
to precedent, to the utter neglect of whatever refpects the rights 
of nature and of mankind. 


Art. xix. The Speech of the Right Hon. Fobn Fofter, Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland, on Thurfday, 11th April, 
1799. Price’ rs. Robinfons. 

QUINTILIAN very gravely difcuffes the queftion, whether an 
orator muft neceflarily be a good man. Certainly, for all the 
purpofes of -tempoiary effect, it is not neceflary that the orator 
fhould be either good or fincere; it is only neceffary that he 
fhould be thought fo. In the fpeech before us, we find two in- 
dividuals in high office, poffeffing great powers of language, 
and much influence in the parliaments of their refpective na- 
tions, mutually accufing each other—on one fide, of an incon- 
fiftency little reconcilable with an honeft mind, and on the 
other, of a mifreprefentation incompatible with good intent. 
Which of the two ftatefimen are we to credit? Both are orators: 
both are believed and fupported by their refpective partifans : 
and, like the janfenift and the jefu'. “oétors, they divide be- 
tween them the fuffrages of an admiring multitude. Matt we 
f{ufpend our attention to their harangues, in order to decide upon 
the queftion of Quintilian? No! accomplifhed Roman, it is not 
neceilary that an orator fhould be a good man: the evidence is 
conclufive from the records of thy nation and ef our own! 


Art. Lt. A fecond Letter to the Right Hon. William Pitt. By 
Dr. Drennan. Dublin, Printed by Folingfoy. 1799. 


Ir was impoffible for us, after the proofs we had feen of the 


genius of Dr. Drennan in what he had before publifhed, not 
to look with eagernefs into this fecond letter. His firft * dif- 





* See Analytical Review, page 154. 
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played a fertility.of fancy and a richnefs of colouring, feldom 
feen in the pages of Englifh literature, and this letter, unequal 
to-the former in happinefs of allufion, {plendor of metaphor, 
and accuracy and proportion of parts, yet difcovers the fame 
ever active and boundiefs fancy, though frequently exerting its 
energies with a force wild and irregular, undifciplined by the 
fober hand of judgment, and unfubmiilive to the rigid laws of 
argumentative difcuffion. In one particular we think this com- 
pofition peculiarly liable to cenfure, we mean in the epigrammatic 
point which the author has endeavoured to introduce into almoft 
every fentence, and for whofe fake he never diidains the moft 
obvious or vulgar pun. Such a ftyle is more fuited to the office 
of thofe whofe aim it is to ridicule the current abfurdities of the 
day, and *‘ catch the follies living as they rife,” than to the talents 
and fituation of Dr. Drennan—the grave ftatefman, furrounded 
with all the ferious horrors of civil war, alive to the forrows and 
the interefts of his country, and propounding a fcheme for the fe- 
curity of her conftitution, of her freedom and of her peace. We 
call upon Dr. D. to check the effervefcence of his rich and preg- 
nant fancy, whilft he is the advocate of a country in mourning and 
in tears, and to be more folicitous to imprefs fhame upon her 
enemy, than to produce a titter in his readers by his fmartnefs and 
his wit. We exercife this freedom with the lefs referve, becaufe 
we have already exprefled, and are prepared again to exprefs, in 
terms not lefs {trong and forceful, our admiration of the genius of 
this eloquent man. ;, 

Dr. D.’s fcheme, propofed in this letter, is, from the fons of 
our moft gracious fovereign and theirs, to felect a King of 
Ireland; and thus to unite, by a family compact, by the reci~ 
procity of benefit, of feeling, and of intercourfe, the fifter 
kingdoms. And thus would this provident phyfician heal the 
wounds of his country, reconcile royalifm and republicanifm, 
Fofter and Caftlereagh, Pitt and O*‘Connor. Whether this 
prefcription be fuitable or not to the cafe of Ireland, may be a 
queftion of rather difficult decifion ; but we may eafily perfuade 
ourfelves, that whether fuitable or not, it is a prefcription which 
the {tate apothecaries, ordinary and extraordinary, will never be 
prevailed upon to adminifter. 


Art. ui. Au Examination into the Origin of the Difcontents of 
Ireland, and the true Caufe of the Rebellion, &c.. By William 
Bingley. 4to. 48 pages. Price 2s. 6d, Sold by the 
Editor. 1799. 


Mr. Bincrey afcribes the late rebellion to the oppreffion 
exercifed in Ireland in collecting the tithes. His plan is to 
abolith the tithes, and to fubftitute in their place payments in 
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money to the full value of the late aQtual receipts. The plan is 
fair, and we believe the motive good which a¢tuates the writer. 
No one can read this narrative, without fickening with horror 
at the oppreflion which is here faid to have been exercifed in 
Ireland in the name of chriftianity, and by its pretended minifters. 
To hope that thefe relations are erroneous, is to obey the dictates 
of charity (which hopeth all things): for to believe them is to 
credit charges upon the preachers of a mild religion, more 
dreadful than any with which infidels have laboured to ftigma- 
tize it. Minifters of Jefus, if fuch your condudt, ye are they 
who plead the caule of atheifm, and prepare men to receive it! 


Art. wit. Tables of Intereft, calculated at § per Cent; foewing 
at one View the Intereft of every Sum, from f£..1 to £365: alfa 
carried on by hundreds to {.1000, and by thoufands to { .10,000, 
from one Day to one hundred Days. To which are added, Tables 
of Intereft from one to twelve Months. By Jofeph King, 
Accountant, Liverpool. 8vo. 227 pages. Price 8s. 
Richardfon. 1796. 


‘THE ample title page of this work precludes the neceffity of 
our enlarging upon its contents: its execution appears accurate : 
and its utility fo far at leaft fuperior to that of other works of a 
fimilar kind, in that it fhews * by one reference, what in other 
tables cannot be found without two or three references. ’ 


Art. Litt. A Theoretical and Praétical Grammar of the French 
Tongue, in which the prefent Usage on Pronunciation, Orthogra- 
phy, and the Rules of Syntax, ts developed, and all great diffi- 
culties cleared up, according to the Decifions of the French Aca 
demy. By M. de Levizac. 12mo. 400 pages. Price 4s. 
bound, Dulau. 1799. 


M, Levizac’s talents, as an accurate and fcientific gram- 
marian, have already been pretty univerfally acknowledged ; 
and it was with no {mall prepotleffioa in their favour, that we 
anticipated the application of thefe talents to the important ob- 
ject pentares in the prefent publication. 

* In order to infufe to this work,’ fays its author, ‘ the greateft pof- 
fible degree of utility, I have, in imitation of the moft celebrated gram- 
marians, as well as of the academy, fupprefled every thing foreign to 
the genius of our language; and I have been particulasly careful to 
give, in the moft plain and perfpicuous manner, the only rules we ac- 
knowledge, and to admit the only denominations we avow. I have 
given the grammar which has long been taught in the univerfity of 
Paris, and not the grammar of the Grecians and Latinifts of the Jatt 
and the beginning of the prefent century.—lIt will not, therefore, 
appear furprifing, that | fhould continue to prefcribe that multitude 
of erticles, and thofe denominations of cafes, which the want of know- 

ledge 
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ledge of the real genius of our language had introduced, and whichs 
. act, did only impede the progrefs and retard the uafolding of out 
ideas,” 

We highly approve of the general plan and execution of this 
work; and the few occafions on which we have feen reafon to 
differ from our author’s decifion of {peculative points, or of 
queftions relating to the theory of wxfverfal grammar, are by no 
means of {ufficient importance to induce us to detrad from our 
commendation of it as the molt fatisfactory introdu@ion té the 
principles and genius of the French language which we at pre- 
fent poffefs. On all difputed fubjects, the author pays un plicit 
deference to the decifions of the academy; and however fome 
of thefe decifions may adinit controverly, we certainly approve 
of his reafons for waving it on the prefent occafion, Inthe 
following paflage we with he had fupported this authority more 
recnennen, § 

* We have obferved,’ he fays, ps 279, ‘ that two fingulars require 
the verb in the plural; but the academy, in their ** Obfervations upua 
Vaugelas,” think, that with /’u © /axtre, as well as with wi /'un ni 
Pautre, we may indifferently ufe the fingular or the plural; and it is ftill 
its opinion. Neverthelefs, the prefent practice feenis to us to be for 
ufing the plural only. It is the fame with xi repeated, with two nouns. 
Bat as for the disjunétive om, there can be no difficulty, and we fay— 
Lun ou P autre viendra avec mi.’ 

Doubtlefs there ought to be fio more difficulty ifidetermining the 
fyntax in the former cafe than in the latter: and if the decifion 
of the academy, im this inftance; be liable to any obje€tion, it 
is rather for admitting the ufe of the plural on any occafion, 
than for awhorifing that of the fingular. We have alluded 
to this fubje&t here miore particularly, becaufe relating to An 
error which correfponds with one too little regarded by many, 
even among the moft accurate, of our own writers. In general, 
M. L.’s manner is highly commendable for perfpicuity ; his 
attention to this quality; fo defirable tn a practical grammarian, 
is not, however, altogether uniform in the volume before-us. 
As one inftance wherein it has failed him, we notice his defini- 
tion and illuftration of /yllepfs, p. 344. . 

The author has adverted with great advantage On many occa- 
fions to the relative forms of conftruétion in the French and 
Englith languages. His references to authority are always re< 
fpectable ; his examples are pertinent and infttuctive ; his rules 
are well defined; and his artangement, though capable- of cons 
fiderable improvement in a future edition, generally judicious. 


Art. viv. A foort Introdudion t> Englifh Grammar. In 
two feparate Volumes. Volume -'» firft, or Scholar’s Book, 
contains, Part I. © .cncife Explancticn of the Parts of Speech : 
Parts 11. and J). 1:2 Variations and other Circumftances ate 
tending each Bart of “pee enlarged cn progreffively ; with 
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Exercifes, difpsfed in fuch a Manner as to make the Scholars 
apply every Particular they have learned concerning the different 
Words. To which is added an Appendix, including Direétions 
for parfing, Sc. Se. Volume the Second, or Inftruétrefs’s 
Book, contains, The Manner of Exercifing and Interrogating 
the Scholars throughout their Leffons and Exeresfes, Se. fe 
as to ground them in what they learn. By Blanch Mercy, 
Small 8vo. 2 Vols. 156 pages. Price 3s, 6d. bound. 
Law. 1799. 


TuouGu we do not expe& to meet with many real im- 
provements in every new grammar or {chool-book which iflues 
from the prefs, yet we are pleafed at their appearance, as it in- 
dicates the affiduity of thofe engaged in the bufinefs of inftruc- 
tion ; and when fo many teachers are ambitious to fhew them- 
felves well inforined in their profeffion, the interefts of education 
muft be advanced. The reader is already furnifhed with an ana- 
A of the work before us in the title page; and we hall only 
ubjoin, that the author’s plan appears to be a good one, namely, 
to give the pupil Uitle to learn by heart, but much to put in 
practice. 


Art. tv. Réponfe @ M. L’ Abbé Levizac, grand Vicaire 
_ de ***; on, Défenfe des Anciens Maitres de Londres, et de 
uelques Grammaires publiées avant la aap Par M. 
Dritesger, Small 8vo, ititched. 39 pages. Pricers. Wallis. 


1799. 


Art. tv1.. 4 Dialogue between Mr. N. z and. his 
Friend, both French Emigrant Priefts, and Teachers of the 
French Language: Mr. N- z as an Ufber, and bis 
Friend asa private Mafter. Containing fume. fevere Animad- 
verfions on Duverger’s Works. Small 8vo, 20 pages. Price 
6d. Wallis. 1799. 


We connect thefe two articles, as they relate to the fame topic, 
and apparently proceed from the fame quarter. Mr Duverger, 
naturally enough, takes great umbrage at-the. contemptuous 
manner in which the French mafters, refident im London pre- 
vious to the revolution, as well as their works, have been treated 

by Mr. de Levizac, and in order to repel this charge, and vin- 
dicate his colleagues and himfelf, he inftitutes. a comparifom be- 
tween the Abbe’s grammar and his own. Leaving: thefe gen- 
tlemen to adjuit their refpective pretenfions, we fhall only obferve - 
that in the general merit of perfpicuity, method, and elegance 
of compofition, it is commonly allowed that Mr. Levizac flands 
without a rival among either his predeceffors. or his contempo- 
raries. The Dialogue, as well as Mr. D.’s Epiftle to the 
emigrant priefts, is entirely ironical, and. with fome pleafantry, 
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znd too much truth, expofes the manner in which French is 
taught in many of the feminaries about town. 


Art. vit. The Balnea: or, an Impartial Defcription of all 
the popular Watering Places in England; interfperfed with 
Original Sketches, and Incidental Anecdotes, Sc. By G.S. 
Carey. 12mo. 228 pages. Price qs. 6d. Weft. 17990 


THERE is a degree of pertnefs and flippancy about this book 
which is very difgufting: Mr. Carey treats the public like an old 
acquaintance, with whom he may fhake hands and crack jokes 
without any diffidence or referve; we are not difpofed to en- 
courage fuch forwardnefs and familiarity. ‘Nay fo interefted 
‘does he confider us in his private affairs, that either three or 
four times he obtrudes upon our patience his difputes with 
‘Mr. Dibdin: what have we to do with the quarreis of T weedle- 
dum and Tweedledee? As to Mr. Carey’s defcription of the 
popular watering places, fo far as it goes, we have no reafon 
to queftion its accuracy: on the contrary we have fome réafon 
‘to confide in it; we are no great ramblers, but im the*¢ourfe of 
our lives have vifited three or four of them, arid of thofe three 
‘or four Mr. Carey fpeaks with fufficient corre@inefs: but what 
is to be expected dows a defcription of eighteen watering places, 
the whole of which is found room for in .two hundred and 
‘twenty fmall duodecimo pages ? fr 

Mr. Carey has taken this opportunity to declare himfelf the 
author of two very pretty fongs, which, it feems, have been 
attributed to fome other gentleman: the “ Difeonfolate Sailor,” 
and ** Allen Brook of Wyndermere.” ‘Thefe, with a few 
‘others of Mr. Carey’s compoiition, are introduced in the volume. 


Art. vit. Dancing Mafteriana, or Biographic Sketches for 
an inguifitive Public; being the true Style of a Dancing Mafter 
exhibiting his Pupils by an elegant Ball. To which are added 
frve Leiters, none of whith have any thing to do with the 
Dancing Mafter’s Ball. 8vo. 32 pages. Price 1s. Printed 
for the Author, (Bryan Blundell.) 1799. a 
Tue firft ten pages of this pamphlet might, perhaps, have 

been circulated in Liverpel, witheat impropriety: they are 

addreffed to the Mayor of that town, in his official capacity, by 
' Mr. Bluadell; who claims, as Mis Father’s executor, the fum of 
£375 from the corporation, in confideration of ‘what he confiders 


“to have been an unfair eftimate and purchafe made of his father’s 
) Property» by a feleét committee appointed by that corporation. 


e are not acquainted with the characters perfonified in the 
© Corporation Ball :’ poffibly it is for this teafon that we can 
. difcover neither wit nor humor in it. 


T.t.2 Mr. B, | 
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Mr. B. it feems, belonged to a volunteer corps at Liverpool 
from which, on fome account or other, he was difmifled: the 
confequence of this difmiflal was the publication of a pamphlet, 
copies of which he fent to Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Windham, and 
his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York. Thede letters, together 
with two others relating to the fame affair, fill up the meafure 
of this pert, infignificant pamphlet. Mr. B. has, indeed, tacked 
a few verfes together at the clofe of his book, as a f{pecimen of 
his poetical shelaies they are addreffed to the public, and begin 
thus : 

‘ I fcorn the mean bryte, who cringing and /upple 
Will take up with meannefs, to infult will dauckle.” 

From this, which is a very fufficient fpecimen, our readers 
will agree with us, that if Mr. B. was not better qualified for 
a foldier than he is for a poet, he richly deferved to be drummed 
out of the regiment. 


Ant. urx. 4 new Catalogue of living Englib Authors, with 
a complete uf f their Publications and biographical and critical 
Memirs. Vol. I. 8vo. Price 7s, Clarke. 1799. 


Tue charafterifticof this work is, its reference to Luing authors 
only. We confefs that we are at a lofs to difcover the utility of 
fucha publication. Sterne 4“ to a lady adorning herfelf, * whilft 
thou art twifting that lock, behold it turns grey.” We may apply 
the remark to the author of this work: whilft it is yet printing, 
behold its charaéteriftic is loft; the wing authors ceafe to live. 
We repeat it, we fee no ufe in fuch a compilation. Does any 
one want to fee a catalogue of authors, he looks into the Reviews ; 
.or does he with to fee criticifms on the works they have pub- 
lithed, he applies to the fame fource. As to the volume before 
us, the biography is contemptible, the criticifm trifling, and 
the lift of books incomplete. 


Art. tx. Biographia Medica; or, Hiftorical and Critical 
Memairs of the Lives and Writings of the moft eminent Medical 
Characters that have exifled framethe-earlicft Account of Time to 
the prefent Period, with a Catalogue of thei Literary Pro- 
duéticns. By Benjamjn Hatchinfon, Memberof the Medical 
Society of London, of the Phyfical Society of Guy’s Hof- 

ital, and of the London Company of Surgeons, 2 Vols. 
Evo. Price 16s. Johnfon. 1799. 


* To preferve memoirs of illeftrious men,’ obferves our author, 
pref. p. v, ‘ is difcharging an aét of juftice to departed merit, and ~ 
may prove the means of exciting the adlive genius of modeft and unaf- 
Jfumin Sperienty of mental endewments to the exertion of talents, which 
may be und beneficial to mankind. With thefe views biography 
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anfolds the different talents of every age and exhibits the numerous 
i 


nataral, and acquired excellencies of diftinguifhed characters. Ac- 
tuated by thefe motives, and anxious to obtain a more 8g 5 hif- 
tory of the origin and progrefs of Medical Science, the Compiler 
has been induced to undertake a work, which he trufts will not be 
unacceptable ; being intended to contain fome account of moft mee 
dical men, who have been fufficiently diftinguifhed to merit fuch a 
memorial of their abilities; it will, therefore, naturally include a 
hiftory of the moft remarkable, and the moft interefting circum- 
ftances; an account of the progrefs of Phyfic, Surgery, Anatomy, 
Midwifery, Pharmacy, Chemiftry, Botany, and of every depart- 
ment of philofophical fcience connetted with medicine ; and an ab- 
ftraét of the opinions and principles, by which the medical world 
has been influenced in all its extent and duration. 

* The Compiler has been ene attentive, to do juftice to 
the learned and ingenious of all countries, whofe public works, or 
private profeffional charaéters, ate held in high eftimation. In the 
execution of this plan he has not recurred to Diétionaries® only, 
nor contented himfelf with fupplying the defeéts of one Dictionary 
from another, and cutting off the redundancies of all; but every 
thing has been collected from the different performances which con- 
tained materials relative to the plan. For an account of the writings 
of authors, recourfe fhould be had to their works; and for that of 
their lives, to the beft memoirs that are extant.’ 

We cannot give our fanction to thefe declarations. The 
work is a compilation chiefly made from the General Biogra- 
phical Dictionary, the Biographia Britannica, Aikin’s Biogra- 
phical Memoirs of Medicine, Nicholl’s Anecdotes of Bowyer, 
Pulteney’s Account of Engliih Botany, the eloges in the later 
volumes of the Hift. de Acad. Roy. des Sciences, and the lives 
of fome later authors prefixed to their works, _* For an account 
of the writings of authors,’ as Mr H. juftly obferves, ‘ recourfe 
foould be had to their works,’ but we do not find in thefe volumes 
any traces of medical reading. In the title page we are promifed 
a catalogue of their works, but the reader who trufts to this 
promife will meet with frequent difappointments. The lives of 
Alfton, De Haen, Euftachius, Ray, Sauvages, Scheele, Sharpe, 
Stohl, Van Swieten, Wifeman, Rheede, Rumphius, Dale, Co. 
Jumna, Catefby, Wallerius, are not to be found, and thofe of 
Morgagni and Frederic Hoffman fcarcely occupy a page, and 
the charaéter of Alex. Monro is given from Lavater’s view of 
his portrait! In a letter of Dr, Darwin’s, inferted at p. 245, 
we are told that Mr. Darwin ‘ was unfortunately acquainted ° 
with a German ftudent of the name of Sgemmering !’ Could Dr. 
D. or Mr. H, be ignorant that this ftudent is oné of the moft 
diftinguifhed @natomifts of Germany? Should however an in- 








« * To the authors of that dfeful work, the General Biographical 
‘DiGtionary, in 8vo. the author acknowledges particular obligations.” 
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dulgent public call for a fecond edition of this very imperfect -. 


performance, we recommend the editor’ to go on tranflating the 


remaining eloges contained in the Hift. de l’Acad. des Sciences, ° 


in thofe of Berlin, &¢. and always to inform the reader at the 
end of each article whence it was compiled. We recommend to 


hig alio to. make ufe of Haller’s Bibliothece and Hoffman’s 


Lexicon, and in the arrangement of the work, we fhould prefer 
a chronological to an alphabetical arrangement. 


Art. tx1. Further Obfervations on the Varisla Vaccine, or Cow 
Pox. By Edward Jenner, M. D. F. B.S. F.L.S. &.  -4to. 
Price 2s: 6d: “Law. 1799. 


Dr.: J. obferyes, that the mammz and nipples of Cows are ° 


fubjeét to other maladies befides that which made the fubject of 
his former. pamphlet, and which, like that, ‘ are capable of 
giving a difeafe to the human body.’ 

pe. 6.—— Sarah Merlin, of the parifh of Eaftington in this county, 
whemabour thitteen or fourteen years of age lived as a fervant with 
farmer Clarke, who kept a dairy coafifting of about eighteen cows, at 
Stoncheufe, a meighbouring village. ‘i he nipples and udders of three 
ot the cows were .extenfively affected with large white blifters. ‘Thefe 


cows the girl milked daily, and at the fame time fhe affifted with two 


others, in milking the reft of the herd. It foon appeared that the dif- 
eafe was communicated to the girl. The reft of the cows efcapéd the 


inteGtion, although they were milked feveral days after the three above’ 


{pecified had thefe eruptions on the nipples and udders, and even after 
the girl’s hand became fore. The two otlitrs who were engaged in 
milking, although they milked the cows indifcriminately, received no. 
injury. On the fingers of each of the girl’s hands there appeared fevew 
ral large white-blifters, fhe fuppofes about three or four on each finger,, 
The hands and’ arms inflamed and fwelled, but no conftitutional indif- 
pofition followed, The fores were anointed with fome domeltic oint- 
ment, and got well without ulcerating. 

«. As this malady was called the cow pox, and recorded as fuch igethe 
mind of the patient, fhe became regardlefs of thé fmall pox; buf, on 
being expofed to it fome years afterwards, fhe was infected, and had a 
full burthen.’ 

_ Whether any medical praétitioner, or cow-leech, faw the 
patient, we are nottold. This difeafe, our author obterves, 
differs from the variolz vaccine, 7 

p. 8.—* in the numerous blifters which appeared on the girl’s hands} 
their termination -without ulceration; its not proving more generally 
contagious at the farm, either among the cattle, or thofe employed in 
milking,’ ' 
and in the. patient's feeling no general indifpofition, although 
there was fo great a number of velicles. ‘ Thofe who attend 
cattle,’ he fays, ‘ obferve that thele white blilters on the nip- 
pies never eat into the flefhy parts like thofe which are com- 
monly of a bluith caft, but that they aifect. the fkin only, 
quickly end in {cabs, and are not nearly fo infeCtious.’ Erup- 
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tions alfo fometimes appear in confequence of the tranfition that - 
the cow makes in the {pring from a poor to a nutritious diet, _ 
and from the udder’s becoming at this time more vafeylar than 
ufual for the fupply of milk. af 

re. g.—* A cow intended to be expofed for fale, having naturally.a ~ 
{mal udder, is previoufly for a day or two neither milked artificially, — 
nor is her calf fuffered to have accefsto her.. ‘Thus the muk is preter- 
naturally accumulated, and the udder and nipples become greatly dif- 
tended, The confequences frequently are, inflammation and eruptions ” 
which maturate. . 

¢ Whether a difeafe generated in this way has the power of affecting 
the conftitution in any peculiar manner, I cannot préfume fofitively to’ 
determine. ) , Eh REEL 4e SE 

« I have known the'fnilkers affeéted by it, butalways found: that an” 
affection thus induced left the fyftem as fufceptible of the{{mal) pox -as 
before.’ , edotter Sec gy Liens 

D:. J. thould have told us how the milkers.were affected by- 
it, and if this difeafe, or the pemphigus vaccinus, asthe difeafe de- 
fcribed above may be called, fhould fall under our author’s notice, - 
we hope he will not omit to defcribe and delineate them in the 
fame manner in which he fo well depicted the variole vaccine 
and varisla equine, if it’ be allowable to confider the latter. as 
a diftinct difeafe.. For we muft.obferve, that though Baker * 
was inoculated from a-puftule on the hand of Virgve, yet it, is 
oniy on circumftantigl evidence that-we are juftified in fufpedt- 
ing that Virgoe contradted the difeafe from the heels vot the, 
mare, and not from cows. We have conjectured, that the. 
fores of horfes in thofe places where the cow pox prevails, may 
become cow pox fores by the application of the cow pox virus+, 
Cole and Riddiford ¢ might have contracted the difeafe from the: 
horfes at a time when the virus was in too advanced a ftate to 
render the conftitution infufceptible of the fmall pox. It is in- 
cumbent on Dr, J. to afcertain the nature of this fuppofed dif- 
eafe, by cauling a mare which fuckles a colt to be milked by a 
perfon labcring under the cow pox, and obferving if the nip- 
ples of the mare become affected with ulcers. He fhould en- 
deavour to inoculate the nipples of a cow with the firft dif- 
charge from the heels of a horfe, in which the greafe has re- 
cently made its appearance, and if he fail, he fhould apply 
cow pox virus to the heels of the horfe, and atthe end of 
fix or ten days, apply the matter from the heels of the hoxfe to 
the nipples of a found cow. But to return, thefe obfervations , 
of Dr. J. prove how careful we fhould be in diftinguifhing the 
different maladies known under the popular name of cow pox, 
But the fafeft courfe for practitioners to purfue, will be to 
make ufe of virus from the cow pox matter of the human fub- 





* Inquiry p. 35. t.2- + Anal. Rev. p. 554, {Inquiry 28, 29. 
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jee, taking it from the puftules of the inoculated part as foon 
as a limpid fluid fhall have appeared. , 
-Dr. J. in confirmation of what he mentioned in his Inquiry, 
p- 56, os the inefficacy of inoculation in rendering the 
c 


conftitution infufceptible of the variolous poifon, if the virus 
inferted had undergone a degree of putrefaction, inferts a letter 
from Mr. Earle, Fur eon, at Frampton upon Severn. Mr. 
Kite, in the Mem. of the Med. Soc. iv. 120, gives us three 
cafes in which inoculation, though followed by fever and 
eruptions which had every appearance of true variclous puf- 
tyles, did not fecure the patients from the cafual fmall pox. 
The virus made ufe of was taken ‘ from a woman on the 15th 
day of the eruption, when all the other puftules were dried 
away.’ Mr. E. inoculated five perfons with matter taken from 
a {mall pox ‘ puftule in a ftate too far advanced,’ but on what 
day of the eruption, orfrom what part of the body, we are not 
told. Eruptions appeared about the ninth day, but four of the 
patients afterwards took the cafual fmall pox, one of whom died. 

‘Three children alfo, in whom eruptions appeared in ten 
days in confequence of inoculation, being inoculated a fecond 
time, had all a very full burden. Mr, E. conjectures that the 
virus, which was procured from a friend, was not in a proper 
fiate. 

Pp. 15,——-* After this,” fays Dr. J. * ought we to be in the fmalleft 
degree furprifed to find, among agrcat number of individuals, who by 
living in dairies have been cafually expofed to the cow pox virus when 
in a ftate analogous to that of the {mall pox above defcribed, fome, 
who may have had the difeafe fo imperfectly as not to render them fe- 
cyre from variolous attacks ?” 

Dr, Ingenhoufz informed Dr. J. p. 3.—-* That a farmer near Calne, 
in Wjltfhire, had been infeéted with the {ma!I pox after having had the 
cow pox, gnd that the difeafe in each inftance was fo ftrongly charac- 
terifed as to render the faéts incontrovertible. ‘The cow pox, it feems, 
trom the Doétor’s information, was communicated to the farmer from 
his cows at the time that they gave out am offenfive ftench from their 
wdders,’ 

Dr. J. conjectures, that the farmer had been expofed to cow 
pox ‘matter when it had undergone a putrefaCtive change.’ 

Dr. J, fays that the found fkin does not appear to be fufcep- 
tible of the virus of the variole equine, which, by the common 

euplc, is alfo frequently called the cow pox, when inferted 
into it, but that when the fkin is previoufly difeafed from little 
accidents, its effeéts are often confpicuous, but whether this 
opinion is the refult of fome experiments of his own which he 
has not related, or thofe made by Mr. Simmons, we are not 
informed*. He gives a cafe, communicated by Mr. Fewfter, 





* Baker readily took the infection. ‘See Inquiry, p. 36. 
of 
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of Thornbury, of varicle equine in a man, in whom the difeafe 
made its appearance after drefling a horfe which had the greafe, 
and who had not milked.a cow for more than half a year. Mr. 
F. has negleéted to inform us whether the patient had had the 
{mall pox or cow pox. 

Dr. J. fays he has often failed in his endeavour to commu- 
nicate the cow pox by inoculation. 

P. 39.—* An inflammation will fometimes fucceed the feratch or 
puncture, and in a few days difa without producing any further 
effect. Sometimes it will even produce an ichorous fluid, and yet the 
yey will not be affected. ‘The fame thing we know happens with the 


pox virus.” - 
‘ Four or five + fervants were inoculated with matter juft taken 


from an infected cow. A little inflammation appeared on all ' 


their arms without producing a puftule.”. The matter was taken 
in a purulent ftate. 

That the public may not reject inoculation with the cow pox 
virus, fhould it prove in fome folitary inftances not to have 
rendered the conititution infufceptible of {mall pox, Dr. J. 

ives us the cafe of Langford, publifhed by Mr. Withers in the 
Mem. of the Med. Soc. iv. 186, who is faid to have died of 
the fmall pox at the age of fifty, though he had had the difeafe 
when about a month old. Dr. J. fpeaks of this cafe as only 
one ‘among many others.’ We with Dr. J. would take the 
trouble of communicating to the public.all the other cafes. 

If it be admitted that confluent fmall pox will not always 
render the conftitution infufceptible of {mall pox, are we to 
wonder that inoculated fmall pox fhould fometimes prove in- 
effeual? That the virus inferted had in thefe cafes undergone 
fome change from putrefaction, ftands at prefent merely on 
the ground of conjecture, 

Dr. J. inoculated twenty patients with cow pox matter from 
patients who had been inoculated with virus. originally obtained 
isom a cow in the neighbourhood ef London. This matter 
proved more certainly infe@tious, and gave lefs difpofition in 
the arm to inflame, and in one of the children three fpots ap- 
peared on the face, 

The meafles did not prevent the ation of the cow pox virus, 
both difeafes going on together. 

Dr, J. readily reftrained the inflammation of the pun@ure 
when the yirus of the cow pox had been inferted, either by a 
plalter of ung. hydrarg. fort, or lint dipped in aqua lithargyri 
acetati. T. 





+ 


+ Does Dr. J. keep no notes of his experiments, or does he not dif- 
tinétly remember whether he inoculated four or five? 


Arr. 
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650 Ontyd on Mortal Difeafes. 


Art. x11. A Treatife on Mortal Difeafes; containing a par» 
ticular View of the different Ways in which they lead ta Death, :: 
and the befi Means of preventing themg by Medical Treatment, 
from prowing Fatal: Tranflated from the Latin, corrected, im~ 
proved, and confiderably enlarged, by the Author, Conrad 
George Orityd, M.p. 8vo. Price gs. Johnfon. 1798. 


‘ This work,’ the author informs us, p..12, * was firft pub- 
lifhed in Latin, at Leyden, in 1797. “In the prefent edition I have 
révifed the whole, and from more mature refieétion, frem a great - 
number of praétical cafes that have’ fallen under my obfervation 
fince that time, from converfing with different practitioners, and 
from the obfervations of other phyficians communicated to me fince, 
I have been enabied to corre&t fome of my former obfervations, and 
to make many improvements, and gonfiderable additions. In fine, 
in this edition I exprefs with more confidence fome of my former 
remarks, and have omitted others, which I had advanced without . 
fufficient foundation. 

« Although I have ventured to offer this work to the public, yet 
I am very fenfible of it’s imperfeétions, for notwithftanding the’ 

eateft care and attention have been employed in colle&ing a fuf- ° 

cient ftock of faéts from the beft: fources, in compating them to- 
gether, and in drawing conclufions from a cautious and full induction, 
yet feveral inaccuracies and miftakes will nodoubt have efcaped me, : 
which, on confidering the extent and ‘abundance:of the matters to 
be noticed, they, I hope, will readily excufe, who, haying theme, 
felves made refearches of this kind, are. not unacquainted with the. 
difficulties attending them. 4 

‘ Though I have occafionally mentioned the names of thofe me-_ 
dical aia who have favoured me with the communication of 
practical facts, yet I feel a particular pleafure on this occafion in 
giving a public teftimony, how much I am obliged to my worthy 
preceptors, the profeffors in the different branches of medicine at: 
the univerfity of Leyden, for the many marks of kindnefs and friend-’ 
fhip they have beftowed upon me, during my attending lectures at 
that univerfity; and for the kind affifance they have afforded me in 
colleGting materials for this work; which offices the author will. 
always.remember with gratitude, and with high efteem for their 
charaéters. 

* I have alfo much fatisfaftion in acknowledging here the obliga- 
tions | am under to,Dr. J. G. Scheffer, phylician-general to the 
Hanoverian troops, the military hofpital of which was at Leyden in, 
the year 1794, who, agreeably to the urbanity of his manners, and 
the philanthropy of his heart, readily permitted me to vifit the pa- 
tients, and thus furnifhed me with an opportunity of making many 
practical obfervations, exclufive of the important advantages I de- 
rived from affifting in the numerous diffe&tions of patients, who died 
of different complaints, and thus obferving the morbid appearances 
after death. 

* Por the fake of order I have adopted the following methodical 
arrangement. 

« I divide the whole work into three parts. 


‘In 
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*- In the Girft I treat of death; it’s relation to health and ficknef&, 
and it’s, proximate and remote caufes in general. 

« In the fecond I confider.thofe difeafes, which bring en death by 
deftroying the vital principle. 3 


© In the third I take notice of the diforders, which occafion death, - 


either by fupprefling fome funétion requifite to life, or by deftroying 
fome vital organ.’ 

Death, our author defines to be © the extinGtion of the fa» 
culty of an{wering to a ftimulus, fo that an action may follow 
which doés not depend on the univerfal [general] principles of 
bodies.’ The proximate caufe of death he places in the de» 
ftruction of the organifation of the body, and he is’ of opinion, 
that there are as many remote caufes of death as there are 
caufes which occafion the deftruétion of the organifation of the 
body, which may be effected (1) by the deftruction of the life 
of the whole, or, (2) by the removal or deftruction of one 6r - 
two of the links, without which the connection of the chain 
can no longer fubfiit.” In tracing the various modes by which 


death is occationed, he is led to treat of the fymptoms and cufe- 


of moft of thofe difeafes which arte occafionally followed by 
death. We do‘not think he has always fucceeded in explaining 
how death is occafioned ; but we have peruied his work with 
much. {fatisfaction, and we recommend it to our readers asa 
valuable addition to our medical Englifh library: It affords the 
Englifh reader a good. view of the practice of the Dutch and 
Germans, with a fufficient admixture of Britifh theory and. 
practice to obtain him a favorable hearing. With Cullen he 
employs the term vis medicatrix natura, with Stohl he attributes 
more than we do to the coniti:u:ion of che teafon, with Sydenham 
and T’rallis he regards opium as the antidote to dyfentery ;, and on 
the fubject of jaundice. he fays, that to produce it, * it fufices 
that certain determinate motions be communicated to the fOlids, 
not only from the bile, but alfo from many other ftimuli, with- 
out the regurgitation of the bile into the blood; the: velle 
may be difpofed. in ~ ! | 
fyftem becomes changed as it were into aa or paring a 
fablance like bile.’ ° mes fo 

We hope our ingenious author will candidly review thefe’ 
doctrines, and, treftwng more to his own obfervation, and lefs es’ 
the authority of great nanies, emancipate himfelf enti pin” 
the fhackles of y, and prefent us, at a er’ if 
with an improved edition of this ufeful, practical wack;’ ail 

: “2's 31a 

ART. LXx111. piri tive Account of a new Method 

Qld Ulcers gf t s- By Thomas Baynton, 

Briftoi. T Edition, enlarged, correéted, 


fiderably improved. 8vo, 152 Price 3s. 6d.. Br 
Emery and Adams ; London, fuk, “ 










1799. - 
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hamanner, that the whole fanguiferous 
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652 Baillie’s Engravings of Morbid Anatomy. 


As fo full an account was given in the Anal. Rev. of the rft. 
edition of this valuable treatife, we have only to fay, that the author ~ 
has enlarged the numberof cafes to 17, and that he has fub- 
joined letters from Mefirs. Home, Henry, Simmons of Man- 
ehefter, Sandford and Shute, in confirmation of the efficacy of | 
the plan of treatment laid down in the work. Mr. Henry fays 
that ‘ ulcers which ufed to take five or fix months in curing, 
are now healed in half the time, and that the favings in the 
Manchefter Infirmary, fince Mr. B,’s method has been adopted, 
may be rated from 200l, to 3ool. a year. Mr. Sandford thinks 
he has fucceeded better * where the adhefive plaifter has not 
been fpread over the center, but only at each end of the callico 
ftrips,’ as under thefe circumftances thofe parts of the ftrips in 
contact with the ulcer, will more conveniently allow of the 
application of cold water, or any other humid application, 

Ts 


Arr. uxiv. A Series of Engravings, accompanied with Explana- 
tions, which are intended to illuftrate the Morbid Anatomy of 
Some of ihe moft important Parts of the Human Body, ( fafciculus 1.) 
comprehending the chief morbid Appearances of the Heart, and of 
the Aorta near its Origin. By M. Baillie, M.D. F. R. S. &e. 
4to. Johnfon, 1799. 


TuHatT much valuable knowledge of the morbid changes of 
ftruture in different parts of the human body, may be derived 
from well excuted engravings, muft be obvious to every one 
who has entered upon the ftudy of Anatomy. Little affiftance 
has, however, been offered in this way; we have not yet one 
regular work of the kind. 


¢ Whatever,’ fays the Tn ‘has been hitherto done upon this 
fabjeét, has been withoyf any regular plan, and f{cattered over various 
works, fome of which are expeniive, and others difficult to be pfo- 
cared. It feemed to me, therefore, to be an important defideratum in 
anatomy, to comprehend in one work, upon fome regular plan, ene 
gravings of the chief morbid changes of ftructure in the moft effential 
parts ot the human body, which are capable of illuftration. I have, 
therefore, ventured to undertake fuch a work; but only propofe to pro- 
ceed in it a little way, till the opinion of the public with regard to it 
is collected. If that thall be favourable, it will encourage ms to ad- 
vance with earneft diligence, in an undertaking, both attended with 
difficulty and confiderable expence : and if it fhall be otherwife, there 
will] at leaft be the comfort of refle€ting that I have made an attempt te 
promote the cultivation of 4 fcience, upon which the health and life 
of mankind fo immediately depend.’ 


The plan which the author has here in view, is that of ree 
prefenting with the utmoft exa@nefs fuch changes of ftru@ure 
as take place in the more important parts of the body. He 
prop ofes to remedy the defects of thofe who have chie y exhie 


bited 








Sole's Menthe Brijannce. Ss 


bited on! nal appearance of. morbid parts,- 

Bes bia only 8 ffe&ted parts. y giving 
* It ie peopofed,’ fays be, * Min the followin work, to give engray. 

r ings only of the principal morbid changes of rudure te 

; important parts of the homan body, which are either 





uftrated, or of bei wom dilieAly impreied upon te’ mindy 

figures of there Welag cahabie d to the eye. Thefe- will 

ab proportion of the chief difeafed appearances of the thoracic. ae 
inal vifcera, of the organs of generation in both fexes, and of the 


‘ a The order of the engravings,’ he further obferves, ¢ will corref- 
pond very much with that fa the defcription of difeafed changes of 
ruéture in my book upon morbid anatomy ; but the two works will 


be made et gy each other. ‘The engravings will be acco 
nied with fuch a defcription, as to be perfettly underftood, wlthoeg:- aay 


reference to the volume upon morbid anatomy; fo that @ perfon 
offefs one work, without being obliged to purchafe the other. It 
impoffible to determine at prefeit the exact limits of this work; but I 
think it may probably be comprchended in ten fafciculi, each of which 
will contain about five or fometimes fix plates. Two fafcicali are ine 
tended to be publithed e ear, if the pelle fhall approve of _ 
work ; and = to publith two Fafcteuli as a trial of heir 
the firft of which conlplehends the chief difeafes of the head, of the 
aorta, near the origin; and the fécond, the chief difeafes of the hanga 


The engravings are to be principally taken from the mu- 
feums of a =e and Sen preparations ia the authos’s 
own collection. 

The work is handfomely publithed in race pemme oy the 
engravings are executed with great exaCtnefs and el 

e hope the ingenious author will meet with fi en- 
couragement to proceed in his very ufeful defign.° 


Arr. txv. Menthe Britannica : bei mw Bae! orange 
ment of all the Britifh Mints hitherto difcovered. 
‘ge. Plates. of the pacer er 
Lift, 7 ifs 5 exhibiting a Figure of every di of Aint 
ae fing (eps ane end Mud. 
on ; teste wi rai new 1e3 on Wane ved. 
&. Sole. Fol. Bath, Cruttwell ; London te eae 
Tas: is the moft valuable rand dot pr which baw. 
on this difficult genus, and does 
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his profeffion, which is that of an apothecary, we could with 
that he would give detailed defcriptions of each cong oe Latin 


and Englith, in correfponding oppofite columns. € could 

difpenfe too with Englifh names engraved on the plates. But 

whatever Mr. S. can find time to give us will, we-thall venture. 

to fay, meet with a favourable reception from the \oanen 
s 


world. * a 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Foreign Publications imported by F. Remnant. 


LE fihyli, Eumenides. Specimen novz recenf. tragediaram Ftchyli, 
edit. G. Hermannus. 8vo. 2s. 1799. , 

Ariftophanis, Invernezio. 2 vol. 8vo. 11. 4s. 

Idem liber. charta Hollandica. 2 vol. 8vo. bds. 11. 16s. | 
Nubes, cum {choliis, recenf, et adnotat. I. A, Ernefti. Suafqde 
addidit G. Hermannus. 8vo, maj. bds. 8s. 

Borheck. Dr. A, C. Apparatus ad Herodotum intelligendum et in- 
terpretandum. vol. i—5. 8vo. maj. bds. Lemgo. 1799, a1. 278. 6d. 

Diaionnaire, nouveau, allem-frangois et frenevallee com far 
les Diftionnaires de l’Académie Francoife de M. Abbé Alberti de 
Villeneauve et les meilleurs vocabulaires des deux Nations; enrichi 
de tous les termes propres des fciences et des arts de méme 
expreflions de nouvelle création. Avec une table des verbes 
et primitifs irreg. de l’une et I’autre langue. Par Phil. Jaq. Flathe. 
En 5 vol. gr. 8vo. bds. 31. 3s. Leipzig. 1799. TS 

Diétionnaire de Poche, ou Vocab. frangois-allemand et. allem. 
francois, tiré du Dictionnaire de Schwan. 12mo, bds, Leipfig. 1799. 

s. 6d. | 

; EpiGeti Difflertationum ab Arriano digeftarum lib 1v Ejujdem En- 
chiridion, et ex deperditis fermonibus Fragmenta. Poi te. Uptoni 
alioramque curas, denuo ad Codicum Mfftoram fidem recenf. lat. 
vers. Adnotat. Indicibus illuitravit. lob Schweighanfer. 3 vol. 8vo. 
maj. bds. Lipf. 1799. : 

Effai géneral de fortification, d’attaque, et de défenfe des places. 
3 vol. avec un cahier des plans. gr. 4to. 4 Berlin. 1799. 

Euripidis Alctfte. Gotha. fd. 3s. - 

Cyclops, e recens. J. G. C. Hopfner, cum obfervat. 
crit. edid. et ufui fcholar. adcommodavit. M. G. F. D. Goes. 8vo. 


fd. is. 6d. 
————— Pharniffa. a Schutz. 8vo. fd. 4s. 
Gottlings Handbuch der Chemie. 2 thle. gr. 8vo. bds.. 18s. 
Gotter’s Gedichte. 2 thle. 8vo. bds. 8s. 6d. | 363 
Hermanni de Metfis poetarum Gracorum et Roman. 8vo, bds. 





8s. 6d. 


Jacobi Anthologia Greca.' 5 vol. bds. 11, 7s. 6d. 
Idem liber. chart. fcript. bds.. rl. 17s. 6d. 
— Animadverfiones in Antholog. Gr. vol.’ 1. pars 1 et 2. & 





‘vol. 2 pars 1 ma. 8vo. bds. 11. 11s. Od, 


Idem 








Meine Reife in Deutichen Vaterlande. Svo. bds. 6s. 
Mémoires de es ne 
Fan1v de ln Repebliqne: 3 tem. gt . 
Plans et deffeins, tirés de la Aether Gs eo ion 
sag nor fos 100 Panchen 
fe-Dr.'Chr. Louis Stiegtitz. te hes Lv. gt. in fol. @ Leiplg. oa. 


~ Witor. fape ad Cod. Mif. fidem tecens. 
Sr eo ies pad refiras. “T. Schweig- 


bie rehies ‘far ‘La | ine nape. 
tiens; Shiota Anctener. 
ie P. vec ty ata mational de ‘2 th. ge. 
Wiicme Ree duth e : ol: the. bd: Bet FHS 6% 
Wahls vorder und ni er Aken; 1%. Bde. mit Karte om Perhen 
uad Kupfern: gr. 8vo. bds. 11. 18. 
pose we, te ale age Bande. g. 8vo. bds. 21. 15s 
os a : 2 thle. 8vo. bds. Fs. 6d. 
Pepe po — Magie. 13 Bande. gr. Svo. mit Kupfern. 
I. 1 
Pw lane Krankheiten. a. d. Engl. von Friefe. 2 v. Svo. 18s. 
Xenophontis opera omnia. a. Threine. 4 vol. 8vo. bds. 21. »2s. 6d. 


Zeichmurgen aus. der fchénen Baukunft 1°. & 2°. Licfening. gr. 
fol. 31. 3s. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


“ Dr. Hut takes the liberty of intimating to the Analytical Re- 
viewers, that the imputation of credulity, caft upon him, relative 
to the Cafe given by Villanova, is perfectly unmerited ; fince he 
has brought it forward for the jole purpofe of proviag Mr. Simmons 
guilty of a ftriking inaccuracy, and has not even hinted to what 
degree of credit he thought it entitled.” 

“« Manchefter, June 8, 1799.” 


** Dr. H. does not tell us whether he believes or difbelieves Vil- 
lanova’s narratives ;” but in juftification of our charge of credulity, 
we fhall refer fach of our readers as may not have Dr. H.’s book 
before them to p. 544 of our Review, obferving that the word ends 
is not printed by Dr. H. in italics, and that the marks of admira- 

“tot Were inierted by ws, and we fhall add the following quotation 


from 























: 
eS 


wat 


¥ { 

t 

; 

4 

7 
i t 
Te 
HE jf 
ms 
| 7 
| ae 
a 

$ 

; 

: 

. 


656 Correfpondence. 


from Dr. H.’s book, p. 37, where, fpeaking of the Cafe contained in 
Villanova’s letter to Rouffet, he fays, ‘ You fee, fir, in all this 
hiftory, there is no mention made of accomplifhing the delivery by 
an actual cautery. Is it not, fir, extremely wrong either inadver- 
tently, ignorantly, or wilfully, to mifreprefent the words of a re- 


yng author, and then attempt to deftroy his credibility by an un- 


ounded charge of a fondnefs for the marvellous?? The words 
mifreprefented were thofe of Villanova, though t' > author, whofe 
credibility Mr. S. attempted to deftroy, was Rouff.. Sal. 


‘Tue author of * Letters to W. Wilberforce, Efy.’ defires us to 
announce the following alteration of a paflage in bis book, which — 
we quoted in our laft Number, page 492, par. 3. 

« When it can be fhewn that God created the meaneft reptile, 
either with a determination to render it eternally miferable, or with 
a prefcience of this mifery,’ &c. 

This modification of the fentence would certainly have obviated 
our objection to it, as appearing to call in queftion the prefcience 
of the Deity. We think, however, that he would make the paflage 
ftill more correct, by omitting altogether the allufion to pre/cience 
and determination ; fince it is merely an identical propofition to fay 
of an omnipotent and omnifcient Being, that he has foreknown 
and predetermined what he has created, and fince, moreover, the 
immediate object of the author’s reference is not the difpofition of the 
Deity, but the ftate of a particular part of his creation. 


» 
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I N D E xX. 


64 Articles which have the firft word printed in Italics refer to the 
fubordinate not to the principal Subjects of the Books. T ¢ 
Letters F. G. &c, after Articles denote that the Works are in 


French, German, &c. 


A. 
ABINGDON'’S (Lord) Stri€tures on 
Pitt's Sveeches 637 
Adams's Le€tures, Jories’s edition of, 

361 
Addrefs to the people, Fellowes’s 379 
Adelaide of Wulfingen, Kotzebue’s, 


Thompfon’s tranflation of, 411 
Adolphus’s (J.) biographical Memoirs of 
the French Revolution 28 


Africa, Park’s Travels in the interior of 


45° 
o——-, Rennel’s geographical illuftra- 


tions of, 352 
African Affociation, Proceedings of -_ 
34 


Agriculture of Lincolnthire, — $ 
view of the 561 
Aikin’s (Dr.) and Enfield’s General 

Biography 588 
Alcuin, a Dialogue 97 
America (North), Weld’s Travels through 

337 
Feeney, Merbid, Baillie’s Engravings 
2 


of, 6 ; 
Anderfon’s (R.) Poems 7 
André, a Tragedy 53 
Anecdotes and Biography, Rede’s, 599 
Animals, Young on humanity to, 422 
Annals of Chemiftry, Vol. xxix, F 5559 


$9 
Anne (Queen), Somerville’s Hiftory of 














the Reign of, 225 
Annual Regifter for = 3 - 
793 3 

Antients, Clarke on ‘i civil Policy of 
the, 334 
Antijacobin, or Weekly Examiner 3388 
» Beauties of the, 395 

-» Poetry of the, id. 

» Reviewers, Lioyd’s Letter 

to the, 426 
Apofties, Jeffe on the Learning and In- 
pote, J of the, . 186 
Ariftocrat, The, 416 


Aftronomical Obfervations, Bradley’s, 


449 

Auckland's (Ld.) Speech on the Income, 

Bill, 59° 

Aurelio and Miranda, Boaden’s, 148 

Authors, new Catalogue of Living, ma 
Vb. . 


B. 
Bachelors, 1fiand’s 633 
Bailleul’s Report on 18th Fructidor, 
Carnot’s Reply to, 377 
Baillie’s (Dr. M.) Engravings of Morbid 


Anatomy 652 
Balnea, Caréy’s 643 
Bannantiae’s (J.) Memoirs of Colonel 

Defpard 5 


4 
Baptifm, Infant, defended, copes 
Ba ftille, Glaffe’s Secrets of the Englith, 
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Battle of the Nile $27 

» Bowles’s 90 

» Sotheby's, 204 

Bauers’, (F.) Kew Plants 21 

Baynton (T.) on Old Ulcers of ti. Legs 

65r 

Beacon Hill, Mrs. *Aorton’s on 

Beauties of the A~tijacob'n 395 
- Burke 

- Saurin, Rivers’s 2090 

Bees, Murphy's, a Poem, 514 

Bell's (Dr. A.) Experiment in Education 


83 
Belfham’s (W.) Hiftorical Differtations 


308 
Bent’s (W.) Metecrological Journal for 

1798 87 
Bevill (R.) on the Law of Homicide and 





Larceny 336 
Bible, Pratt's Profpe€tus of an oftavo 
Polyglott, 442 
Bicheno’s (J-) Glance at the Hiftory of 

Chriftianity 204 
Bingley (W.) on the Difcontents in Iree 
land 639 
Biographia Medica, Hutchjnfon’s 644 
Biographiana, Seward’s 215 
Biographical Anecdotes of the French 
ramagteg Vol. IL. 80 

» Memoirs ef ditto, Adol- 

phus’s 23 
Biography, general, Aikin’s and Enfield’s, 
Voi. 1. 588 
Bird's (H. M.) Propefals for paying the 
National Debt 220 


Biyndell’s (Bryan) Dancing Mafter'su< 


43 
Bogden’s (J.) Aurelioand Miranda 148 
Bolland’. 
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Bolland’s (W.) Epiphany 617 Companion to Scotland, &c,, Mrs. Mure 

Bowen's (T.) Sermon 110 ray’s 462 
Bowles’s (W. L. ) Song of the Battle of Confeffions of the Countefs of Lichtenaug 
the Nile g° 597 
-) (J-) Retrofpe& 298 Conftant Lover, Kotzebue’s 416 
Braam’s (Van) Dutch Embaffy to China Correfpondence, Buémaparte’s 4 

127 ed, Part 1. 


Bradley’s (Rev. Dr.) Aftronomical Ob- 
fervations 449 
———- (Or.) Medical and Phyfical 
ournal 282 
Brittol’s (Bithop of) Fat Sermon 424 
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Buonaparte’s intercepted Correfpondence, 
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o——— Pronounciog Dictionary, Tardy’s 
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Hemet’s (J.) Abridgment of Sturm's 


RefieCtions sor 
Henry, Mrs. Piikington’s 428 
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Rofcoe’s Tranflation of the Nurfe 23 
Rouffelin’s (A.) Life of Gen. Hoche, F. 


47 
Rowland for an Oliver 199 
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Southey’s Poems, Voi. I!. 4°3 
Joan of Afe, fecond edit. 397 
Spaniards ip Peru, Kotzebue’s, Mife 








Plumptre’: Tranflatien of 606 
Spencer’s (J.) Thoughts on an Union 
158 

St. Julien, Fontaine's 524 
St. Pierre's Indian Cottage 419 


- Studies of Nature, Rede’s 
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